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Bible Prophecies that build faith.  That will help in training for the future.  That can aid the work of the Apostle John when Jesus returns.
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Section A  -- PROLOGUE pages 4-6
Are you prepared for the return of Jesus Christ?  Understanding Bible prophecy helps train us for active service both now and in the future.  For example, we may be selected to work with the resurrected apostle John (Rev.10:11), and his very important work which will require specific Bible knowledge regarding prophecies of the kingdom to come.
Revelation10:11 And he said unto me (apostle John), Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.
Being able to interpret Bible prophecy correctly can be difficult and has been compared to peering through a darkened glass (1Cor.13:8) trying to discern the complete picture of what is coming.  Thankfully, many Bible prophecies have become clearer as we get closer to Jesus’ return; soon, when he comes, we will be able to go forth confidently “as calves of the stall” after a very long night.   
· 1 Corinthians13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.
· Malachi4:2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness (Jesus’ return) arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.
· Song of Solomon 2:8 (The Shulamite speaking) Listen! My lover! Look! Here he comes, leaping across the mountains, bounding over the hills. (NIV)
Today, we can, as the “Shulamite,” see the rays of the “sun of righteousness” lighting up the high mountain ridges as Jesus’ return nears, and we look for him to soon show himself through the lattice and call us away.  
(NIV) Song of Solomon 2:9 My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag.  Look! There he stands behind our wall, gazing through the windows, peering through the lattice. 10 My lover spoke and said to me, "Arise, my darling, my beautiful one, and come with me. 11 See the winter is past …  

Oh, how we wish the “winter is past” when Jesus returns and we hear the call to “come away.”  We yearn to leave this mortal corrupting life behind and be gifted with a body like his “glorious body.”
Phil. 3:21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.
The Bible tells us the purpose of God is for all the earth to be “be filled with the glory of the LORD”.   This will require men and women who will reflect God’s glory.  This is God’s marvelous plan!
· Numbers14:21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD.
· Psalm72:19 And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled   with his glory; Amen, and Amen.
· Habakkuk2:14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.
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HERE there needs to be a note of caution about making conclusions from prophecy.  The words of Bro. Fred Pearce show the need to be reasonably firm about the meaning of prophecy while not being overly dogmatic and swept away by speculation.  Bro. Fred shows we need balance and awareness as we cover the many Bible prophecies leading to Jesus’ return and those prophecies that apply after he has returned, involving the setting up of the Millennial Kingdom to come.  
The purpose of this book,  Bible Prophecies:  Building Faith and Training for the Future, is to give a “vision” of what is coming.  However, the vision must be searched out to develop a deep understanding in us so we have the faith needed to encourage each other as the return of Christ approaches, as well as knowledge and wisdom to assist in the proclamation of the gospel in future ages. We hope to be part of the efforts of the apostle John in his preaching effort to come.  
· Proverbs4:5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. 6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. 7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.
· Proverbs29:18  Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.
· Proverbs25:2  It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.
· Revelation10:11  And he said unto me (John), Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.
In the near future, God’s kingdom will come, and God’s will, “will be done in earth as it is in heaven.”  It is our prayer that we may have a part in His purpose at that time.  When the Lord’s prayer comes to pass and “Thy kingdom come, and Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” we hope to be among the “chosen and faithful” to become “kings and priests” to “reign on the earth” with Jesus the “King of kings”.
· Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

· Revelation 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
· Revelation17:14 These shall make war with the Lamb (Jesus), and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.
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Training for a future with the Apostle John

The Bible foretells the future in specific and spectacular ways.  One example of many is the prophesies in the book of Revelation given to the apostle John when he is old and exiled to Patmos.  Patmos is an Aegean island north of Greece’s Dodecanese island group where John was sentenced to be exiled as a result of anti-Christian persecution under the Roman emperor Domitian.  Under these circumstances of isolation John received the visions found in the last book of the Bible, prophesies which God gave to Jesus, Jesus gave to an angel and the angel revealed to John.
Revelation1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.
The word “show” here is to “signified” in Rev. 1:1 and is the Greek word, “semaino” from “sema” (a mark, of uncertain derivation); v, AV-signify 6x; 6 in total.  (1) To give a sign, to signify, indicate (2) to make known.” (Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance)

The words “show” (to make known) and “signified” indicate how the message is to be understood.  The message of the Revelation was largely made known to John in signs and symbols, not literal pictures. 

There are parts of the Revelation, however, that are very literal, such as the letters to the seven churches in Asia Minor where some very real concerns are aired about problems in those churches.  Since the Revelation is very symbolic, the order of the messages to these churches also represents a timeline which begins with the Ephesian ecclesia representing the state of the believers in John’s day, and ends with Laodicea, representing the state of Christianity just before Jesus’ return.  Laodicea characterizes the church at the time when Jesus’ returns as “lukewarm” and “wretched and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”
· Revelation3:15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth. 17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
The events that John is told about are in the future as Rev. 1:1 says, “things that shall shortly come to pass.”  He is told that these future events would be revealed to him by signs (“signified”), and that Jesus wanted his servants to know about these things.  John wrote down what he saw so that he would be able convey the information to others.  John also was told he must prophesy again:  Revelation 10:11 “And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.”

So how is aged, imprisoned John going to prophesy again before peoples, nations, tongues, and kings?   The answer is based on when.  He will be given that assignment in the future age after his resurrection.
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John’s preaching effort will face challenges because of opposition springing from the “strong delusion” spoken of in 2Thes. 2:11.   
Revelation10:8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. 9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 10 And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.
John eats up the little book which makes his belly bitter, showing that John’s preaching effort is going to be difficult and very upsetting.  

The word “bitter” in Rev. 10:10 according to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance is the Greek word “pikraino” {pik-rah'-ee-no}  (1) to make bitter (1a) to produce a bitter taste in the stomach (2) to embitter, exasperate (2a) render angry, indignant (2b) to be embittered, irritated (2c) to visit with bitterness, to grieve (deal bitterly with).” 

The use of the word “bitter” shows the preaching effort led by the apostle John is going to “exasperate,” “render angry” and be frustratingly difficult, so even though the message is sweet like honey it will produce a “bitter” taste in the stomach.  The prophet Ezekiel found the roll he was given to eat (Eze. 3:1-3) was sweet like honey, but the house of Israel to whom he was sent strongly opposed his message 


Ezekiel3:1 Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou 
findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. 2 
So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. 3 And 
he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy 
bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it 
was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. 
The bitterness in John’s stomach will be because of vigorous resistance to the message he brings due to a “strong delusion” which will cause many to reject the good news message of John.  Further since there is no indication that elderly John came out of exile to preach to those in power, but, in fulfillment of the prophecy of Rev. 10:11, a resurrected John will go before the leaders of the world and preach the good news (sweet as honey) coming in the Millennial Age.  At this future time (after Armageddon), John will be able to show, using evidence from the prophetic word, the clear fulfillment of prophecy up to that point and the “bitter” part yet to come.  Having an understanding of these prophecies will be useful in preaching the gospel to those living in the future.
Revelation14:6  And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel (good news for the Millennial age)  to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come:  and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.
Fundamentals of Bible Prophecy
There are three fundamental principles important to interpreting Bible prophecy:
· Section 1: Partial and Full Fulfillment (pages 12-18)

· Section 2:  Day for a year principle (pages 18-29)
· Section 3:  Bible symbolism (pages 29-44)
Section 1:  Partial and Full Fulfillment
Many Bible prophecies have both a “Partial” and a “Full Fulfillment,” both important to correctly interpreting Bible prophecy.  A partial fulfillment can be when at first only part of a prophecy is fulfilled, and then the rest of the prophecy is fulfilled later.  Sometimes the partial fulfillment is a shadow of the future fulfillment, such as the reign of Solomon when he sat on the throne of the Lord as king and built the temple. He is a partial fulfillment of the promise God gave to David: 
· 2 Sam 7:12-13 And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build an house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.
· 1 Chr.29:2 Then Solomon sat on the throne of the LORD as king instead of David his father, and prospered, and all Israel obeyed him.
· Luke 1:32-33 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.
· Psalm 48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north (Therefore future after the earthquake in Zec.14:4), the city of the great King (Jesus Christ).  
The full fulfillment of the prophecy given to David will be when the immortal Christ sits on David’s throne and builds the temple in the kingdom age.  
Example 1
Isaiah 61:1-2 is a prophecy with a partial and full fulfillment, a well-understood example because the partial fulfillment in Luke 4:17-20 is so clearly explained.  That the event in Luke is a partial fulfillment is very obvious, because Jesus himself says a certain part of this prophecy applies to himself at that very moment.  Jesus stood up to read the prophecy from Isaiah 61 in the synagogue in Nazareth, but he stopped reading in the middle of verse 2 of Isaiah 61 and followed with Luke 4:21.
Luke 4:21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.  
The entire prophecy will have its full fulfillment after the second coming of Christ.  Jesus read only the part that was appropriate to that moment in time, stopping in the middle of Isa. 61:2 where it says, “To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
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The part of Isaiah 61:2 that Jesus did not read relates to a future “day of vengeance.”  This full fulfillment will come to pass in the future when Jesus returns to set up the kingdom.  At that time, he will be rejected as king in Jerusalem and there will be a day of vengeance.  He will be rejected because of the “strong delusion” seen in 2 Thes.2:11-12.  
What is the strong delusion?  “That they shall believe a lie.”
2 Thessalonians2:11 And for this cause God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:
12 That they all might be damned who believe not the

truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.   
Earlier in  2 Thes.2:3  we read about a “man of sin… who opposeth and exalteth himself ... that is worshipped” … that resides “in the temple of God” taking the place of God on earth.

2 Thessalonians2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.

When Jesus returns and sits on the throne of David in Jerusalem, the reason the world will reject him is they will think that he is a false Christ.  They will instead believe in this “man of sin” sitting in a temple claiming divine authority, who will oppose the real Christ.  This “man of sin” Paul warned early Christians about will remain in existence throughout the centuries because he will only be destroyed when Jesus returns, as we see:
2 Thessalonians2:8 And then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.
There is only one system of apostasy (a corruption of true religion) which fits all the clues, having begun in the time of Paul, which would continue until the return of Christ, which will be destroyed by Christ, and which has a man leading it claiming divine authority and sitting in a temple.  This world-wide system claims that their leader is the Vicar of Christ and speaks for God, and because of the “strong delusion” in v.11, causing them to believe a lie, the Roman Catholic system will oppose the true Christ and be destroyed at his coming.
Example 2
Joel 2 contains a second example of a prophecy we know has a partial and full fulfillment. 

How do we know Joel 2 has a partial and full fulfillment?  When Peter quoted Joel 2 in Acts 2:17-22, he quotes verses 28 to 32, but stops in the middle of verse 32 because the rest of v. 32 did not apply to his day.  The outpouring of the Holy Spirit gifts on the Day of Pentecost was a partial fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy, as Peter points out.  The last part of Joel 2:32 says: “… for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.   This deliverance in Jerusalem will not happen until the future when Mt. Zion will be elevated, and Jesus the “great King” having returned, there will be “deliverance” in Jerusalem.
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It is interesting to notice that there will be geographical changes to Jerusalem in the future.  
Psalm 48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north … 
What makes it clear that Psalm 48:2 is a future prophecy is because it says “mount Zion, on the sides of the north.”  Today there is no side on the north for Mt. Zion because the land on the north side of Mt. Zion is level, the same elevation as the rest of the city of Jerusalem to the north and along the plain extending further north.  Mt. Zion only seems like a mountain when approached from the south.  From the north there is no elevation change at all when approaching Mt. Zion.   This change in elevation to the north of Mt. Zion will result from the earthquake in Zech. 14:4 when a valley will be created as Jesus’ feet stand on the Mount of Olives splitting it in half.  The earthquake will be major and cause many geological changes, and the elevation of Mt. Zion and the new valley will make Mt. Zion visible as a mountain from all sides.
Example 3
The destruction of Tyre is the next example of a prophecy we know has a partial fulfillment at the time of Nebuchadnezzar and a full fulfillment accomplished later by Alexander the Great.  Ancient Tyre was much more than a city, for it was “a merchant of many isles” which traded with many parts of the then known world.   The Phoenician sailors were renown for their expertise on the sea and their trade network extended from Tyre to Spain and beyond.                                                                                                                                            
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The full fulfillment of this prophecy about Tyre happened after Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the original site of Tyre in 585 B.C. The rest of the prophecy was fulfilled in 332 B.C. when Alexander the Great built a causeway using the rubble of the old city remaining after Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed it.  

After the destruction of their city by Nebuchadnezzar, the inhabitants of ancient Tyre moved to an island about half a mile from the shore, a location difficult to attack from the land.  When Alexander decided to attack by building a causeway out to the island, he needed to throw into the sea every bit of rubble and dirt nearby, which involved scraping the site of ancient Tyre bare, like the top of a rock.  The prophecy was fulfilled in every detail.

· Eze.26:4 And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock.
Think about those familiar with Ezekiel’s prophecy living between 585 BC through 332 BC.  This full fulfillment would have been almost impossible to forecast by those who witnessed the first part of the prophecy carried out by Nebuchadnezzar.  They would have wondered how the dust would be scraped off from where the original Tyre stood, especially since it was not obvious from the prophecy that there were two stages and that total fulfillment would not all happen at one time. 
These examples of partial and full fulfillment give us faith that other Bible prophecies that have not yet to come to pass will certainly be fulfilled in every detail.   
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heart be changed from man's, and let a
beast's heart be given unto him; and let
seven times pass over him.

= A time =360 days verified in Rev.11,2,3;
12:14 by all adding to 1260 and by history
using the day for year in Bible prophecy.
» “Seven times” (360 X 7 = 2520 day/years)
The Babylonian tree (empire) was cut down

in 539 BC therefore it would begin to come
back 2520 years later in 1980 AD!




This picture shows the causeway and where the sand now has filled in, connecting Sur (modern day Tyre) to the mainland.  Sand now covers the stones of ancient Tyre used to make the causeway, and today the site is used as a place for drying fishing nets as prophesied in Eze.26:5.  
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Ezekiel26:5 It shall become, in the midst of the sea, a place for
spreading nets. I have spoken, says the Lord GOD.  It shall become plunder for the nations, (NRSV)

Sur (modern Tyre) seen today from the south side looking north.

Understanding the partial and full fulfillment of the prophecy about Tyre is helpful in interpreting Matthew 24:2.   Many wonder if the prediction that there would be not “one stone upon another that would not be thrown down” is going to fully come to pass.  It is easy to observe that in AD 70 many, many stones were thrown down, and later in AD 135 the temple mount was plowed as a field.  Even now in our time, IF the retaining wall is considered part of the temple complex, we see stones one on another. 
· Matthew24:2  And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

The prophet Zechariah makes it clear that the major earthquake he describes will be more than sufficient to collapse any remaining stones still one upon another.
· Zechariah14:4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.” 
Section 2:  Day for a Year Principle 
Timing in Bible prophecies is often based on the day for a year principle.  There are examples in both the Old and New Testaments. 
· Numbers14:34  After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.
· Ezekiel 4:6  And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year.
· Luke13:32  And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.
The “fox” was Herod who had put John the Baptist to death, and when Jesus was warned that Herod was out to get him, Jesus knew Herod’s

cunning would not be successful unless God allowed it.  Jesus’ answer, which Herod wouldn’t have fully appreciated, nor his audience at that time, was that at that point in time Herod could have no power over him.  Jesus would continue his ministry that year and the next year, and in the third year he would be perfected after dying.  “Perfected” meant that he would be raised, given an immortal body not subject to corruption, sin and death.

What does a day represent in Bible prophecy?  One 360-day year!

· Revelation 11:2 …” and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months” (42x30=1260).
· Revelation 11:3 “…and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days (1260), clothed in sackcloth.”
· Revelation 12:14 “And to the woman … where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time”. (360+2x360+180=1260)
Since each of the three examples above uses months, days and times, and the total number of days works out to 1260 days for each, we can conclude that a time represents 360 days in Bible prophecy and a month is 30 days.  
· “one hour” is one twelfth of a day.  Applying the rule of a day for a year, since a year has 360 days, dividing by twelve gives 30 days.  Thirty days becomes (day for a year) 30 years.  So, 1 hour = 30 years.   
Daniel 9 - The seventy week prophecy:
The day for a year principle can be confirmed by examining already fulfilled Bible prophecies in Daniel 9 and Daniel 4.
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Daniel 8:5 And as | was considering, behold, an he goat
came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and

touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn
between his eyes.

e vs. 21-22 And the rough goat is the
king (NKJV = kingdom) of Grecia: and the
great horn that is between his eyes is
the first king. 22 Now that being
broken, whereas four stood up for it,
four kingdoms shall stand up out of the
nation, but not in his power.

o “great horn” = Alexander the Great




The seventy week prophecy is an example of a Bible Prophecy verified by history which uses the day for year principle.  The importance of this prophecy is that it led to a general expectation for the coming of the Messiah in the 1st century.
· Daniel 9:24  Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.
The prophecy began with the decree of Artaxerxes (444 to 445 BC, Neh.2:1) in the 20th year of his reign and ended 490 years later in 44 AD with the call of the Gentiles in Acts 10:1-5.

Acts 10:1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called 
Cornelius, a centurion … 2 A devout man, and one that feared 
God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, 
and prayed to God alway. 3 He saw in a vision evidently about 
the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and 
saying unto him, Cornelius. 4 And when he looked on him, he 
was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, 
Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before 
God. 5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, 
whose surname is Peter: 
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Article: "THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME"
Writer: F.Pearce.

"There is no intention to be dogmatic about
this, --- though it may appear so -- one has to
be reasonable firm in stating the case,
otherwise no impact is made. But the
opposite, that we do not and cannot know
anything definite, is equally unacceptable.
The Scriptures do make certain positive
statements and we should be prepared to
accept them as valid."





This chart shows a timeline of the 70-week prophecy.  The starting date has been fairly well established by archaeology.  There has been debate about the ending date and because of the confusion about the ending date it is helpful to have a check.
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Daniel 9:25 Know therefore and understand, that from
the going forth of the commandment to restore and to
build Jerusalem (444 BC under Artaxerxes, Neh. 2:1-8)
unto the Messiah (“anointed” for burial Mt. 26:12) the
Prince (Jesus) shall be seven weeks, and threescore
and two weeks (69 weeks = 483 years): the street shall be
built again, and the wall, (zies start of 70 weeks to
Nehemiah when wall and street were built) even in troublous
times. (spans through Roman times)

> 69 weeks x 7= 483 years from Artaxerxes’ 20 year = 445
BC, when Nehemiah (2:1) was before him.

» Messiah (483-445 BC =38 AD -1 = 37 -3.5 “midst of the
week see v.27) = 33.5 AD

> In the midst of 69" week (Jesus killed) + rest of that week
3.5 years + the 70™ week gives 10.5 years. 33.5 +10.5 =44
AD when God turned from Israel to the Gentiles.





We have a check for correctly interpreting this 70-week prophecy, found in the 27th verse of Daniel 9:27.

Dan.9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.
“he” is Jesus, “the covenant” is Rom.15:8 and the “midst of the week” refers to the fact that  three and a half years into his ministry he was crucified, ratifying the New Covenant and doing away with the Law of Moses.  The “abominations” which came upon Jerusalem after the crucifixion include emperor worship and later the “Dome of the Rock” and a Moslem Mosque on the temple site.  The “consummation” is Jesus’ return to set up God’s kingdom on earth. 
Rom.15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises [made] unto the fathers:
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Daniel 9:25 Know therefore and understand ‘that
from the going forth of the commandment ’to
restore and to build Jerusalem (444 BC under
Artaxerxes, Neh. 2:1-8) unto the Messiah (“anointed” Mt.

o 20:12) the Prince (Jesus) shall be seven weeks, and
g threescore and two weeks (69 weeks = 483 years):

the street shall be built again, and the wall, (ties
start of 70 weeks to Nehemiah when wall and street were built)
even in troublous times. (Nehemiah's time but also =
include Roman times) >

444 BCto AD 33 = 477 years -1 (because BC 0 and AD 0 are
the same) = 476 years. 476 x 365.24219879 = 173,855 days.

This checks for 69 weeks x 7 =483 days (day for year) = 483 years
x 360 *days/yr. = 173, 880 days which is 25 days short however
Passover varies by mount being in March or April.

*Prophetic year = 360 days/year, Rev. 11:2,3; 12:6,14.

It is thought before the flood the earth’s rotation was based
on a 360 day year.
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The numbers check.  

· Notice from BC 444 when Nehemiah was commanded to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem to the crucifixion of Jesus at Passover in 33 AD is 476 actual 365.242 day years, (476 x 365.242 = 173,855 days).  The prophetical time is 69 weeks, or 69 x 7 days in a week giving 483 prophetical days; applying a day for a year for 483 prophetical years, multiply by 360 to get 173880 days.
· Subtracting 173,880 - 173,855  gives a 25 day discrepancy, which relates to the number of  days that Passover varies from year to year (Easter can be in March or April).
There is another interpretation of the 70-week prophecy where the numbers do not check.  What really doesn’t check is a supposed centuries long gap between the 69th and the 70th week that some Christians today use to explain the theory called the “Rapture.”  They interpret first Thessalonians 4:17, 
· 1Thess.4:17 “Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
· caught up…in the clouds” to mean that believers will be raptured 
· to heaven, and then, when the true believers are in heaven, on earth an Antichrist will arise.
This illustration shows how they divide the 70th week into two parts: the first part is called “The Tribulation” when they feel the Antichrist will begin his rule and in the first 3.5 years he rules successfully; the second part, the last 3.5 years of his rule his true colors are shown, that he is the incarnation of Satan making hell on earth.   
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Exo. 31:16 Wherefore the children
of Israel shall keep the sabbath,
--[17] It is a sign between me and
the children of Israel for ever: for

| in six days the LORD made
[“asah”] heaven and earth, and on I’
the seventh day he rested, and ||

was refreshed.
—“asah” is linked with making things out of
that already EXISTING. “Bara” describes
that new, unique, not matter already existing

but created from God’s power.
o “Asah” in Ex.31:16 describes the 7 day

creation while “bara” in Gen.1:1 describes
the beginning when God created the heavens
and earth.

« Does this distinction hold in all of Genesis
chapter 17
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Genesis 1:16 And God made two great lights; the
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light
to rule the night: /¢ made the stars also.

* Did God make the stars on the 4" day?

s NO, THE WORDS “HE MADE” ARE IN
ITALICS MEANING THERE IS NO HEBREW
WORD AND THE TRANSLATORS JUST ADDED
~ ITIN! THE HEBREW READS: “ilic stars fo
- rule the night.”
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Further it helps to know the pictures in this are slides from previous Bible talks.  While some prophecies have gaps in the timing of their fulfillment, such as Joel 2 and Isa. 61, considered earlier, however when a prophecy is given as a time period involving days and weeks and years, that time period 
is exact.   For example in the 70 week prophecy of Daniel 9, there is no mention of a huge time gap separating the 70th week from the other weeks.  The 70th week needs to follow sequentially after the 69th week, and since the Messiah is cut off in the 69th week, the 70th week must occur right afterwards.   Also the math of this chart doesn’t give 30 AD as shown, Jesus’ death on the cross, rather the following:  69x7=483 yrs. - 445 BC=38 -1=37AD. – 3.5 “midst of the week” = 33.5 A.D. Jesus crucified.  Also see next slide.   
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Daniel 9:26 And after threescore and two weeks (62 weeks plus 7
weeks, v.25 =69 weeks =483 years - 445 BC=38-1=37-3.5 “midst” v.27 =
33.5AD ) shall Messiah he cut off, (crucifixion) but not for
himself (for his brethren): and the people of the prince (Titus)
that shall come shall destroy the city (Jerusalem) and the
sanctuary (temple); and the end thereof shall be with a flood
and unto the end (A.D.70) of the war desolations (Jews scattered
including many desolations) are determined.

B Thereis no mention detailing a separate 70™ weel to follow in 2000 yrs.

B The Church puts a time interval between the 69™ and 70™ week in this
prophecy? They apply the 70™ week as future to after the “Rapture”
and to the “Tribulation” when the Antichrist takes control.

— The 70 weeks are divided into parts but there is no mention here of
the 70 weelk, nor is there license for time gap between the 69™ and
the 70% week. _To do so allows all kinds of interpretations for Bible

prophecies.





Daniel 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 
Consider Dan.7:27 “shall confirm the covenant for one week”?  Isn’t that the 70th week?  Yes, it is the 70th week, and Jesus confirmed the new covenant with many before turning to the Gentiles.  The “many” included those to whom he preached during his ministry, before his death, and after, for example, as seen in 1 Corinthians 15:6  After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.  To conclude, see again slide page 21 timeline of 70 week prophecy.
Example 2  Daniel 4 confirms the 360-day year and the day for a year principle.

[image: image20.png]Genesis1:14 And God said, Let there be lights in the
firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the
night; and let them he for s'gls, and for seasons, and
for days, and years: 15 And let them be for lights in

he firmament of the heaven to give light upon the
‘earth: and it was so. 16 And God made two great .
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The prophecy of the “tree” in Daniel 4 not only verifies the day for year principle but also is a prophecy with both a partial and full fulfillment.  In Daniel 4, King Nebuchadnezzar talks about his dream about a tree, and he calls on Daniel to interpret the dream for him.   Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that the tree represents him, and that his “dwelling shall be with the beast of the field, and they shall make thee eat grass as oxen.”  Daniel wisely advised him to “break off thy sins,” however it is doubtful that either Daniel or Nebuchadnezzar saw the full fulfillment of this prophecy or the connection to the “image” in Daniel chapter 2.
The full fulfillment enlarges the meaning of the tree to represent the Babylonian Empire.  The tree was cut down when Babylon fell in 539 BC and began to rise again after seven times (7 X 360 = 2520 – 539 -1 = 1980) upon both legs.  This tree is linked to the image in Daniel 2 which begins to stand with both legs 2520 years later in 1980 AD.
The full fulfillment is verified by the day for a year principle in Dan. 4:16 “seven times” = 7X360 =2520 years.  In 1980 AD the Babylonian stump of this tree, which was preserved by a band of iron and brass, began to grow again.  What happened in 1980?  Anna Walentynowica and Lech Walesa co-founded the Solidarity Trade Union in Poland, beginning a movement that is recognized as having played a central role in the end of communist rule in Poland and the USSR.  The downfall of the USSR signaled the end of secular rule in Russia and heralded the beginning of a quasi-Christian rule that will unite Europe and Asia against Christ just before the Millennial Kingdom Age comes.
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We know this tree (the Babylonian empire) was cut down in 539 BC and we have witnessed the fulfillment of Daniel 4:16-17 that after seven times (7X360=2520 years) in 1980 AD the tree began to grow back.  God used four men to accomplish His purpose, Mikhail Gorbachev, Ronald Reagan, Pope John Paul II, and Lech Walesa.
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The image of Daniel 2 that will be destroyed by the coming of Christ in Daniel 2:44 began to form August 31, 1980 (birth of Solidarity Union) which will lead to this image to start to stand on both its feet.   In retrospect, no one would have predicted the Solidarity Movement in Poland would become the trigger to bringing down the USSR and the barrier that divided Europe, especially after what happened to Hungary earlier.  
Daniel 2:44 44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 
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The rise and fall of empires in the kingdoms of men relating to Israel was first seen in Daniel 2 in the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar who ruled over an empire, the Babylonian Empire, which controlled all the kingdoms relative to Israel at that time, Dan.2:37.  He dreamed of an image of a man with a gold head, which symbolized the Babylonian empire, a breast and arms  of silver, the Mede/Persian Empire, a belly and thighs of brass,  the Grecian Empire, legs of iron, the Roman Empire and feet and toes partly iron and partly clay, symbolizing today’s kingdoms.  

Significantly however, there is a future aspect to this dream because this image will arise again all together!  It will stand again because in Daniel 2:35 all parts of it will be destroyed “together,” meaning it must be together for that to happen.  In1980 we witnessed the beginning leading to this image rising to stand all together on its TWO legs.    
· Daniel2:37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.
· Daniel2:33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together …   
[image: image24.png]The 70 week pronhecy when di it Start and end?

4 Seventy weeks (70x7=490 days/ years) are
determined upon thy people (Isracl) and upon thy holy
city (Jerusalem), to finish the transgression (Jesus’
crucified), and to make an end of sins, (Jesus broke the
power of king Sin to reign) and to make reconciliation for
iniquity and to bring in everlasting righteousness (with
forgiveness men accounted righteous by faith), and to seal up
the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy
(Jesus).
» There is strong evidence from historians and archaeologists to
pinpoint "twentieth year of Artaxerxes" as being either 444 BC or

445 BC. “Artaxerxes I Longimanus, ruler of the Persian Empire,
465-424 BC. He was the son of Xerxes I, Esther's husband.”

» 70x7=490 years added from 445 BC = 45-1=44 AD. The 70 years

ended when God called Cornelius bringing in the time of the
Gentiles and taking the kingdom from Israel, Mt. 21:43.




The key word is “together,” meaning this image must at some point in the future stand united.  The significance of the events in 1980 is that the Eastern leg of Christianity began to throw off the communist suppression of religion, allowing this image to begin to stand again.            
In the prophecy in Daniel 4, notice the stump of the tree was preserved “with a band of iron and brass.”   The image representing the kingdoms of men in Daniel 2 is seen as a tree in Daniel 4, a tree which has been cut down, meaning it has lost its power to grow in the earth; but as with a natural tree, so this tree has the ability to grow back, having been preserved “with a band of iron and brass,” Dan. 4:15-17.  
Daniel 4:15 Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth:
These two metals, iron and brass signify two religious systems, namely the Roman Catholic Church and the Greek Orthodox Church.  Today this resurgence of their powers is happening, and in the future, they will join forces to become not just Babylon, but Babylon the Great, a power with Babylonian, Persian, Greek and Roman elements in its system of beliefs. 
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Dan. 4:15 Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and [let] his portion [be] with the beasts in the grass of the earth: 16 Let his heart be changed from man’s, and let a beast’s heart be given unto him; and let seven times (7X360=2520 years) pass over him.
I personally witnessed the end of the Soviet Union!  Europe was divided before the fall of the USSR.   I clearly recall walking along the edge of the mine field (in the middle picture on the next page) and seeing the towers and fence that stretched through Europe, dividing Western Europe from the Eastern world made up of the USSR and her satellites.  The soldiers in the towers stand out in my memory as they were clearly visible with their rifles ready, and I knew I was in range with only a minefield of a couple of hundred yards separating us.  As I stood with others along the fence looking across to East Germany, I well remember walking up to the sign and thinking, what would happen if I stepped beyond this sign?  The sign says in German, “Halt minefield!”   Would I be blown up or receive a bullet from one of the soldiers in the tower beyond?  My excursion to the iron curtain border was made possible while on a business trip visiting the Piller UPS (Uninterruptible Power System) factory in Osterode, Germany, which is just outside the Harz Mountains through which the iron curtain ran at that time.  We had the opportunity one afternoon to see the fence that divided Europe and West Germany from East Germany.  

The map shown below shows just how extensive the iron curtain was, running not only through the Harz Mountains in Germany but all the way through Europe.  
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leave the stump of his roots in
the earth, even with a band of
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— Iron and Brass bands symbolize
the Roman Catholic Church and
Greek Orthodox Church. What
this is saying is that they were
involved in preserving and now
resurrecting the image (Babylon
the Great)
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On November 10, 1989 the wall suddenly and unexpectedly was opened after the East German leader Erich Honecker was replaced by Egon Krenz in October.  Political unrest from increasing numbers of East Germans finding their way to the West through Czechoslovakia led to Krenz allowing refugees to exit directly through official crossing points.
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The joyous opening of the Brandenburg Gate can be seen in the photo on the lower right hand corner. Several months later on May Day, 1990, I was in Berlin when we saw the Brandenburg gate open and East German people pouring through the gate singing joyfully as in a parade, so happy knowing the wall was
no more.  That May Day morning, I, along with three business associates, decided that if the East Germans could go through the Brandenburg gate one way, we could go the opposite way into East Germany and see the museum there.  Unfortunately, the museum was closed for the May Day holiday.  After looking around for awhile, we had another problem because we decided to return through another gate, Check-Point Charlie, into West Germany; we spent over three hours explaining how we happened to get into East Germany without passports, which were up in our hotel rooms!  The West German border guards didn’t believe the Brandenburg Gate was so open that we could just walk through with no identification. 
Personally witnessing historical events that directly fulfill Bible prophecy builds our faith, especially because these events were foretold over two thousand five hundred years ago.  We gain confidence that the still unfulfilled Bible prophecies of future events will come to pass.  “The day for a year principle” works!
Section 3:  Bible Symbolism
Symbolism in Bible prophecy is everywhere, and there are so many examples that only a few illustrations have been selected:
“Mountains” in Bible prophesy can be symbolic of empires:   

· Jeremiah 51:25 Behold, I am against thee, O destroying mountain, saith the LORD, which destroyest all the earth: and I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain.
· Zechariah 6:1 And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass.
“Waters” in Bible prophecy can be symbolic of people:  

· Isaiah 57:20 But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.
· Revelation 17:15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
“Rivers” in Bible prophecy can be symbolic of invading nations:
· Isaiah 8:7-8 Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks: 8 And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.
· Jeremiah 46:7 Who is this that cometh up as a flood, whose waters are moved as the rivers? 8 Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his waters are moved like the rivers; and he saith, I will go up, and will cover the earth; I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof. 
“Sun” and “Earth” in Bible prophecy can symbolize the ruling power and the people ruled.
· Isaiah 1:2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.
· Isaiah1:10 Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.
· Deuteronomy 32:1 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.
· Psalm148:3 3 Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light. 
“Stars” in Bible prophecy can symbolize leaders:
· Revelation 1:20  The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches. 
“Beasts” can represent empires or men:

The context is the key to interpreting the symbolism; in Daniel 7, beasts describe empires, while in Psalm 49:12, 20 beasts are more literal and refer to men who, like animals, do not understand the ways of God.  In Matt. 7:15 “false prophets” are compared to wolves, in Zeph. 3:3 “princes” to roaring lions, and in Prov. 28:15 “a wicked ruler” to a lion and bear.
· Psalm 49:12 Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish.
· Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.
· Zephaniah 3:3 Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.
With Bible symbolism it is wise to look for a common thread within the context, for often the context is essential to identifying the symbolism.  
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The examples of the ram and he goat in Daniel chapter eight confirm the symbolism that animals represent empires, because the text gives the interpretation.  The animals used in Daniel 8:3-5 are apt symbols for the Medo-Persia and Greek empires because of features pointed out in the prophecy as well as confirmation by historical records, leaving no doubt as to the meaning of these symbols. 
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Understanding the interpretation from the prophecy of Daniel that the “ram” and the “he goat” are symbolic of empires and that horns refer to the leaders is very helpful in understanding and interpreting the book of Revelation where a ten horn beast plays such an important part in history.
In Daniel 7, empires are associated with a lion, a bear, a leopard and a dreadful, ten-horned beast, and the interpretation of the beasts in Daniel 7 is very helpful in understanding the meaning of one of the beasts in Revelation:

Revelation 13:1  And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.  2. And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion:  and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority
Most symbolism in Bible prophecy is not as explicitly explained as it is in Daniel, however the context helps with interpreting the symbolism correctly, and also seeing spiritually.  For example, the sequence in Daniel 2 to Daniel chapters 7 and 8 makes the symbols easy to correctly connect with the empires they represent.

Another approach is to recognize the point of view of the speaker.  We gain a spiritual understanding by noticing how the symbols change when considered from man’s point of view in contrast to God’s point of view.  In Daniel 2 it is Nebuchadnezzar who saw these empires as a great, impressive image whereas in Daniel 7 God saw these empires as wild beasts, and in Daniel 8 Israel saw these empires as dumb, farm animals, but having horns.
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Understanding symbolism in Bible prophecy is important to interpreting the prophecy.  Figuring out the meaning of the symbols often requires an overall understanding of not only the setting, but the context and how that symbol is used in related books of the Bible. 

Investigating the identity of Cyrus
The Medo-Persian Empire became great under Cyrus who was named by the prophet Isaiah well before his birth.  

Isa 44:28 That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.
It was Cyrus that conquered Babylon and made his father-in-law “Darius the Median” the ruler of Babylon.  Notice that in Daniel 5 that the king who replaced King Belshazzar when Babylon was conquered is called “Darius the Median.”
· Daniel 5:31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.
The next verse sequentially is Daniel 6:1 where the ruler “Darius” is no longer called “the Median.” 

· Daniel 6:1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom; 2 And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: 
Remembering that the original text was not divided into chapters and verses, some suggest that the “Darius” of Daniel 6 is actually Cyrus, since “Darius” is a title given to a ruler.  This “Darius,” that is, possibly Cyrus, is the ruler who made Daniel the chief president in his empire, and who came to a belief in the God of Daniel, “the living God,” after Daniel’s miraculous preservation in the lion’s den, an event which may have had more influence on Cyrus’ faith than Daniel’s faith.
Dan.6:26 I (Cyrus) make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end.
Daniel’s influence over Cyrus may have contributed to Cyrus making the decree that fulfills the prophecy in Isaiah where he is mentioned by name:

Ezra 1:1,2 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, 2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Who is there among you of all his people?  His god be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD 
God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem.
Faith and belief begin with the Creation Account:
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Biblical faith is based on evidence from understanding God’s message, which requires a correct interpretation of the Bible.  Understanding the Creation account in Genesis has proved a stumbling block to the faith of many.  Many scientists in our secular age never spend the time to understand Bible prophecy because they suppose blind, unthinking faith is required to accept Genesis chapter 1 as a truthful account of the origins of our world.  

To accept the Creation narrative in Genesis 1, many Christians believe that it is a requirement to believe our universe was created about six to ten thousand years ago.  This belief concludes that the sun, moon and stars were created on a single day, the 4th day.  Does faith in the divine inspiration of the Bible require the belief that the events in Genesis, including the creation of the earth, sun and stars, happened much more recently than many scientists think is possible?  One consideration is the length of time in light-years that it takes for light from extremely distant objects in space to be visible to us on earth.  Also, the layers in the Grand Canyon and the fossil record suggest a much older earth.  How can evidence for vast time periods and the creation record in the Bible be reconciled and understood?

One possible solution is to recognize that God is all powerful and capable of creating with an appearance of age.  The universe could have been created with the light waves from distant stars already in transit through space for us to see on earth in our time.  Certainly, the Genesis record shows Adam and Eve were created with an appearance of age, as fully grown adults who had never been born, and the animals and trees were created without starting off as babies or seeds. 

Does the text in the Genesis record require us to believe that the entire universe is very recent in order to believe the Bible?  Careful reading and looking at the meanings of the words used unlocks a more nuanced understanding of the message which stands up, answering the questions put to it by our modern world.   For instance, one key to a better understanding of what happened on the 4th day is the word “firmament.”  
Genesis 1:16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night:  he made the stars also.  17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth.

Where is the firmament, the location where God set the lights?  We learn that it is close to the earth because there are waters above it as well as below it, the work of the second day:
· Genesis 1:7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters  which were above the firmament: and it was so.
Key to interpreting waters above the firmament is Genesis 1:7 which limits the location of the “firmament of heaven” because of the water under the “firmament” referring to the earth.   Another clue to the meaning of the word “firmament” comes from the creation of birds on the fifth day:
· Genesis 1:20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.
The explanation that fowl fly in the firmament identifies the location of the firmament since “fowl” can fly in the earth’s atmosphere and not in outer space.  Verse 20 confirms that a good explanation for the “firmament” is the atmosphere above the earth.         

If the “firmament of heaven” is the atmosphere, what happened on the 4th day?  We know that the sun and stars are extremely hot and multiple, multiple times greater in size to the earth, and they are located vast distances from earth.  In what sense are they set in the firmament of heaven, the atmosphere surrounding the earth?  

Further of note the words “sun” and “moon” are not used in Genesis 1 even though there are words in Hebrew for them.  The “greater light” clearly refers to the light coming from the sun and the “lesser light” to the light coming from the moon.  [image: image30.png]A R R
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In the Hebrew, the word used for “light” on the fourth day is “ma-owr” and the Hebrew word for “sun” is “shemesh,” different Hebrew words with different meanings.  This distinction is important to understanding the work of the 4th day.  In Psalm 74:16 both these Hebrew words are used, “thou has prepared the light and the sun,” showing the two words have different meanings.

Genesis chapter one gives a progression, a sequence of acts, and it is important to recognize the order of events and the point of view of the inspired writer.  These happenings are written from the point of view of someone on the surface of the earth witnessing them.  On the first day, on the earth it was dark, and when God said, Let there be light, then it was not dark any more on the surface of the earth.  The earth was illuminated.
How can we understand what happened?  One way is to think of the earth as at first so shrouded with thick clouds that no light could penetrate, and then on the first day, the cloud layer is thinned enough so that external light can penetrate to the surface of the earth.  The word “owr” for illumination describes the type of diffuse light that dispels darkness even though the source of the light cannot be seen.

On day 4, notice that it does not say the sun and moon were created.  Why does it say lights?  Because the sources of the illuminating light from the beginning (Gen.1:1) are revealed, most likely by a further thinning of the atmosphere.  
The point of view is from the surface of the earth where there are two major lights, unlike what would be noticed on the surface of other planets or somewhere in space where there might be many moons or no moon, or several bright stars nearby similar to our sun.  On the fourth day, the source of the lights is now obvious because the lights are not diffused by clouding in the atmosphere but pass through more directly.  Now it can be seen that the greater lights is light from the sun, and the lesser lights is light from the moon.  The light from these sources are seen and from the context of the 4th day to “divide the day from the night” and be for “signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years.”   (Context, Context, Context)
· Genesis 1:14 And God said, Let there be lights (3974) in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for (contrxt is) signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:
· Genesis 1:3 And God said, Let there be light (216 “owr” singular) and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.
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If the light of the first day and the lights of the fourth day are merely the result of the atmosphere thinning, when did the actual sun, moon and stars come into being?  The structure of Genesis one needs closer examination. 

In Gen 1:1, the beginning of everything seen by man is stated:   V.1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  God, who is without beginning or ending, created the heavens and our planet earth.  It doesn’t say the “heavens and earth” were created 6,000 years ago.  In fact, Genesis 1:1 gives no time period regarding when the beginning was.
Gen. 1:1 In the beginning God (430 “'elohiym") created (“bara”) the (definite article plus “eth”) heavens and the (definite article plus “eth”) earth.  
Then, God began to prepare the earth for our creation as we know it.  Gen 1:2 explains how the earth was (had become) without form, waste, empty, and dark (being), covered with water.  Notice the Hebrew particle “eth” (untranslatable, see Hebrew slide page 46 ) appears in Gen. 1:1 next to the Hebrew words for heaven and earth.  The particle “eth” gives emphasis that both THE heaven and THE earth are the direct objects of the verb "create."  THE heavens and THE earth meaning the whole earth (the globe).  The word “earth” is given a new, more limited meaning later in Gen.1:10 where “earth” is defined to be dry land NOT including “seas,” 

Genesis 1:10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.
The word “heaven” is also given a new, more limited meaning in Gen.1:8 when the firmament was created and given the name “heaven” having no definite article.   

Genesis 1:8 And God called the firmament Heaven.  
After the creation of the universe and the planet earth at some beginning time in verse 1, the details are given of how our current 7 day creation on earth progressed.  On the first day the atmosphere cleared, allowing light to penetrate the darkness, but it was so foggy that the source of the light could not be determined, whether it came from the sun, moon or stars or whatever.  On the 4th day the atmosphere was further cleared so that an observer on earth could now see in the daytime the “greater light” coming from the sun and at night the “lesser light” coming from the moon.  The stars also on the 4th day could be seen.  Were the stars physically made on the 4th day and placed in the atmosphere of the earth?  Are not many stars hotter and larger than our sun?  How do we understand the stars?
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The context is their lights are in the earth’s atmosphere.  Were the stars “made” on the 4th day?  No, the words “he made” are in italics, meaning “he made” is not in the original Hebrew text but was added by the KJV translators who thought adding “he made” to the text helped it to read more smoothly.  
The King James Version (KJV) translators didn’t need to contend with today’s science and its thinking.   An important side point this shows the Bible translators were not God inspired but the original text was.  
What happened on the fourth day?  The “firmament of heaven” (atmosphere) was further cleared which allowed the light from the sun, moon and stars to be seen coming through the earth’s atmosphere.  This understanding is confirmed by verse 14, for the lights were to be used for “seasons, days and years,” showing their purpose is to separate time into the appropriate “seasons, days and years” and “to give light upon the earth.” 

Genesis1:14  And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament 
of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be 
for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 
After Gen. 1:1 tells us God created THE heaven and THE earth in the indeterminate beginning, Genesis 1:2 follows, introducing the condition of the heaven and earth at the time the seven day creation began.


Genesis1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.  2 And the earth was (“ha-y’thah”) without form, and void; 
and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters. 3 And God said, Let 
there be light: and there was light.
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The verb “was” V.2 (Hebrew “ha-y’thah” verb “to be” – Qal pf. 3 f.s.) is intentionally included in the text when sometimes “was” may be omitted because it is assumed and not necessary for the sense.  The “was” coupled with the inversion of the word order suggests the correct translation is “had become” as indicated in Rotherham’s Emphasized Bible or in Young’s literal translation (YLT) as “hath existed waste … ”.
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Note in blue green “eth” before “heaven” & “earth” also Gen.1:2 “… and the earth was without form …” with the verb order inverted signifies a tense change - “was” to “had become” or  “hath existed waste and void”.
	Normal order in Hebrew:            


	Verb first 
	Subject second
	Object last

	Inverted order indicates tense change (“was” to past perfect):
	Subject first
	Verb second
	Object last


Dr. Arthur C. Custance wrote a book entitled “Without Form and Void” which lists several reasons why the correct translation for the verb “was” should be in the past perfect tense as “had become” in v.2.  He also 
references Prof. S.R. Driver who contributed to the Westminster Bible.   Both are commentaries on giving further support.  This tense change is significant, for if the earth “had become” something different from what it was before, this supports at least one creation before Adam that had become “waste and void”. 
The following are scripture examples of “hayah” in inverted word order, where it is translated in the past perfect tense, such as, “had borne,” “had not become,” “had come,” “had said,” etc.

	Gen.16:1
	“Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no son …”  (Driver)

	Gen.20:4     
	“But Abimelech had not come near her …” (KJV)

	Gen.24:62
	“Meanwhile Isaac had come from the well …”  (RSV)

	Gen.31:19
	“Meanwhile Laban had gone to shear …”  (RSV)

	Gen.34:5
	“And Jacob heard he had defiled …”  (KJV)

	Josh.6:22
	“But Joshua had said…”  (KJV)

	1Sam.25:21
	“Now David had said …”  (KJV)


Further “Tohuw” and “bohuw” only appear together in Isa.34:11 and Jer.4:23 and in both cases they refer to a ruinous condition after invading armies destroyed Zion.
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As already noted, “In the beginning created God” is the correct verb order in Hebrew but in the next sentence “and the earth was without form and empty” is out of order in Hebrew.  This order inversion is why Rotherham translated the verb “was” to had become and why he translates the Hebrew words “tohuw” as “waste” and “bohuw” as “wild” and also why YLT translates it as  “had existed waste and void.” 
Perhaps there were one or more previous creations on the earth which became a ruin.  Being able to speculate that previous creations are possible opens up questions as to how they came about and whether they were created like our seven-day creation or if they happened some other way.  Clearly, we are not told, and this information is not important to our salvation, so it hasn’t been revealed.  We don’t support the theory that 
these previous creations could have evolved, however the important consideration is we don’t know if or how any previous creations came about; therefore, there is no point in becoming entangled in endless discussions that go nowhere.  What is important is to find out about our creation and whether the seven-day record in Genesis is believable as God-inspired for those living in our scientific world.   
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Some have suggested that Isaiah 45:18 supports a previous creation before Adam.  How does Isaiah 45:18 support a previous creation?
Since Isa. 45:18 says the earth was not created as a ruin, “tohuw” (without form, waste), therefore it must have become “tohuw.”  What can we conclude?  After some unknown time after the universe and earth were created in Gen.1:1, God’s power began moving upon the earth, which had become “tohuw,” and about 6000 years ago, the 7-day creation recorded in Genesis 1:2 through Genesis 2:3 took place.  A time gap in Genesis 1:2 has been suggested, possibly at the beginning of the verse or possibly after the word “deep.”
· Genesis1:2    (time gap?) And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  (time gap?)  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
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An explanation for a gap after verse 1 is that God created the heaven (universe) and the earth, and what was on earth was destroyed later.  A possible gap between the first and second sentence of Genesis 1:2 could be the time between the destruction of a previous creation and the beginning of our creation.  There may have been many, many other creations.  When the events in verses 1 and 2 took place is not revealed, just that they happened in the beginning and in the order given.
As to how long any time gap was or how many creations can fit into such a gap should be no concern of ours.  The age of dinosaurs or the fossil layers certainly may be relics from previous times on earth.  The angels may come from a previous lifetime on earth.
When verse 3 of Genesis 1 begins, there is a change; there is a day-by-day sequence of acts of creation, with each one beginning with an evening and ending after a morning, and since the days are counted evenly one after the other, there would not be any time gaps in that sequence.

Genesis1:5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.
The seven days of creation are a model for the seven days in our week, which establishes that they were seven literal days with no gaps, as confirmed by Ex.31:17, “for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.”
There is an interesting distinction between the words used for acts of creation, and the translators used different English words to preserve this distinction.  The Hebrew word for “created” is “bara” and the Hebrew word for “made” is “asah.”  “Bara” and “asah” are different Hebrew words with different meanings, as can be seen by how they are used.  
The following shows this distinction between “created” and “made” in Genesis 1.
1:1 In the beginning God created “bara” the heaven and the earth. NEW

1:7 And God made the firmament…  (From EXISTING materials)

1:11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding (“asah”- making) seed, (Source already EXISTED)   

1:16 And God made (asah) two great lights (Source already EXISTED)

1:21 And God created (bara) great whales … (UNIQUE new creatures)

1:25 And God made (asah) the beast of the earth … (Source EXISTED)

1:26 And God said; Let us make (asah) man in our image… (Source of dust already EXISTED, Gen.2:7.)

1:27 So God created (bara) man in his own image, in the image of God created (bara) he him; male and female created (bara) … (NEW with spiritual potential from God’s power.)

1:31 And God saw every thing that he had made (asah), and, behold, it was very good… Gen. 2:2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made (asah) and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made (basa).  (created).   

2:3 … that in it he had rested from all his work which God created (bara) and made (asah).   (Our creation has things both new and old.

· “Made” is the Hebrew word “asah” and is linked with forming things from matter already in existence into something new from what previously has been created.  Strong’s concordance says it is a primitive root; “to do or make, in the broadest sense and widest application.”
· “Created” is the Hebrew word “bara” which describes bringing into existence something new and unique, not made of matter already existing, but newly created using God’s power.  Strong’s defines it as a primitive root; “(absolutely) to create” while “asah” is forming the new item out of EXISTING matter.
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The Hebrew word “bara” has a fuller meaning in the context of God creating, for it not only denotes what is original and pristine, but freshly created in the sense of coming from God’s power as compared to “made” from matter already created.  There is a distinct difference between God creating as when He in the beginning “created the heaven and earth” from His energy, and the angels making the atmosphere so the sun, moon and stars could be seen and used for seasons, days and years.   

God employed His angels when He “made heaven” (firmament, atmosphere) on day two and “earth” (dry land) to appear on day three.  
(Second day) Genesis1:6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.  (Therefore the firmament of heaven is the atmosphere around the earth, since waters are above it.  See also v.20.)

This distinction is important in interpreting Exo.31:17, for “asah” (made) describe the 7 day creation, while “bara” Gen.1:1 describes the beginning when God’s power created the heaven and the earth, and then His angels used the material created to carry out His bidding.  
Exo 31:17  It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the LORD made (asah) heaven and earth and on the seventh day he rested … 
“The LORD made heaven (the atmosphere – firmament, Gen.1:7-8 ) and earth” (the dry land, Gen.1:10) during the seven day creation.

Genesis 2 shows that when the creation was finished, on the seventh day God ended his work both of creating (bara) and making (asah) our world.                                                                                                                             
Gen.2:3  And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: 
because that in it he had rested from all his work which God 
created (bara) and made (asah). 
Examples some use to support a young earth:

One example is the earth’s magnetic field which deflects much of the cosmic radiation but because it deteriorates exponentially it would be so weak over the time period of an “Old Earth,” life couldn’t exist because of cosmic radiation.  Another is the earth’s rotation which is slowing down making it impossible to support an “Old Earth”.  Another is the moon drift showing the moon is drifting slowly away from the earth.  

These and other limiting factors can be dismissed since the Bible begins the seven day creation making the earth new again part way through Gen.1:2 with the words “… and the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters”.  This new seven day creation began about six thousand years ago and would have included the required changes to the earth’s magnetic field, its rotation and the distance the moon needed to be from the earth as well as a myriad of required changes to support a new earth.  Since the Genesis creation account backs previous creations, the above limiting factors actually add support to an “Old Earth” created in the beginning in Gen.1:1.      

Bible truth is fundamental
We read in the gospel of John that we must worship God in “spirit and in truth”. 
John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
The message of the Bible is that Truth is extremely important.  The truth about who God is, how He ought to be worshipped, the creation account and His plans for our future have been misinterpreted in the past, causing Divine Truth to be corrupted.  These false interpretations today have caused many to be agnostic or atheistic.  Another major reason for disbelief is that some do not wish to be responsible to a Creator.

Robert Roberts in 1876 in The Christadelphian Magazine p.157 wrote:
“Revelation does not give a scientific cosmology” meaning “scientific teaching does not come within the province of revelation.”  Later on P.157 he wrote in connection with Gen.1:1 “but the myriads of ages may have intervened between that beginning and the creation of man”.
The purpose of the Bible is not to give a detailed, scientifically rigorous explanation of how God created our world or a detailed record of every historical event that ever occurred.  We are told just what God wants us to know.  What we are told is designed to build faith (Rom. 3:28) and prepare people to be kings and priests (Rev. 5:10) in the future kingdom.  We pray for the establishment of the kingdom in the Lord’s Prayer (Mt.6:10), 

· Revelation 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
· Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Summary and Additional Points:
· “Created” is the Hebrew word “bara” which describes the creation of what is new and unique, NOT MATTER ALREADY EXISTING but which is newly created using God’s power, while “asah” is making the new item out of EXISTING matter already created by God’s power.
· A possible time gap is in Gen.1:2.

Genesis1:1 In the beginning (note no time given) God 


created the heaven and the earth. 2 And the earth was 


without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face 

of the deep.  (Many see a gap in time of unknown length before 

the next sentence.)  And the Spirit of God moved upon the 

face of the waters (about six thousand years ago).


· The following illustration shows a time gap followed by the days of our creation.
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What is significant is that this understanding of Genesis 1:1-2 does not limit the time when the heaven and the earth came into existence.
· Genesis 1 does not say God created the sun, moon and stars on the 4th day.  It says He made two great lights in the “firmament of heaven” which is the atmosphere around the earth and not where the sun, moon and stars are.
· The meaning of “firmament of heaven” is determined by Gen. 1:7,20.  Verse 7 says there is water above the firmament, which cannot apply to outer space, and v.20 says birds fly in the firmament which can only be the earth’s atmosphere and not outer space. 
The New Testament helps in interpreting the creation as seen in Rm.1:20.
Rm.1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made…

Romans 1:20 explains that the things we can’t see (for example we can’t see 
God but we believe there is a God) can be understood by the things we can see.  Seeing light and knowing the speed of light, we conclude that the light we see from distant stars must have been traveling to reach us here on earth for millions of years.  
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There are at least two ways the distance of the planets and stars are calculated.  One is using trigonometry and measuring 
the parallax angle.  Another is measuring the brightness level of the light coming from these celestial bodies.  Today we are able to add a third way by sending and receiving data from Voyager One while verifying the transmission time required with the known distance and transfer speed.   
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Mankind is responsible both from the Bible and from our natural world 
to see there is a God.  Living in our modern age, education brings knowledge of the world and laws like the speed of light, gravity and thermodynamics all exist and govern the natural world.  From Romans 1:20, mankind is responsible to see that the evidence from the natural world including the universe supports a designer and couldn’t have come by chance.  There is a God!   
Careful reading of Genesis shows that the age of the universe is not given, and the seven day creation does not conflict with the natural world, that the light from distant stars has been traveling our way for millions of years.  The text of Genesis is written to allow the interpretation that God created the universe in the beginning with no indication when that beginning was.  
As to the seven day creation it was about six thousand years age and can be 
worked out from Bible genealogies.  The genealogy in Genesis chapter 5 is a good example to how this is done. 
Genesis 5:5-11 And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died. 6 And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos: 7 And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters:  8 And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died. 9 And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan: 10 And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and daughters: 11 And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: and he died. 
The creation record confirms there is a God and therefore mankind is without excuse.  God requires faith based on the evidence in the Bible plus the natural world in seeing the “things that are made” in Rom.1:20.  Both sources are required in our modern age in correctly interpreting.  Both are required to grow in faith and be “justified” which is critical for salvation.
· Hebrews11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
· Romans3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified (accounted righteous) by faith without the deeds of the law.
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