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Section E  (Jesus’ 2nd greatest prophecy AD 70-2???)
Embedded in the gospel record, the Olivet prophecy can be overlooked because its placement is outside the portions of scripture dedicated to prophecy.  The Old Testament contains multiple books of prophecy, such as Isaiah, Daniel, Joel and others.  In the New Testament there is but one book of prophecy, the Revelation.  The Olivet prophecy is found only in three of the gospel records in the New Testament and is confined to one or two chapters in each, as compared to the book of Revelation with its twenty-two chapters.  The Olivet prophecy is less extensive in coverage, not covering the social, political and governmental history of future events such as are foretold in the Seals, Trumpets, Vials and Thunders in the book of Revelation.  Yet, the message contained in the Olivet prophecy is of great importance to our time plus giving provided guidance in the first century.
The Olivet prophecy begins with warnings about events leading to AD 70 and the destruction of Jerusalem, the temple and the nation.  Jesus answers three questions posed by the apostles Peter, James, John and Andrew while they were on the Mount of Olives over looking the temple and city of Jerusalem.  The answer Jesus gave is called the “Olivet Prophecy”.
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Olivet Prophecy spread sheet comparison
	MATHEW CHAPTERS  24- 25
	MARK CHAPTER 13
	LUKE CHAPTERS 17 & 21

	Matthew 24:1 xe "Matthew:Mat.24\:1-10"
    And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to show him the buildings of the temple. 
	Mark 13:1 xe "Mark:Mar.13-12"

xe "Mark:Mar.13\:1-12" And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here! 
	Luke 21:5xe "Luke:Luk.21\:5-16" 

    And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he said, 

	Matthew 24:2 

    And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 
	Mark 13:2 

    And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 
	Luke 21:6 

    As for these things which ye behold, the days will come, in the which there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.  

	Matthew 24:3 

    And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 
	Mark 13:3,4  And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, 4  Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled? 
	Luke 21:7 

    And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things be? and what sign will there be when these things shall come to pass? 



	Matthew 24:4 ,5

4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.

5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.  
	Mark 13:5,6

5  And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man deceive you: 

6  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.     
	Luke 21:8 

8 And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them. 

	Matthew 24:6  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.     
	Mark 13:7   And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end shall not be yet.   
	Luke 21:9 But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by and by. 

	Matthew 24:7 

    For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 
	Mark 13:8 

    For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: … 
	Luke 21:10,11  Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 

11 And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. 

	Matthew 24:8 

    All these are the beginning of sorrows. 
	Mark 13:8 … these are the beginnings of sorrows. >
	

	Matthew 24:9 

    Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. 
	Mark 13:9  But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them. 
	Luke 21:12,13  But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake.  

13 And it shall turn to you for a testimony. 

	
	Mark 13:10  And the gospel must first be published among all nations.

 Mark 13:11  But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 
	Luke 21:14 

    Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: 

Luke 21:15 

    For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.

	Matthew 24:10 

    And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 


	Mark 13:12

   Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death.

Mark 13:13  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.  
	Luke 21:16 And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death.  17  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. 

18 But there shall not an hair of your head perish.  19 In your patience possess ye your souls. 


	MATTHEW CHAPTERS 24- 25
	MARK CHAPTER 13                                     
	LUKE CHAPTERS 17 & 21

	Matthew 24:11,12,13xe "Matthew:Mat.24\:11-22" 

    And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.  
	Mark 13:13xe "Mark:Mar.13\:13-20"  … but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.    
	

	Matthew 24:14 

    And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 
	
	

	Matthew 24:15 

    When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)
	Mark 13:14 

    But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains: 
	

	Matthew 24:16 

    Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:   17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:  18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.  
	Mark 13:15 

    And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house, neither enter therein, to take any thing out of his house: 

16  And let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment. 
	Luke 21:20xe "Luke:Luk.21\:20-23" 

    And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 

Luke 21:21 

    Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter there into.  

 Luke 21: 22 For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. 

	Matthew 24:19 

    And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 
	Mark 13:17 

    But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 
	Luke 21:23 

    But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! …  

	Matthew 24:20 

    But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day: 
	Mark 13:18 

    And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter.     
	

	Matthew 24:21 

    For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 


	Mark 13:19 

    For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be. 
	

	Matthew 24:22  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened. 
	Mark 13:20 And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days. 
	

	
	
	 … for there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. 


At this point in comparing the Olivet prophecy in Matthew, Mark and Luke it is much easier to see where the transition is between the first question of the signs when the temple would be destroyed and the second question of the sign (singular) when Jesus will return from heaven.  There would be several signs leading up to the temple being destroyed but only one sign answering the second question of “the sign of thy (Jesus’) coming”.  


Matthew24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives … Tell us, 
when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the world? 
	MATT. 24  re: 2nd  Question  
	MARK 13 re: 2nd  Question
	LK. 21 &17 re: 2nd Question

	TRANSISTION FROM 1ST QUESTION TO AD 70 TO 2ND QUESTION OF JESUS’ RETURN.
	
	Luke 21:24 xe "Luke:Luke 21\:24-28"And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

	Matthew 24:23 xe "Matthew:Mat.24\:23-28"
Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 
	Mark 13:21xe "Mark:Mar.13\:21-23" And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not: 
	

	Matthew 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 
	Mark 13:22 

    For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall show signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect. 


	

	Matthew 24:25 

    Behold, I have told you before. 


	Mark 13:23 

    But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things. 
	

	Matthew 24:26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. 
	
	

	Matthew 24:27  2ND QUESTION 

    For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
	
	Luke 17:24xe "Luke:Luke 17\:24-37"
For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day. 

	
	
	Luke 17:25 But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation.  

	
	
	Luke 17:26 

And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.  

	
	
	Luke 17:27 

   They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.  

	
	
	Luke 17:28

 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded;  

	
	
	Luke 17:29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.  

	
	
	Luke 17:30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.  

	
	
	Luke 21:25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 

	
	
	Luke 21:26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 

	
	
	Luke 17:34 I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left. 

	
	
	Luke 17:35

 Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

	
	
	Luke 17:36 Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

	
	
	Luke 21:27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 

	Matthew 24:28 

    For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together. 


	
	Luke 17:37 And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together. 

	
	
	. 

	MATT.  CHAPTERS 24&25
	MARK CHAPTER 13
	LUKE CHAPTERS 17 & 21

	Matthew 24:29xe "Matthew:Mat.24\:29-41" Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 
	Mark 13:24,25  ARMAGEDDONxe "Mark:Mar.13\:24-32"
    But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, :25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.     
	

	Matthew 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 
	Mark 13:26 

    And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. 
	

	Matthew 24:31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
	Mark 13:27 

    And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven. 
	

	 Mt. 24:3"What shall be the sign of the coming?"  xe "Mattthew:Mat.24\:3"
	 Mk. 13:3 xe "Mark:Mar.13\:3""What shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled?"          
	Lk 21:7xe "Luke:Luke 21\:7" "What sign will there be when these things shall come to pass?"

	Matthew 24:32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: 
	Mark 13:28  Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is near: 


	Luke 21:29xe "Luke:Luke 21\:29-35" And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; 30] When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. 

	Matthew 24:33 

    So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. 
	Mark 13:29 

    So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors. 
	Luke 21:31 

    So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 

	Matthew 24:34  Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 
	Mark 13:30 

    Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done. 
	Luke 21:32 

    Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. 

	Matthew 24:35 

    Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 
	Mark 13:31 

    Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 
	Luke 21:33 

    Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 

	Matthew 24:36 

    But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 
	Mark 13:32 

    But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 
	

	Matthew 24:37 

    But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
	
	Luke 17:26 

    And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. 

	Matthew 24:38 

    For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 
	
	Luke 17:27 

    They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 

	Matt. 24:39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
	
	

	Matthew 24:40 

    Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
	
	Luke 17:36 

    Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

	Matthew 24:41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
	
	Luke 17:35 

    Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

	
	Mark 13:33 

    Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 
	Luke 21:34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. 

	
	
	Luke 21:35 

    For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. 

	
	MK. 13:34 For the Son taking afar journey…


	

	MT. CHAPTERS  24&25
	MARK CHAPTER 13
	LUKE CHAPTERS 17:21

	Matthew 24:42 

    Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
	Mark 13:35 

    Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 
	Luke 21:36 

    Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

	
	Mark 13:36 

Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 
	

	
	Mark 13:37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 
	

	Matthew 24:43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.  
	
	Luke 12:39 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through. 

	Matthew 24:44  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 
	
	Luke 12:40 

    Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.

	
	
	Luke 12:41 

    Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest thou this parable unto us, or even to all? 

	Matthew 24:45 

    Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? 
	
	Luke 12:42 

    And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season? 

	Matthew 24:46 

    Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.  
	
	Luke 12:43 

    Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.     

	Matthew 24:47 

    Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods. 
	
	Luke 12:44 

    Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. 

	Matthew 24:48,49

    But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; 

49 And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 
	
	Luke 12:45 

    But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken;     

	Matthew 24:50,51 

    The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,

 51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
	
	Luke 12:46 

    The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 

	
	
	Luke 12:47  And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 

	
	
	Luke 12:48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: …. 

	Matthew 25:1-13 xe "Matthew:Mat.25\:1-46"Parable of the virgins
	
	

	Matthew 25:13-30 Parable of  the talents
	
	

	3RD QUESTION "end of the world" (165 aion, Mt.24:3)
	
	

	Matthew 25:31-46 Parable of 

the sheep and goats
	
	

	
	
	


There are some major challenges to interpreting the timing of the events of the Olivet prophecy, and comparing the three accounts in the above chart is very helpful.  For example, the Matthew account mentions three questions, whereas there are only two mentioned in the other accounts.  The three questions seem to be answered in order since the last question refers to the end of our Gentile age (Mt.24:3, 165 “aion”), and Jesus discusses this topic last by means of the parable of the separation of the sheep and goats, representing nations judged at the time of the end before the establishment of the Kingdom (Mt.25:31-46; Joel 3:2 in the valley of Jehoshaphat).  A logical conclusion is that the three questions are answered chronologically, with the first events leading up to AD 70, the second section dealing with Jesus’ coming and the third, the end of the Gentile age.  The following comparison chart identifies the transition (Mt.24:23,24) between events leading to AD 70 and events leading to Jesus’ second coming.
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The transition to events after AD 70 is indicated in Matthew’s account, verse 23, “Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.”  The “then” refers to after the destruction of AD 70 discussed in verse 22 when the days were shortened.  The significance of the rise of false Christs after AD 70 is clarified by the terms “desert” and “secret chambers” found in Mt.24:26.  Who are these false Christs? 
NRSV Matthew24:26 So, if they say to you, 'Look! He is in the wilderness,' do not go out. If they say, 'Look! He is in the inner rooms,' do not believe it.
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The message to us is that during this long period from AD 70 to Jesus’ return, we should not be fooled into believing in any false Christs, or that Jesus’ coming is related to either of the two religious systems indicated by the terms “desert” and “inner chamber,” which suggest Mohammedanism and Catholicism.   Each of these religions focus on a central figure, one Mohammed and the other the Pope.  Both of these religions have many followers, but they are following “false” Christs.
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To answer the first question as to when shall these things be, Jesus gives a number of events that would happen.   These are listed in the above illustration relating to Mt. 24:7-9.  Mark’s account lists the same events but with an important addition, which gives an indication of the timing of these events.  Mark 13:9 adds, “in the synagogues ye shall be beaten.”  This reference to synagogues punishing believers limits the dating of these events to the times before AD 70 (Acts 9:1-2) and shows these signs do not apply today!  Synagogues nowadays do not have the power to inflict corporal punishment.  This detail is important to our understanding of the timing of the signs in the surrounding verses (Mk.13:7-23) as applying to events leading to AD 70.  The upcoming trials are the “beginning of sorrows,”.
· Acts 9:1-2 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter … he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.
·  Mark13:9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: …
The “wars,” “earthquakes,” and “famines” mentioned in Mark 13:7-9 applied to the first century when there were multiple occurrences of these troubles.  Although many similar incidents have been continuing into our day, they involving the 1st question in the Olivet prophecy are signs leading to AD 70 when Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed.   It is the second question that concerns our age.

· Mark13:4 Tell us, when shall these things be? (2nd question) and what shall be the sign (see page 263) when all these things shall be fulfilled?
· (1st question) Mark13:7 And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end (AD 70) shall not be yet. 8 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines …   9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: (can’t be our age therefore signs to the 1st questions) and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them.
The second question involves “the sign” of Jesus’ return, and since in Greek the term “the sign” (see page 263) is singular with the definite article, the plural signs given earlier of wars, famines, and earthquakes would apply to AD 70.
To answer the second question concerning THE sign of Christ’s coming, there is only one sign given, the parable of the fig tree (see pages 263-267).
Luke 17:24-37 helps our understanding as to when Jesus will return and seen as lightning, for there are 11 verses of detail given between Jesus’ return, indicated by “lightning” (Mt.24:27; Lk.17:24), and Israel becoming a “carcass” (Israeli nation destroyed by Russian confederacy), Mt.24:28; Lk.17:37. 
· Matthew 24:27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28 For wheresoever the carcase is (Israel destroyed and no longer a nation), there will the eagles (many nations involved in eating the carcass of the dead Israeli nation) be gathered together.
· Luke17:22 And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man (they wanted to see Jesus’ return, not AD 70), and ye shall not see it (when Jesus comes and delivers Israel). 23 And they (after AD 70 and AD 135) shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them. 24 For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven (still future when Jesus with his Saints manifest themselves upon Mt. Olivet); so shall also the Son of man be in his day.
Details of the events when Jesus is "revealed” are listed in Luke 17:24-37, with the timing made extremely clear by verse 30.
Luke17:30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed (601 “apokalupto” - reveal 26; 26).
Jesus reveals himself to the world as “lightning” at Armageddon, which is when Christ and the saints confront the Russian confederacy after it has destroyed Israel and set up its headquarters in Jerusalem, Dan.11:45.
Daniel11:45 And he (Gog Eze.38) shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain (Mt Zion); yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.
Luke 17:24-30 also helps us to understand that the similarity to the days of Noah and Lot applies to the times just before Armageddon.  Jesus does not mention the obvious evils of the ages of Noah and Lot as mentioned in the account in Genesis regarding “violence” (Gen.6:11-13) and immorality (Gen.13:13), but instead mentions “eating and drinking” and a life busy with ordinary activities, indicating prosperous times.  These conditions will apply particularly to Israel as prosperous, having gotten “cattle and goods,” just before the Russian confederacy invades looking for spoil, Eze.38:13.
· Luke17:26 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days (just before Armageddon) of the Son of man. 27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came … 
· Ezekiel38:13 … Art thou come to take a spoil (of Israel)? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?
Causing Armageddon, Russia will invade and destroy Israel, divide up the spoil and send those left into captivity.  At that time Christ intervenes described as “lightning” and seen worldwide.
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Christ and his saints will destroy the Russian-led confederacy and in Ezekiel 39:11-12, the Russian army will be buried in the “valley of Hamongog”.
Ezekiel39:11-12 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley of Hamongog. 12 And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the land. 
The third question, which only appears in Matthew’s account, asks when the end of the world, that is, is when the Gentile age will end.  Jesus answers this question with the parable of the sheep and goats, Mt.25:31-46.
Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:
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In Matthew’s account of the Olivet Prophecy, there are seven parables that are given in a chronological sequence.  The first parable, the parable of the “fig tree” (Mt.24:32-35), deals with the establishment of the nation of Israel.  The fig tree is a symbol of Israel (Joel 1:7) which Jesus cursed (Mt.21:19) but which came back to life as a nation in AD 1948.  Next, Jesus compares his second coming to the “days of Noah” (Mt.24:37-39), with a warning to “watch” (Mt.24:42).  The next parable, the “Goodman” (Mt.24:43) who loses his household when the “thief” comes, makes a connection to Jesus returning as a thief.  The following parable in the sequence concerns the “faithful and wise servant” (Mt.24:45-47) who saves his household.  Then comes the parable of the “ten virgins” (Mt.25:1-12) who are called to meet Jesus at his coming.  The parable of the “talents” (Mt.25:14-30) comes next, which relates to the judgment seat.   The last parable depicts the end of the Gentile Age just before the Millennial Age when the nations are judged, as described in the parable of the “sheep and goats” (Mt.25:31-46 also pages 247-254)
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As shown in the illustration above, the events described in Matt.24:6,7 are events leading to AD 70.  In our time, the view of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives is somewhat similar to what it was in the first century, except that in place of the Herodian Temple is the Moslem shrine, the Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque.  The Dome of the Rock is extremely prominent and captures the viewer’s attention, much like the Herodian temple would have done for Jesus, Peter, James, John and Andrew two thousand years earlier, a sight which prompted the Olivet prophecy.
· Mark 13:1And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here! 2 And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled?
· Luke21:5 And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he said, 6 As for these things which ye behold, the days will come, in the which there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 7 And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things be? and what sign will there be when these things shall come to pass?
Neither Mark nor Luke records the third question asking when will be the “end of the age;” they record only the first and second questions.  
With respect to the first question about when the stones will be thrown down, is there anything left of Solomon’s temple or the temple built in Ezra’s time, or Herod’s temple?  What is known at the present time is that only the retaining wall holding up the land on which these temples were built remains.   The retaining wall contains stones dating from the time of Solomon as well as from the time of Herod.  A retaining wall however is not the temple which Hadrian in 135 AD plowed as a field.
· “The Romans plowed Jerusalem with a yoke of oxen. Jews were sold into slavery and many were transported to Egypt. Judean settlements were not rebuilt. Jerusalem was turned into a pagan city called Aelia Capitolina and the Jews were forbidden to live there.”
· The Jews “were permitted to enter only on the 9th of Av to mourn their losses in the revolt. Hadrian changed the country’s name from Judea to Syria Palestina.”
· “In 135 AD, Hadrian filled in about 50 feet of earth over top of where the temple stood and enlarged the temple mount and built a temple of Jupiter where we see the Dome of the rock today.”
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Today a portion of this retaining wall is called the “Wailing Wall,” a site most sacred to the Jewish people.  Did the buildings of the temple include the “Wailing Wall?”  If so, since these stones on the wall are piled one upon another, the day Jesus spoke of when the stones would all be thrown down has not yet come.  However, it will be shown that this wall did not form part of the temple buildings.
It could be that Jesus’ prophecy has a partial and full fulfillment, with the partial fulfillment being the destructions of AD 70 and AD 135 an a  fuller destruction to come later with the earthquake in Zec.14:4.  Many Bible prophecies have both a partial and full fulfillment.  For example, we know Isaiah 61:2 has a partial fulfillment when Jesus quoted the first part when he was in the synagogue in Nazareth, when he said that this day the prophecy was fulfilled in their ears.  However, the verse he quotes in Isaiah continues, with the last part of Isa.61:2 saying, “… and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn.”  The day of vengeance was not to be fulfilled at that time, showing that the second part of Isa.61:2 has a future full fulfillment, which is why this part wasn’t quoted by Jesus. 
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THE QUESTION

Does Jesus’ Olivet prophecy have both a partial and full fulfillment?  Are there stones today remaining one upon another from the “buildings of the temple?”  If so, the presence of these piled-up stones would support the premise that the Olivet prophecy has both a partial and full fulfillment.  The answer is important to help determine the timing of the prophecy and whether the recurrent wars, famines and earthquakes are signs to us of Jesus imminent return from heaven.

Mark 13:2 And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.
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Many nowadays look at these signs that are happening in our time and conclude that Jesus is about to return, for there have been and still are “wars and rumours of wars.”  There are “famines,” “pestilences,” and “earthquakes” in many places, however, these have been occurring regularly in various parts of the world throughout the ages, Mt.24:4-7.
Matthew24:4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.
Knowing whether a prophecy has a partial and full fulfillment is important to being able to rightly divide and interpret the prophecy.  In our time this understanding is especially important, for it helps determine what to look for before Jesus returns.
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Today the destruction of the three temples is so complete that it has been questioned if there ever was a Jewish temple built by Solomon, Zerubbabel or Herod.  Many groups of people have concluded that the Jews have no right to claim the temple mount because of the lack of evidence for these previous temples.  
Due to the sacredness of the site to believers in the Moslem religion, it is almost impossible to excavate the temple mount for actual remnants of the buildings of a Jewish temple.  The closest remains are the huge stones that go back to the time of king Solomon that make up part of the retaining wall on the West side of the temple mount.  Some of these extremely large stones are visible today at the southwest end of the retaining wall where they are above grade.  Below grade they also can be seen by means of a tunnel that has been excavated.   The important point is that these stones form a retaining wall not connected with the temple but built to protect the temple platform from erosion.   
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From the above illustration it is easy to see the differences in the stones which make up the Wailing Wall, with some stones dating back to the time of Solomon around 1000 BC.  These huge stones, as shown in the center photo, can be seen today at the southwest corner of the retaining wall.  The square beveled stones found in the Wailing Wall are from the Herodian period and date approximately to 20 BC.  In the bottom right picture, these Herodian stones have been exposed by excavation.  
As to the stones that were part of the actual temples of Solomon, Zerubbabel or Herod, there are none that can be shown as remaining.  In the retaining wall there are stones that date back to Solomon and Herod, but the question remains, can these stones be considered as stones of the temple?  The answer is no.  Just as a fence surrounding the property around your house is not considered part of your house, so the retaining wall preventing erosion of the platform on the temple mount is not considered part of the buildings erected on that platform.
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Here is yet another view of stones stacked upon each other on the southern wall.  Are they part of the retaining wall leading up to the temple mount, are they remnants of the Herodian temple, or do they date from the Turkish period which came later? The wall at the top of this photo came later from the Turkish period.  At the left side of this photo is steps that may go back to Herod’s temple, but again they were not part of the temple, they were part of the route leading to the temple.  The conclusion is that there is no evidence these stones support a later full fulfillment to the “not one stone upon another” as part of the Olivet prophecy.
· Mark13:2 And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.
· Luke19:44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.
In summary, it has not been determined whether or not there may be undiscovered buried stones of the temple found one upon another, but the evidence is that there are no remaining portions of this structure.  
The following illustration gives four reasons to conclude that there is no evidence of stones remaining one upon another belonging to either Solomon’s temple or Zerubbabel’s temple or Herod’s temple.
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Matthew 24:9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations … 
Mark 13:9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them.
The context of these verses is the time before AD 70, for today synagogues do not have the power to persecute or put to death.  In the first century, the synagogues had this power, as can be seen in the example of Saul (later called Paul) who had the authority to arrest and kill Disciples of Christ when he was sent to Damascus (Acts 9:1-2). 
Acts9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.
Is it not possible that the signs leading up to AD 70 could also being signs that presage Christ’s second coming?  The reference from Mark 13:9 shows that these particular signs do not apply to our day, for synagogues today do not have the power to put believers in prison or to death, indicating that these troubles are the lead up to AD 70 and not to our age.  Also, the second question involves one sign, singular, of Jesus’ coming; therefore the signs for the first question would not be unique and would take away from the second question if they also applied to Jesus’ return.  The conclusion is that the Olivet prophecy does not have a partial and later full fulfillment, and the signs relating to the first question do not apply to Jesus’ second coming.     
Continuing with the theme of important questions arising from the words used in the Olivet prophecy are the words: “angel”, “trumpet” an “elect” in Matthew 24:31.
Matthew24:31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
The interpretation of the three words “angels,” “trumpet,” and “elect” is dependent on the context.  (See comparison time line page 223)
Mt.24:29-30 happens after Armageddon and, therefore, well after Jesus’ return as a thief and the resurrection and judgment of the responsible.
· Matthew24:29 Immediately after the tribulation (Eze.38:8-12) of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven (political Jewish heaven), and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30 And then (after v.29 the “tribulation”) shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven (Jesus having inherited David’s throne): and then shall all the tribes (twelve tribes) of the earth mourn (Zech.12:10), and they (the Jews all over the earth)) shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory, (Occurs when Jesus with his saints manifests themselves as lightning splitting the mount of Olives, Zec.14:4).
The context of Mt.24:29-30 is when Christ with his saints has come with power and great glory and Jesus is ruling in Jerusalem, having inherited David’s throne. 
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At this time the tribes of Israel will recognize and mourn for Jesus, having seen his coming as “lightning” and the following destruction of the Russian confederacy.  The “angels” (v.31) are the immortalized saints, and the “trumpet” is the call to the “elect” who are the Jews in all parts of the world (Eze.20:33-38; Mic. 2:12-13; 7:14-15).  The identification of who are the elect has been the subject of much speculation. The word “elect” in this context does not apply to the saints but to the Jews. The key to this interpretation is the context.  The three words “mourn”, “sign” and “see” the coming of Jesus “in the clouds of heaven” (Mt.24:30).  This applies not to the time of the resurrection but to the call (sound of the “trumpet”, Mt.24:31) to the tribes of Israel scattered abroad when Jesus Christ and the resurrected saints have defeated the Russian confederacy.
· Matthew24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
· Zechariah12:10  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 
After this Jesus turns to the nations of the world which embraces the 3rd question in Mathew 24:3 namely the end of the Gentile Age with the nations being judged in the parable of the Sheep and Goats Mt.25:31-46.

The CONTEXT of the PARABLE of the SHEEP and GOATS 
1.   Part of the Olivet prophecy - Matthew chapters 24 & 25.

2.  This parable is in answer to the disciples LAST question (Mt.24:3 XE "Matthew:Mat.24\:3" ) the "end of the world” (165 "aion").  This is supported in Matt. 25:46 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:31-46"  where the same Greek root “aion” appears. 

3.  It is the last of five parables that follow each other chronologically:  

· Matt. 24:43 (goodman of the house) = BEFORE Christ's return. 

· Matt. 24:45 (faithful/wise servant)= BEFORE Christ's return 

· Matt. 25:1-13 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:1-30"  (ten virgins) = AT Christ's return as a thief.

· Matt. 25:14-30 (talents) = Judgment seat UPON Christ's return 

· Matt. 25:31-46 (sheep/goats) = judgment of nations AFTER judgment of the saints and when Jesus sits upon David's throne confronting the nations
4.  Further support to the timing:

· MAT 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory.

· MAT 25:34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed… 

· MAT 25:40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, ...

· The timing is after Jesus comes in glory, Mat.24:27 XE "Matthew:Mat.24\:27-31"  and not his coming as a "thief".
· The timing is when "he (Jesus) sits upon the "throne of his glory,"  (v.31) when Jesus is KING upon David's throne, Lk.1:32 XE "Luke:Luke 1\:32" .

· The timing is before the “end of the world” (165 “an age”). Here the context is before the beginning of the millennial age, Matt.24:3 XE "Matthew:Mat.24\:3" . 
ANALYSIS
Once the timing of this parable is established as after the saints have been judged.  It is not to say that faith is not active and feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, housing the stranger, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and the imprisoned are not important however they are temporal.  These good works are important but because of the context, being the 3rd question in Mt.24:3, this parable of the sheep and goats should only be used as applied to the nations.  The context is nations, (Mt.25:32) for in our Age we are accounted righteous by faith as compared to works, Romans 3:28.  
INTERPRETING Matthew 25:31-46  (Parable of the Sheep and Goats)
MAT 25:31 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:31"  When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels (32 "aggelos" resurrected righteous) with him, then shall he sit upon the throne (2362 "thronos") of his glory:  32 And before him shall be gathered all nations (1484 "ethnos) ...

· "Throne of his glory” -- This is a telling phrase that helps establish the timing of this parable.  Mt.19:28 XE "Matthew:Mat.19\:28"  is the ONLY other place where this phrase is used.  Also it applies AFTER the resurrection and judgement.
· Mt.l9:28 And Jesus said unto them Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
· Context - Here the disciples have already been judged and also sit on thrones judging the tribes, Luke 22:29,30. XE "Luke:Luke 22\:29,30" 
· “Throne” 2362 thronos {thron'-os} from thrao (to sit), a stately seat ("throne"). AV - throne 54, seat 7; 61. 

· (Telling Pt.) "Thronos" is the throne of a king as compared to the judgment seat of a judge.  Jesus earlier will sit to judge his brethren seated upon the ("bema") and not the ("thronos"). 

· 2Cor.5:10 XE "2Corinthians:2Cor.5\:10"  For we must all appear before the judgment seat (968 "bema") of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men;

· ROM 14:10 XE "Romans:Rom.14\:10"  But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy  brother?  for we shall all stand before the judgment seat (968 "bema") of Christ.

· (968 bema; n. AV - judgment seat 10, throne 1, misc. 1, 12).
·  Dan.7:9-12 XE "Daniel:Dan.7\:7-10"  speaks of this time when the books were open and Jesus did “sit” to judge and “the rest of the beasts” (beast nations) will exist in the Millennium for a “season and time” (90+360=450 years, see pages 16-29 for the “Day for a Year Principle”)   
· "Angels" 32 aggelos {ang'-el-os} from aggello (to bring tidings); n m AV angel 179, messenger 7; 186.  

· Interpreting "aggelos" (messenger) depends on the context for the messenger can be mortal or immortal.
· Luke 7:24 XE "Luke:Luke 7\:24"  And when the messengers (32 "aggelos) of John were departed, he began to speak unto the people concerning John ...  (See also Heb.12:1 XE "Hebrews:Heb.12\:1" ; Matt.24:30 XE "Matthew:Mat.24\:30" ; 26:64 XE "Matthew:Mat.26\:64" ; Rev.1:7) XE "Revelations:Rev.1\:7" .

· The context of Mt.25:31 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:31"  is when Jesus sits upon David's throne and his angels (messengers are his immortal saints) will be with him and the judgment of the nations takes place.  This will occur before the millennial kingdom age begins.

· 1Cor.6:2 XE "1Corinthians:1Cor.6\:2"  Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world.

·  Rev. 5:10 XE "Revelation:Rev.5\:10"  And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.   

Matt.25:32 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:32"  And before him shall be gathered all nations <1484>: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  

· (Telling pt.)  "Nations" 1484 "ethnos" {eth'-nos} plural probably from 1486; n. AV - Gentiles 93, nation 64, heathen 5, people 2; 164.  

· (Liddell and Scott Greek-English Lexicon) "...in New Testament (ethnos) the nations, Gentiles, i.e. all but Jews and Christians." 

· "Ethnos" is NOT applied to specific individuals. (Mt.4:15 XE "Matthew:Mat.4\:15" ;6:32 XE "Matthew:Mat.6\:32" ; 10:5,18 XE "Matthew:Mat.10\:5,18" ; 12:18,21 XE "Matthew:Mat.12\:18,21" ; 20:19,25 XE "Matthew:Mat.20\:19,25" ; 21:43 XE "Matthew:Mat.21\:43" ; 24:7,9,14 XE "Matthew:Mat.24\:7,9,14" ; 25:32 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:32" ; 28:19 XE "Matthew:Mat.28\:19" )

· "Ethnos" applies to a number of people living together.  Christ is not judging individuals here. The Gentile nations will be judged by Christ, (Mic.4:3 XE "Micah:Mic.4\:3" ; Psa.110:6 XE "Psalms:Psa.110\:6" ; Isa.2:4 XE "Isaiah:Isa.2\:4" ; Acts 14:16) XE "Acts:Act.14\:16" .  The use of “ethnos” shows this parable is to be interpreted on a national level as compared to individual level.  

· Joel 3:2-5 XE "Joel:Joel 3\:2-5"  details a basis of judgment as to their treatment of natural Israel.  In Matt. 25:31-46, XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:31-46"  Christ expands this, including their treatment of his brethren.  If this applied to the judgment of individuals then this parable supports judgment of all people and not just the responsible.

· Jesus will judge the nations for they now are “the minister of God”, (Rom.13:4 XE "Romans:Rom.13\:4" \r "om" ) and therefore responsible to judgment.

· In v.32 the sheep are those nations who have welfare programs and hear Jesus the Jewish king who has inherited the throne of his father David.  This is before the millennium and after Armageddon when the world will be given opportunity to accept Jesus as the “great king”, (Psa.48:2 XE "Psalms:Psa.48\:2" ; Isaiah 19:21 XE "Isaiah:Isa.19\:21" ; 18:3 XE "Isaiah:Isa.18\:3" ).

· Yes, "ethnos" is used in scripture in an elliptical (cryptic, incomplete) manner when speaking of certain individuals from a nation but in this parable the context (Mt.24:3) defines the interpretation. 

· (“ethnos” = individuals) Matthew28:19 XE "Matthew:Mat.28\:19"  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations (“ethnos” = individuals), baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  (NKJV, NRSV = “disciples of all nations”)
· (“ethnos” = nations) Matt.24:7 XE "Matthew:Mat.24\:7"  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earth-quakes, in divers places.
· Here individual are gathered but as representatives of various nations.  It is however the nation which is judged as a sheep or goat. This is why these translations (KJV, NKJV, NAS, Rotherham, NRSV, NIV, translate "ethnos" as nations.  The nations will continue to be judged in the Millennial Age.  For example, the nation of Egypt will be judged, Zech.14:17,18 XE "Zechariah:Zec.14\:17,18" .
· Zechariah 14:17 And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. 18 And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 
MATT.25:34 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:34"  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  

· "King" shows the timing is after Jesus is upon David's throne in Jerusalem. 

· The righteous nations will be blessed in the kingdom age and receive their allotted place. 

· GAL.3:8 XE "Galatians:Gal.3\:8"  And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.  

· Today the nations bear responsibility for their actions being the “minister of God”. 

· Acts 14:16  XE "Acts:Acts 14\:16" Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways.

· Rom.13:4 XE "Romans:Rom.13\:4"  For he is the minister of God to thee for good.  But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 

MATT.25:35 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:35"  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.  
· The test of this judgment is the treatment accorded by the nations (sheep/goats) to those whom Christ calls "my brethren".

· Much more is required of Christ's brethren at the judgment seat than the giving of temporal needs.  The judgment of the faithful is on the basis of their faith which is accounted for righteousness, Gal. 3:6 XE "Galatians:Gal.3\:6" ; Rom.3:28.
· Faith is active and produces works but to use works as a basis of judgment for the saints undermines that it is not works that saves.  Appling this to the nations is a better fit since their judgment is on helping human needs.  

· Christ's brethren are to develop their talents, providing spiritual "meat in due season" and turning many to righteousness.  This is the difference between the "good man" (Mt.24:43 XE "Matthew:Mat.24\:43,45" ) whose house was broken up compared to the "wise servant" (Mt.24:45; Luke 12:42 XE "Luke:Luke 12\:42" ) who gave his house spiritual meat, (Mt. 25:14 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:14" 

 XE "Daniel:Dan.12\:3" ).

· An incorrect understanding of the parable of the sheep and goats can lead to an incorrect emphasis on the temporal things which lies in God's arena and where God says He will provide,  (Luke 12:24,27 XE "Luke:Luke 12\:24,27" ).   That's not to say we don't provide these temporal things, which often give added opportunity to provide spiritual food but the saints judgment is NOT on the basis of works Eph.2:9 XE "Ephesians:Eph.2\:9" , although faith is demonstrated by works, (James 2:14-20 XE "James:Jam.2\:14-20" ). 

· The nations are judged by God; in the past Nineveh was to be destroyed because of their wickedness, Nahum 1:1 XE "Nahum:Nahum 1\:1" .  Israel was to be blessed or cursed depending on their obedience to God, Deuteronomy chapter 28.  Nations in our age are even more responsible (Rom.13:4 XE "Roman:Rom.13\:4" ) then in Old Testament times when "God suffered all nations to walk in their own ways" (Acts 14:16 XE "Acts:Acts 14\:16" ).  In the millennium the nations will have further responsibilities, i.e. that their people keep the feast of tabernacles, Zec.14:18. XE "Zechariah:Zec.14\:18" 
· Before the nations in this parable are judged, they also will have had opportunity to accept Christ (Psalms 48:4 XE "Psalms:Psa.48\:4" ) who will be ruling upon the "throne of his glory".  Their leaders will be commanded to the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:2) and separated between sheep and goats.  A basis of this judgment will be their treatment of Israel, (Joel 3:2-8 XE "Joel:Joel 3\:2-8" ) and whether they have acted as sheep or goats.  

MAT 25:37 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\37-39"  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?  38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?  39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?  

· As noted, v.36 much more is required of saints than these types of works.

· Christ’s saints are to manifest the “fruits of the spirit”.  They must be well aware of the temporal needs of the body of Christ.

· Christ's judgment of the saints is on the basis of "faith", Rom 3:28.  Works come naturally because Christ’s saints will manifest “agape” love.  The context for this judgment is works therefore this isn't the judgment of the saints but the nations.

· The nations would be unaware of who were Jesus' brethren and so their surprise.

MATT.25:40 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:40"  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these <5130 "touton"> my brethren, ye have done it unto me.  

· "These" 5130 touton {too'-tone}, plural masculine or neuter, pronoun.  AV - these 38, these things 21,  such 2, these matters 1.

· The sheep or goat nation in this context can't be Christ's brethren since not only is “brethren” in the genitive case, but "these" is emphatic in the sense of Jesus’ point to “these” here, my brethren, showing Christ's brethren are THERE with him and as if Jesus’ points to them to verify his judgment and then separates and pronounces judgment. (See also v.45.)

· Those on Jesus' left hand are those goat nations which will continue to resist Jesus upon David's throne, (i.e. Rev.19:20;Psa.2:2;Psa.83:3 XE "Psalms:Psa.83\:3" ). They will be destroyed, eaten up or severely pruned.  (See v.46)
· REV.19:20 XE "Revelation:Rev.19\:20"  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.  
· PSA 83:3 They have taken crafty counsel against thy people and consulted against thy hidden ones. 

MATT.25:45 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:45,46"  Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.  MATT.25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting <166 "aionios"> punishment <2851>: but the righteous > into life eternal <166 "aionios">.

· “these” in verse 46 are the “goat” nations (verse 32) which will go into the Millennial Age (166 “aionios”) being punished.
· “punishment” 2851 “kolasis” from 2849; n f KJV punishment 1, torment 1; 2 (1) to lop or prune, as trees and wings (2) to curb, restrain (3) to chastise, correct, punishment (4) to cause to be punished.
· “righteous” are the “sheep” nations (verse 32) which will go into the Millennial Age (166 “aionios”) being blessed.

· "everlasting" (166 aionios”) from 165; adj. AV - eternal 42, everlasting 25, misc 4; 71.  (166 aionios in v.46 applies to the coming millennial Age.) 
· Moulton & Milligan: "aionios” depicts that of which the horizon is not in view, whether the horizon be at an infinite distance or whether it lies no farther than the span of a Caesar's life.”

Context is key to interpreting "aionios".  For example, "aionios" in 2Pe.1:11 XE "2Peter:2Pet.1\:11"  relates to the millennial Age which ends as seen in 1Co.15:24 when Jesus delivers the kingdom to God.  The point being “aionios” doesn’t mean here forever.
· 2 Peter 1:11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting <166 “aionios”> kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
· 1 Cor.15:24 XE "1Corinthians:1Cor.15\:24"  Then cometh the end, (end of the millennial Age) when he (Jesus) shall have delivered up the kingdom (ending the millennial kingdom Age) to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 
The context of Mat.25:45 XE "Matthew:Mat.25\:31,41,46," -46 applies when Jesus is upon David's throne just before the millennial Age <166> Mat.25:31.  Verse 46 describes the goat nations who in the millennial Age <166> will undergo pruning which is one of the meanings of "punishment" "kolasis"<2851>. This is in contrast with (Mat.25:41) those nations which are destroyed forever with the beast and false prophet, (Rev. 19:20 XE "Revelation:Rev.19\:20" ) while the sheep nations like Assyria will have a privilege position in the millennial Age <166> but as seen in 1Cor.15:24 this millennial Age ends when Jesus delivers “the kingdom to God.” 
· Isaiah 19:24 XE "Isaiah:Isa.19\:24"   In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land:
· Isaiah 60:12  XE "Isaiah:Isa.60\:12" For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. 
Having this understanding of the parable of the sheep and goats and knowing that Jesus is to judge the nations when he sits upon David’s throne is important to correctly interpreting this parable plus appreciating the big difference between good works that are temporal and good works that are eternal.  Good works that are eternal produce faith which leads to being in God’s kingdom to come.  In our Gentile Age it is faith that justifies and is accounted for righteousness.   In the millennial Kingdom Age to come it is works as compared to faith that will save eternally.

· Romans 3:28  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified (accounted righteous) by faith without the deeds of the law.
· Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.  (Context is the end of the Millennium, Rev.20:7) 
VENGEANCE UPON THE SURROUNDING NATIONS BEFORE GOING INTO THE MILLENNIAL AGE:
· Eze.25:14 And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel: and they shall do in Edom according to mine anger and according to my fury; and they shall know my vengeance, saith the Lord GOD.
· Eze.25:17 And I will execute great vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall lay my vengeance upon them. 
· Obadiah 1:17-21
· A future prophecy because of the phrase, "they shall know".

· This final vengeance will follow the court scene in Joel 3:3-6 XE "Joel:Joel 3\:3-6,8"  where the nations will have great difficulty accepting the basis of judgment and the resulting punishment, i.e. in Joel 3:8 of having their people sold to the Sabeans (roughly modern Yemen).    

SEVEN SIGNS OF JESUS’ RETURN as a “THIEF” (2?4-249)
Misunderstanding the sign of Christ’s second coming has caused many to err, to ignore the advice of Scripture and to speculate dates for Jesus’ return, only to be proven wrong, leading some to lose faith. There are many reasons to want to predict the second coming, including the fact that we have scriptures which give prophecies of the times when Jesus will return. While it can be helpful to warn others as well as keep all of us alert and watching, care needs to be taken not to make false promises, as can be seen from the warning in
2Peter 3:4.

2Peter 3:4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for   


since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation. 
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In view of Mt.24:36 where we learn that only God knows the day and hour of Jesus’ return, and knowing from 2Peter 3:4 that false expectations can cause ridicule, we need to take extra care in considering the timing of the second coming, remembering from Dan.2:21 that God “changeth the times and seasons”.   
Despite knowing that God changes the “times and seasons,” there are a number of indications that show Jesus is about to return. 
Sign 1: Return of the Jews to Israel -- (pages 235-237) 

                     A sign of Jesus’ return as a thief!  (see section “C” pages 92-93) 
After an absence of 2000 years, the reestablishment of an ancient nation on its original site when its previous inhabitants were widely dispersed elsewhere is unique in the history of nations, and yet prophesied in great detail in Bible prophecy.
· Jeremiah 30:11 For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.
· Ezekiel 36:22 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went…24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. 
The prophecy of Israel being scattered and yet remaining a separate people to eventually return to their own land is so unusual that historians are amazed and shocked!  Discussing the writings of the famous historian Arnold Toynbee, a commentator said: “Judaism doesn’t fit into his cycle of the rise and fall of civilizations. He regards it as an anachronism, a ‘fossil’ that should have disappeared from the stage of history two thousand years ago.”   The establishment of Israel as a nation is so unique and yet predicted in so many Bible prophecies, that this event is the number one sign on this list of unusual happenings that shows Jesus’ return is close.  (See Jer.30:11; Eze.36:22, Luke 21:24-28 and whole chapters like Lev.26; Deu.28 and Eze.37).
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Today Israel is again a nation and the Gentiles no longer tread it down showing the “times of the Gentiles be fulfilled”.
· Luke21:24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.
Sign #2: Rise of Democratic governments – A sign of Jesus’ return as a thief.  
Systems of democracy emphasizing “Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity” are now spreading throughout the world.  These philosophies, or spirits, now promoted by the “dragon” (Greek Orthodox nations), the “beast” (Roman Catholic nations) and the “false prophet” (Papal popes), are deceiving the entire world with a false religion of humanism, Rev.16:13-14.  
Revelation16:13 And I saw three unclean spirits (Liberty, Equality, Fraternity) like frogs (from the French revolution) come out of the mouth of the dragon (Eastern Orthodox block), and out of the mouth of the beast, (Western Catholic block) and out of the mouth of the false prophet, (Pope). 14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.
The following illustration shows the timing as to when the image in Daniel chapter 2 or the tree in Daniel 4 will begin to reconstitute themselves.  The instigating forces are the frog-like “unclean spirits” (ideologies) from the French revolution which have spread throughout the world.  They are “unclean” because they are untrue, causing false thinking, hopes and promises.  We are unable to gain liberty from our human condition of mortality nor can we claim true equality for we are all born as dying creatures with different talents and facing different circumstances.  Due to the inherent evil of human nature, brotherly love sadly can turn false, bringing on trouble.  These unclean philosophies (isms) are spreading, deceiving more and more nations.  The popularity of capitalism added to the mix dulls anticipation for Jesus’ return. The advancement of these philosophies is shown in Daniel 4, for the “tree,” having been preserved with a band of “iron and brass,” is now growing back and again has an eastern leg.  This “tree” in the Daniel chapter 4 prophecy is equivalent to the “image” of Daniel 2, which is coming together as a major force in our world today.  There is hope however for this colossus will be destroyed and replaced by the kingdom of God.  (See pages 26-33 for the “tree” & pages 83-85 for the “image”)
· Daniel 4:23 And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him;
· Dan.2:44  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the king-dom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
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See pages 16-17 “day for year principle” & the “tree” pages 23-28. 
Sign 3: The nations of Europe uniting together --- 
A sign of Jesus’ return. 
The union of Germany and France along with Spain, Italy, Belgium, and others, all yielding individual powers to form a European Common Market, is an amazing fulfillment of Bible prophecy.  The exit of Britain also is a fulfillment of prophecy.
It is astounding to see the Eastern leg of the image of Daniel chapter two  coming into place now that Russia no longer is the USSR plus Greece now leans towards supporting the Eastern leg.  This Eastern alignment will strengthen as Greece confronts Turkey over the natural gas deposits in the Mediterranean Sea.  It is thought Russia will support Greece because of Rev.16:12 and Turkey will continue to dry up.  Also Russia seeing the need from the Ukrainian war to control the Black Sea entrance, will become a major player in drying up Turkey and being able to control the entrance to the Black Sea.  
Revelation 16:12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates (Ottoman Empire); and the water thereof was dried up … 16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.
After Armageddon this “image” will continue to coalesce, to stand up all “together,” expanding to include the Moslem world and the whole world.  This emerging power will cause all to “marvel.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
· Revelation 17:7 And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel?  I will tell thee the mystery of the woman (unfaithful Church), and of the beast (political power behind the church) that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads (seven mountains (verse 9) not hills but much larger typing seven continents?) and ten horns (political military kings over which is the Papal “little horn”).
What will cause the “image” (Dan.2:35) to stand up against Jesus and his saints so that the nations forming the image fall all “together”?
· Daniel 2:35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together (therefore this image must first in the future stand altogether), and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone (Jesus, Psa.118:22) that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.
It is and will be the unfaithful church as just referenced in Rev.17:7 as the force causing this “image” to stand altogether.  The “little horn” (Dan.8:23).
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a. Reasons showing the “king of fierce continence” (v.23) as the Papacy.  This “little horn” is not the new at first military power in Daniel 8:9.
i. Dan.8:9 shows the development of another “little horn” arising from moving “south” then “east” then Israel.  (See pages 278-285)
ii. V.23 The “king of fierce continence” being Rome is supported by Deu.28:50-58.

iii. V.23 The king understanding “dark sentences” describes the Pope who claims infallibility when sitting on the throne.

iv. V.24 the pope is powerful but not by his own power.

v. V.25 causes “craft” to prosper.  “Craft” 4920 “mirah” in the sense of deception, fraud, and deceit as in Dan.11:23.  Examples:  relics, indulgences, forgiveness of sins.

vi. V.25 “by peace shall destroy many.” The Papacy has no military power of its own.

vii. V.25 “broken without hand” is by God as described in Revelation chapters 18 and 19:20-21.      

This Papal “little horn” in the future has a full fulfillment in verse 25 when it stands against the “Prince of princes”.
Daniel 8:25 And through his (Papacy) policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many (has no military power of his own): he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; (Christ and his saints) but he shall be broken without hand.
The “great image” of Daniel 2:31 is described in Daniel chapter 7 as God sees it a beast as compared to Nebuchadnezzar as a great image to fall down and worship.  In Daniel 8:23 “in the latter time” this beast includes a “king of fierce countenance” which is seen in Rev.19:20 as the “false prophet” (the Pope) who stands up against Christ (the “Prince” Jesus of “princes” (his saints).  This “false prophet” will deceive the beast (also described as the image in Daniel 2 standing all together) deceived by a “strong delusion” namely: that Jesus the “great king” (Psa,48:2) reigning in Jerusalem is the Antichrist.  Today we are seeing this image starting to stand altogether with tentacles throughout the world.
Sign #4:  Arab nations recognizing and making agreements with Israel -- A sign of Jesus’ return.  
Today the Sunni Arab nations are beginning to make agreements (i.e. Abraham Accords) with Israel the United States and Britain to counter Iran.  With this the latter day “King of the South” described in Daniel chapter 11:40 is in the process of forming.  Also during this future time, Israel will be able to make agreements with both the “King of the North” and the “King of the South” to fulfill Eze.38:11 and dwell “safely” (confidently) without “bars and gates”.
Ezekiel38:11 And thou (King of the North) shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; (therefore Israel in the future) I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely (confidently), all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates,
During this time of the buildup and prosperity of Israel, Jesus returns to spiritual Israel as a “thief in the night.” A thief comes when not expected and there is spoil to take; therefore the warning is to both natural Israel and spiritual Israel.  To natural Israel when there is spoil to take, Eze.38:12.  To spiritual Israel when caught up with the things of life, eating, drinking, marrying and the cares that come with life.   Israel is warned in Ezekiel chapter 38 and spiritual Israel in Jesus’ Olivet prophecy, i.e. Mark 13:37.
· Ezekiel38:12 To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited (by modern Israel), and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land (West Bank). 
· Ezekiel 38:8 After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel (West Bank), which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them (therefore still future).
· Mark13:37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.  
This warning to spiritual Israel to “Watch” especially applies when times are prosperous and parallel the days of Noah and Lot described in Luke 17:26-30.
· Lk.17:26 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. 27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; 29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.  (Mt.24:27 bringing Armageddon)
· Matthew 24:43  But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.
Sign #4 the emphasis is the Arab nations making agreements with Israel which acts as a sign leading to Jesus’ return. This we see happening with the Abraham Accords while Ezekiel chapter 38 is not yet happening but when Jesus declares himself at Armageddon, it is too late for natural Israel.
Sign #5 - FIG TREE (pages 263-267) “The number one sign” to the faithful of Jesus’ return as a thief! 

The most important prophecy giving insight to Jesus’ return as a “thief” is the parable of the Fig Tree in the Olivet prophecy.   This prophecy is covered because of its importance to Jesus’ return as a thief, it is sign number 5.  
The context is Jesus’ response to the three questions asked by Peter, James, John, and Andrew on the Mount of Olives.
Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 
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In Mark 13:4 is the phrase “all these things shall be fulfilled.”  This phrase is almost identical to the phrase “till all these things be done” in Mk.13:30.  This similarity helps to link the second question to the Fig Tree parable.   
It is the second question namely, “What shall be the sign of thy coming” that gives “the sign” – WHEN Jesus will return as a “thief”!    
In Mark’s account of the Olivet Prophecy, there are only two questions recorded.  The first relates to the events leading to AD 70 and the second to Jesus’ return as a “thief.”
The second question is of special interest, for the Greek definite article appears before the word “sign,” and “sign” is singular.  The question can be restated, “What is THE ONE sign that indicates when Jesus will return as a thief seen in the Olivet prophecy?”
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The sign of the fig tree points to the distinct possibility that the second coming of Christ will happen during the lifetime of the generation that witnessed Israel putting forth leaves and becoming a nation in 1948.  Members of this generation today who might be able to remember this event are 80 years and older.  The parable can be interpreted to suggest that this generation would not pass away before Jesus’ returns as a thief. 
It is open to speculation whether man’s life span may be altered as has happened in the past or may happen in the future. The length of time of a generation depends on the life span of those in the generation.  Today researchers in the medical and scientific communities are trying to extend our life span.  For example, in 2005 there were successful experiments to extend the lifespan of mice.  However, while it may be possible to be able to extend the life span of mice, it is unknown whether the same principles will apply to humans.  In a Time Magazine article in 2023 it gives insight eighteen years later but it still is with mice as seen in the following quote by Dr.  David Sinclair: “In the mice, he (Dr. David Sinclair) and his team developed a way to reboot cells to restart the backup copy of epigenetic instructions, essentially erasing the corrupted signals that put the cells on the path toward aging.”
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God could allow the life span of mankind to continue to increase which would extend the lives of the generation that witnessed Israel become a nation, and thereby extend the timing for when Jesus returns.  At this point in time, 
however, there is no evidence of major jumps as has happened in the past.  Some do live to their 90’s and a grandfather in my family lived to 102, but that is rare.  The conclusion is that the generation that witnessed Israel became a nation in 1948 is passing away.  If this interpretation of the parable of the fig tree is correct, it means Jesus is about to return very soon.  This understanding of this parable would reinforce the exhortation in Mark 13.
· Mark 13:35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
A change of life span did happen twice in the past as indicated on an occasion when God intervened in the normal course of human existence.  Before the flood men had long lives, with Methuselah living 969 years.  Later. Gen.6:3 the life span was shortened to one hundred and twenty years, and later the Psalmist records that the current lifespan of mankind is about 70 years.  Today some live into their nineties and a bit beyond because of advancements in nutrition, disease control and lifestyle, but at this point in time there are apparently no major jumps anticipated such as from 70 years to 120 years, and especially not any nearing 900 years
· Genesis 5:4 And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters: 5 And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.
· Genesis 5:26 And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters:27 And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.
· Genesis 9:28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. 29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died.
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From the parable of the fig tree we see how careful we must be in interpreting scripture, especially predicting the time when Jesus will return.  We may correctly interpret how long a generation is and identify the fig tree as a symbol of the Israeli nation, but all can be changed by God, Dan.2:21.
Daniel 2:21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: 
The prophet Daniel has already provided a number of prophecies that give insight to when Jesus will return.   Many of these prophecies use the “day for year principle,” a common means of indicating the passage of time in Bible prophecy both in Daniel and the Revelation, as explained on Pages 16-29 in Section “A” 
Sign #6: “Peace and safety cry” -- A sign of Jesus’ return as a thief (pages 267-269). 
1 Thessalonians5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
The “peace and safety” cry is compared in 1 Thess. 5:3 to the birth pangs of a woman with child.  The cramping comes suddenly and ever more quickly before the child is born.  It is suggested the “peace and safety” cry began just before World War 2 when Neville Chamberlain naively proclaimed “Peace in our Time” thinking he had an agreement with Hitler.  The number of cries of “Peace in our Times” will increase as the nations attempt to make treaties to settle disputes before Armageddon. 
The sign given in 1Thes.5:2-3 regarding what to expect is a warning to the faithful that Jesus comes as a “thief in the night.”  We need to stay wide awake and alert to the possibility that the return of Christ is near.  Being alert involves not only understanding Bible prophecy but being aware that Jesus comes at an hour when he is not expected.
Matthew24:44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.
Matt. 24:44 may suggest that Jesus’ return is when times are prosperous and when people are focused on the events of daily living and the things of this world.  “Eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage” are listed as the preoccupations of those living at that time.  Obsessive concerns about making enough money to pay for the family’s opulent lifestyle may leave little time for thinking about much else, especially watching for Jesus’ return.  Therefore, the exhortation to us all is to “watch” and not be caught up in the things of this world.
Mark13:35-37 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
Sign #7: “Times & seasons” -- Insight to Jesus’ return as a thief (pages 269-271). 
When considering the “times and seasons” of Jesus’ return, it is important to emphasize Daniel 2:21, for God changes the “times and seasons.”  We do not know the date of Jesus’ return.  But, trying to know the “time and seasons” of Jesus’ return is helpful to keeping awake and watching.   
Daniel 2:21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding:
Phrases such as “times and seasons” and “day and hour” are important to understand as explained in the scriptures.  In Acts 1:7 the disciples were told they were not to know the “times and seasons” when the kingdom would be restored to Israel.   
Acts1:6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.
In 1Thes. 5:1-5 the Thessalonians knew the “times and seasons” with respect to the timing of the return of Christ:

1 Thessalonians5:1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, 
ye have no need that I write unto you. 2 For yourselves know 
perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are 
all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of 
the night, nor of darkness.
Jesus coming as a “thief” does not happen at the same time as the restoration of the kingdom to Israel, which takes place at the time he comes with his saints to confront the Russian confederacy.  The coming as a “thief” spoken of in 1Thes.5:1 is very important to us, for we are warned that Jesus returns as a “thief,” and we need to be awake and watching!  
Sometimes we like to speculate the “season” in an effort to keep alert and watching.  The following illustration suggests a date in late spring around the time of Pentecost as a possibility for Jesus’ coming as a “thief.”  It is important not to be dogmatic, for God “changeth the times and the seasons.”   As a point of interest, though, over the years at this time of year I am especially vigilant and try to work out when Pentecost is; the dates change yearly since Passover (Easter) changes from March to April depending on the year.
· Daniel 2:21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: …
Both the Old (Lev.23:5,15,20) and New (1Cor.15:23) Testaments align to support late spring as the time of Jesus’ return as a “thief”.
· Leviticus 23:5 In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD'S Passover (Easter).
· Leviticus 23:15 And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave (motion types alive, resurrected) offering; seven Sabbaths (49 days) shall be complete: (plus one day from v.16)
· Leviticus 23:16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days (therefore called Pentecost); and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD.
· Leviticus23:20 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 21 And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout your generations.
· 1 Corinthians 15:23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.
If the analogy holds, we can consider that Jesus is the first fruits unto God being raised at Passover, followed by the saints resurrected fifty days later (Pentecost), a possibility that suggests his return in late spring.  
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SEVEN PROPHECIES OF JESUS’ COMING (Pages 271-298) FIRST AS A THIEF AND LATER AT ARMAGEDDON.  (Pages 271 -272) 
· Revelation 16:15  Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 
· Matthew 24:27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  (This coming of Jesus with his saints will be seen throughout the world.)
· Luke 21:27  And then shall they (mankind throughout the world) see the Son of man coming in a cloud (of saints) with power and great glory. (This brings Armageddon upon the Goggian confederacy)
This “coming” is when Christ with his saints confronts the Russian confederacy which has established its headquarters in Jerusalem on Mt. Zion, Dan.11:45.  Jesus’ arrival with his saints brings on Armageddon where Gog with his Russian confederacy are judged by Jesus, becoming “arma” (a heap of sheaves) and buried in the valley of Hamongog (Eze.39:11).
· Daniel 11:45 And he (Gog, King of the North) shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.
· Ezekiel 39:11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley of Hamongog. 
Prophecy #1:  Daniel 12:4 -- Insight to Christ's coming, pages 272-273.  
One of the more straight-forward prophecies of the end times is Daniel 12:4.  This prophecy relates to both the context of Jesus’ coming as a thief and his coming at Armageddon.  This Bible passage accurately describes our modern world as an age of being able to travel rapidly all over the earth and an age of increased knowledge that today is reversing Gen.11:6.
· Daniel12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.
· Genesis 11:6  And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.   
To understand Bible prophecy regarding Jesus’ return, it is important to appreciate when Jesus returns as a “thief” (Rev.16:15) as compared to his “coming” when he manifests himself to the world as “lightning” (Mt. 24:27; Zech.14:4) upon the Mount of Olives. 
· Revelation 16:15 Behold, I come as a thief … 16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.
· Matthew 24:27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
Jesus’ “coming” as “lightning” and standing on the Mount of Olives (Zec.14:4) is estimated to be about seven to ten years after his coming as a “thief.”
Zechariah14:4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 

The prophecy in Daniel 12:4 sets the time of Jesus’ return, and in contrast to other ages, certainly describes our modern age with man running “to and fro” like no previous age, including travel to the moon and perhaps to Mars!  The statement that “knowledge shall be increased” is a clear indication that relates to our times because the computer, the internet and now Artificial Intelligence have greatly increased knowledge worldwide.
This prophecy has been positioned first as important to increasing our awareness of the nearness of Jesus’ coming.     
Prophecy #2:  “Days of Noah” -- Insight to Jesus’ coming at Armageddon, pages 273-276.
The account in Genesis of the days of Noah is very different from what Jesus describes in his Olivet prophecy in Luke 17 of what the conditions were like in those days.  Both are accurate descriptions, but the emphasis is different to help us to understand what to look for prior to Jesus’ coming at Armageddon.       
Genesis 6:11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.  And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
This description could describe the violence now seen throughout many of the world’s nations, cities, homes, schools and streets.  Terrorism now affects every part of our world.  Our world, like the world before the flood, has become similarly corrupt as it was then when “all flesh had corrupted His way.” 
Terrorism has always been around, but when the twin towers came down the sensitivities of our world changed and news about terror escalating now fills our newspapers.  As evil increases there comes a time when God intervenes (Rev.11:18) as He did in the days of Noah.  The timing when Jesus will intervene at Armageddon is described in Rev.11:18 and in the context of Luke 17:24-37. 
· Revelation11:18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.

As already noted, (Mt.24:37-39) the reason Jesus didn’t cite “violence” as in the “days of Noah” as the indicator, but “eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,” is because of the context in Mt.24:27-28 of Jesus’ coming.  These words will particularly apply to conditions in Israel living the good life just before Armageddon.
· Matthew24:37-39 But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
· Matthew24:27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28 For wheresoever the carcase (Israel no longer a nation) is, there will the eagles (nations) be gathered together.
In Luke 17:24-37 are 11 verses of details between Mt.24:27 and verse 28 describing the nation of Israel just before she becomes a dead “carcase” having been destroyed by the Russian confederacy.  The words describe Israel as in the days of Noah in Ezekiel 38, complacently living life just before Jesus’ “coming” at Armageddon.  
· Ezekiel38:11 And thou shalt say, I (Gog with the Russian confederacy) will go up to the land (Israel) of unwalled villages (future Israel); I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, (Israel will be surprised by “Gog” leader of the Russian confederacy)12 To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, (living the good life) that dwell in the midst of the land (West Bank “without bars nor gates”).
· Matthew24:27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
· Luke 17:27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; … 30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed <apokalupto – uncover>.

The prophecy in Luke 17 gives further insight to the conditions of those living in Israel when it is invaded by the Russian confederacy, the invasion which causes Jesus to be “revealed” (Lk.17:30 “apokalupto”  601 – uncover) being seen by the world as “lightning” (Mt.24:27).
· Jesus with his saints, like the angels today, are able to uncover themselves and be seen or to cover themselves and not be seen.  The context is Mt.24:27 when they reveal themselves to the world on Mt. Olivet displaying great power and authority.
Prophecy #3:  Days of Lot -- Insight to Jesus’ coming at Armageddon. (pp. 256-277)
The days of Lot, like our own age, were famous in Genesis as grossly immoral.  Again, the reason Jesus did not describe the time prior to his return as an age of immorality as it was in the days of Lot (Lk.17:28-30), but “eating, drinking, they bought, sold, planted, builded” is because he is referring specifically to conditions in Israel.  The context of his Olivet prophecy in Luke 17:24-37 is just before Armageddon.  As previously noted, there are 11 verses Luke’s record inserts between the two verses in Mt.24:27-28 which describe Israel just before Jesus is “revealed” (Lk.17:30) at Armageddon.  This interpretation also fits the description of Israel in Ezekiel 38 living in safety just before Armageddon when the Russian confederacy destroys the nation.  Jesus is suddenly “revealed” as “lightning” to the world at that time.
· Luke 17:28  Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; 29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed (as lightning upon Mt. Olivet when it splits bringing Armageddon).
· Matthew 24:27-28  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28 For wheresoever the carcase (destroyed Israel) is, there will the eagles (nations) be gathered together.
· Luke 17:30  Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed (to the world with his saints manifesting great power).      
· Ezekiel 38:11 And thou shalt say, I (Gog with the Russian confederacy) will go up to the land (Israel) of unwalled villages (future Israel); I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, (Israel will be surprised by “Gog”, leader of the Russian confederacy)12 To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land (West Bank). 
The following quotes show the gross immorality in Sodom when Lot resided there.    
· Genesis19:5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know <3045> them.
· Genesis19:8 Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known*<3045> man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.
· “know” or “known” in this context shows sexual fornication as in Gen.19:8 where “known” <3045> is applied to the two daughters who were still virgins.
· Ezekiel16:49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her … 2 Peter2:7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 
Both descriptions of the days of Lot are seen as characteristic of our society today, showing Jesus’ return is close, but the context of these particular verses in the Olivet prophecy is when Jesus comes with his saints to destroy the Russian confederacy, bringing on Armageddon.  
Prophecy #4:  Daniel 8 -- Insight to after Jesus’ return:  2300 years prophecy, the sanctuary cleansed & daily sacrifice reinstituted (Pages 277-285).  
One of several prophecies using the “day for a year principle” is found in Daniel 8 when the “sanctuary” would be “cleansed” and the “daily sacrifice” reinstituted.  That cleansing will take place 2300 days/years after the “little horn” moves “toward the south and toward the east and toward the pleasant land” (Israel), Dan.8:9.    
· (Dan 8:9)  And out of one of them came forth a little horn (Rome before it became an empire), which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land (Israel).
To determine this exact date in history is not so easy, and one suggestion is that it is when Rome gained control of the whole Italian Peninsula and in 264BC moved south against Carthage beginning the Punic Wars.    
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Daniel 8: 13 Then | heard one saint speakmg, and another
saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long
shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the
transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary
and the host to be trodden under foot? 14 And he said
unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then
shall the sanctuary be cleansed.

The vision begins with the “little horn” (Rome) when it began to
move “south and east” (v.9). “South” the Punic Wars
began 264 BC — 148 BC and “east” against Epirus about ten
years earlier and by 264 BC had complete control of the Italian
Peninsula.

This suggests the “the sanctuary” will be cleansed 2300 years
after Rome moved South and East. (2300 — 264 -1 = 2035 AD).

1t is the earthquake in Zec.14:4 that removes the Dome of the Rock |
and the Al- Asqa Mosque cleansing the sanctuary.





The Punic wars were fought between Rome and Carthage beginning in 264 BC and ending in 146 BC.  In 264 BC Rome controlled the Italian peninsula and decided to challenge Carthage who controlled Sicily and the Mediterranean.  By the time Carthage was destroyed, Rome also had become a naval power and controlled the area from Spain to Asia Minor.  
When Daniel 8:9 refers to a “little horn” that becomes “exceeding great” toward the “south” and “east” and toward “the pleasant land” (Israel in v.9). There is good reason to suggest the starting point for the little horn’s aggression to be 264 BC when Rome, having control of the whole Italian Peninsula, now pushes south against Carthage.    
Who is this little horn?  Daniel 8:9 says that out of one of the four horns of the Grecian Empire would arise a “little horn” that would grow exceedingly great.  The Roman Empire began, as described in v.9, as a “little horn,” and its horn power was in the senate and not its chief ruler.  The balance of power changed as Rome grew larger, expanding its territory, growing into an empire with its leader becoming more and more powerful.  When Augustus (63BC to 14AD) gained the throne in 27 BC, he became not only the emperor, but a god who was worshipped.   Augustus’s power increased after he defeated Mark Antony and Cleopatra in 31 BC.      
[image: image25.png]Daniel 8:9 And out of one of them

came forth a little horn (Rome),

) C which waxed exceeding great,

RO ) 279 toward the “south”, and toward the
\ east ...

- “South” - “Rome first began to make war
 outside the Italian peninsula in the Punic

wars (274-148 BC) against Carthage.”
However first Rome moved “toward the

é south, and toward the east”. The
_ Italian boot is south and east of Rome which
| was controlled by the kingdom of Epirus.

- ~%South” — (Richard Hooker 1996) “In
- 295 BC, Rome began a war with a
N - v 4 tough Latin people ... The result
( of this war, in 280 BC, was total
7 RC ’ '\{; Roman control over all of central
Italy. Rome then turned its eyes

\ I south ...”.
) Sl s




The “little horn” in Daniel 8 is the Roman republic.  By about 280 BC it gained control of central Italy and began to move “south and east” against Epirus, a Grecian state which had extended its control west from Macedonia into southern Italy.  The Italian boot is south and east of Rome.  However, this prophecy is not limited to the Romans gaining control of the Italian peninsula since the time period of the prophecy spans over 2300 years.  During that time, as seen in Daniel 8:9-11, Rome expanded its control far beyond the Italian peninsula,  “south” and “east” to the “pleasant land” (Israel), destroying the “sanctuary” (temple) and its leaders in AD 70.   
Daniel 8:9-11 And out of one of them came forth a little horn, (Rome) which waxed exceeding great, toward the south (Carthage), and toward the east (Greece), and toward the pleasant land (Israel). 10 And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven ( apostles); and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them. 11 Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host (Jesus), and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary (temple) was cast down.
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The following illustrations (pages 281-283) show the Punic Wars extended from 264 to 146BC.  The 264 BC date is an appropriate date for the beginning of the 2,300 year prophecy, for it gives time for Rome to have taken complete control of the Italian Peninsula from Epirus.   Also, from this college textbook entitled:  “Ancient Civilizations” in chapter 34 is the following illustration showing the conquest by Rome (the “little horn”) of the whole Italian Peninsula from about 500 BC to 264 BC.   The 264 BC date therefore is a good close choice for the beginning of the 2300-year time period in Daniel 8:13-14.
· Dan.8:12  And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practiced, and prospered. 13 Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said which spake, unto that certain saint, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice and the transgression of the desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? 14 And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.
This prophecy uses the day for year principle.  This principle was already established back on Section “A” pages 16-29.   
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Illustration from “Ancient Civilizations” chapter 34 supporting the “about” 264 BC date for the start of the 2300 year prophecy. 
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Rome began to move “south” against Carthage is when it began to become “exceeding great”. 
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Daniel8:9  And out of one of them came forth a little horn, (Roman republic) which waxed exceeding great, toward the south (Carthage), and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.
The “pleasant land” is Israel, showing the scope of this prophecy which spans 2300 days/years to when the sanctuary will be cleansed of the Dome of the Rock and the Al Aqsa Mosque?  Armageddon is when the Mount of Olives splits from the earthquake prophesied in Zech. 14:4, which will lead to the cleansing of the sanctuary.  Armageddon is thought to be seven to ten years after Jesus’ return as a thief.
The following chart gives further insight to when the sanctuary is cleansed.  It is thought to also include Jesus being made king over Israel, the gospel being preached to the whole world and during this the sanctuary is cleansed and the temple built.   
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The rationale for a seven years' time period from Jesus’ return as a “thief” is because Noah and his family waited in the ark of safety for seven days before the flood came (Gen.7:10).   Jesus (our ark) and those “in Christ” (Rm.8:1,2; 1Cor.1:2; Gal.3:26-8; Eph.1:1) who have been judged righteous upon his return will be delivered from the coming “time of trouble,” Dan.12:1.
· Genesis 7:10 And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.
· Daniel12:1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.
Using the 264 BC date when Rome moved south against Carthage at the beginning of the Punic Wars gives an end date of about 2035 AD for the 2,300 year prophecy when the sanctuary will be cleansed (2300 – 264 -1 = 2035 AD).   Working backwards from 2035 AD brings the date of Jesus’ return as a thief to about 2025AD – but again, the times and seasons may change, and we must be cautious knowing the words of Jesus from Mt. 24:36 and Daniel in Dan.2:21 plus we don’t have the dedication date of the Al Aqsa Mosque. 

Matt 24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.

Daniel 2:21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: 
Prophecy #5:  Dan.12:11,12 -- Insight to Jesus’ return (pages 285-291).   
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In Daniel 12:11-12 is the prophecy of 1290 years and 1335 years.  This prophecy also gives insight into the timing of Jesus’ return and when
the daily sacrifice would begin again.
There are difficulties interpreting the timing of this prophecy because Dome of the Rock version of interpretation leads to Jesus returning as a “thief” about 2019 AD (2026 – 7 years = 2019) which has already passed without Jesus’ return.  There also is the problems when the “daily sacrifice” was done away as well as determining whether the Dome of the Rock (a shrine) or the Al Aqsa Mosque is the “abomination” or both are “abominations,” or something else is what made Israel “desolate.”
· “Desolate” 8074 {shamen} has both the meaning of “waste” and “astonished”.  Both fit what happened to the Jewish people. 
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Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem, with God’s “shekinah” glory (Eze. 9:3;10:18) centered there, became the religious focus of the nation (2Chr.7:2).  After the nation divided, Jeroboam quickly provided two alternate places of worship to discourage the northern tribes from focusing on the temple in Jerusalem.  Both of these places of worship, one in Dan and the other in Bethel, featured golden calves, which were an abomination to the true worship of God.  Later after both parts of the nation were conquered and scattered, the land lay desolate; and this desolation continued although some of the people returned at the time of Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah.  The temple was rebuilt again, but God’s “shekinah” glory never returned (Eze.10:18) to the second temple or to the temple later built by Herod.  In the twentieth century what has driven many scattered Jews back to Israel was the culmination of years of persecution and when six million Jews were killed in Europe during World War Two.  Even though the Jews have now become a nation, their temple has not been rebuilt, and at least half of the remaining Jews worldwide have yet to return.  In the future when Jesus returns and the temple is built and God’s “shekinah” glory fills the temple again as it did the temple Solomon built, 2 Chr. 7:2, then Jews from all over the world will be gathered to Israel, Isa. 43:5-6.       
· 2 Chronicles 7:2 And the priests could not enter into the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD'S house. 
· Ezekiel 10:18 Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubims.
· Isaiah 43:5 … I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west; 6 I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; 
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Over time there have been several “abominations” erected on the Temple Mount.  Since a temple is a place of worship whereas the Dome of the Rock is a shrine, the question arises, is the “abomination” the Al Aqsa Mosque?  The answer is important because Daniel 12:12 gives the date when the “daily sacrifice” will be reinstituted, and that date may follow 1,335 years from when the abomination was set up.                  
· Dan 12:12 Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.
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If the Al-Aqsa Mosque was built by 705 AD, 1,335 days/years later is 2040 AD.  The date 2040 is still future, however, the question arises, could 2040 be when the “daily sacrifice” will begin again?  There are several events that necessarily precede the institution of the daily sacrifice, including:  Jesus’ return as a “thief”, the resurrection and judgment, a time of trouble, and Armageddon, after which Jesus becomes king in Jerusalem.  The establishment of Jesus Christ as king, ruling from Jerusalem, is when the “daily sacrifice” is thought to begin.  
Support for identifying the “abomination” as the Al Aqsa Mosque is because a mosque is a place of worship of a deity called Allah, and his prophet.  Allah is not the name the God of the Bible uses, nor is there a prophet named Mohammed in the Bible, both of which are essential principles in the Moslem religion.  Though this mosque is not as prominent visually as the Dome of the Rock when viewing the city from the Mount of Olives, it does stand out and is huge, covering 35000 square meters and allowing 5000 to worship at one time.
· Daniel 12:11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.
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To summarize support for identifying the Al Aqsa Mosque as the abomination:  It is a mosque which is a house of false worship; therefore, it is an abomination to true worship of God.  It sits on the Temple Mount; it is much larger than the Dome of the Rock and can accommodate five thousand worshippers.  
What questions may affect the timing of the prophecy?  Some examples are, what is the dedication date for the Al Aqsa Mosque and when did the “daily sacrifice” stop?  Both dates are unknown.  While it is known that the Al Aqsa Mosque was established in 705 AD, the dedication date is unknown.  The date 586 BC is when Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed, and the daily sacrifice would necessarily have ceased then.  1290 years later gives 703 AD which, if it were the dedication date for the mosque, would fit the prophecy, (586 + 1290 -1 = 703 AD).  Some support 703 AD for the dedication date of the Al Aqsa Mosque.  What however makes this so valuable to us is the next verse (Dan.12:12) when the 1335 years are added to 703 AD giving 2038 AD as when the daily sacrifice will begin again.  This gives insight to when Jesus returns as a thief.   (703 AD + 1335 = 2038 AD – 10 years as a thief = 2028 AD) 

The date however when the “daily sacrifice” stopped also may have happened earlier.  An example is during the time when Jerusalem was under siege by the Babylonians for three long years.  The siege was very long, and as time passed there would have been less and less food available in the city, perhaps making it impossible to perform the daily sacrifice. 
There also is latitude in interpreting the meaning of the word “time” in Dan.12:11 because in Daniel 12:4, 9 the phrase “time of the end” imply a period of time and not an exact date.              
· Daniel 12:11 And from the time <6256> that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.
· Daniel 12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time <6256> of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.
· Daniel 12:9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time <6256> of the end.
· 6256 “eth” {ayth}  KJV - time 257, season 16, when 7, always 4, eveningtide 2, misc 10; 296 (1) time

·         1a) time (of an event)

·         1b) time (usual)

·         1c) experiences, fortunes

·         1d) occurrence, occasion”

What this prophecy does is give a time frame for the date when the daily sacrifice will be reinstituted.  It is helpful to know approximately around when Jesus is about to return, yet we cannot determine the exact date, which is not unexpected because of the words of Jesus in Mk.13:32 where he tells his disciples that only God knows the day and hour of his return. 
Mark13:32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.

At the same time, while appreciating our limitations, there is real value in trying to understand and work out the many Bible prophecies of the signs of the nearness of Jesus’ return.  We are encouraged to keep watching due to the insight we gain from these prophecies.  In the Olivet Prophecy Jesus exhorts us to “Watch,” and prophecies such as Daniel 12:11-12 help to keep us awake and watching.  
Mark13:35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
Prophecy #6: The IMAGE Daniel 2 -- Insight after Armageddon, pages 271-273.  
The fearsome IMAGE seen by Nebuchadnezzar representing the Kingdoms of Men gives an impressive visualization of four empires that would arise in sequence and hold sway over Israel.  The image vision also depicts Jesus’ return as a “STONE” that smites the image at a time after the original four empires have disintegrated into various nations, some strong and others weak.  The image will necessarily have reassembled and be standing up altogether at that time since the entire image is destroyed all together (Dan.2:35) by the stone that hits it in the feet, Dan.2:45.
The following illustration shows this reassembled image on the right side in dotted lines since in our day it is not yet standing altogether.  This reconstitution of the entire image altogether will happen after Armageddon and after the gospel is proclaimed by the apostle John throughout the world.  Resistance will grow when the kingdoms of men misconstrue the “great King” reigning in Jerusalem as the Antichrist.  Nations will unite in opposition to Christ, and it is then that the stone power, (left corner of the following illustration) will smite this image and “break it in pieces and consume all these kingdoms represented by this image allowing the everlasting Kingdom of God to come on earth, Dan.2:44.
· Daniel2:44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
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Daniel 2:34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.

The “stone” (Acts 4:10-11) is a symbol of Jesus, who was cut out of the mountain, the Roman Empire, by God, therefore “without hands,” and taken to heaven.  Jesus is about to return with great power and will smite this image (kingdoms of men) and replace it with the kingdom of God.
Acts4:10-11 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 11 This is the stone (Jesus Christ) which was set at nought of you builders (Jew and Gentile), which is become the head of the corner. 

This IMAGE (kingdoms of men) in Daniel 2 will begin to stand altogether against Jesus Christ after having been deceived by the “false prophet” into misidentifying Jesus as the Antichrist.  Jesus with his saints and those nations (“fowls”) aligned with Jesus (Rev.19:21) will smite this image, possibly with the judgments of the seven Thunders (pages 197-209), and establish the Kingdom of God on earth, Mt.6:10; Dan.2:44.
· Revelation 19:21 And the remnant (of the image, the kingdoms of men) were slain 
with the sword of him (Jesus the great king) that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls (nations with Jesus) were filled with their flesh (eat up,  inherit their territories going into the Millennial Age).
· Matthew 6:10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
· Daniel 2:44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
This is what Jesus taught to pray for, in the Lord’s prayer, Mt.6:9-13.  God’s kingdom is and everlasting kingdom which is yet to come on earth.  It is only after the Millennial Kingdom ends and Jesus turns all over to God that the Kingdom of God comes and is fully established on earth.
· Matt. 6: 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
· 1 Corinthians 15:24-28 Then cometh the end (of Millennial Kingdom Age), when he (Jesus) shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 
Prophecy #7 --  God’s 7000 year plan -- Insight into Jesus’ return pages 294-298. 
The number seven in scriptural symbolism represents completeness.  The symbolism arises from the days of creation where the completed very good creation is culminated by the seventh day as shown in Genesis 2:1-3.  The seventh day was a day of rest.  Using genealogies to estimate how long ago our creation happened, some six thousand years have passed, corresponding to six days of creation. The next thousand years, called the seventh millennium, soon to begin, symbolizes a time of rest.  
The connection between the days of creation and the approximately six thousand years of man’s existence on earth is supported by 2Pet.3:8 that in God’s timing, a day for Him can be a thousand years for us.
· 2 Peter3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
The six days of creation and the 7th day of “rest” are a symbol of God’s seven-thousand-year plan with mortal mankind.  The coming “rest” of the seventh day will result in the righteous being freed from mortality and given immortality. The millennial age will complete God’s 7000-year plan with mortal man.
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· Revelation20:4 and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
How is the number seven used throughout the scriptures?  Does its use demonstrate completion?
1. Solomon’s temple was “seven years in building.”  Solomon had a reign of peace and built the temple as the center of worship for the God of Israel in Jerusalem.  His reign represented in type the coming Millennial Kingdom Age of peace under Christ.
· 1 Kings 6:38 And in the eleventh year, in the month Bul, which is the eighth month, was the house finished throughout all the parts thereof, and according to all the fashion of it. So was he seven years in building it.
2. After six days Jesus was transfigured, and upon his return to the rest of his disciples, he healed the boy who had a “dumb spirit” (probably epilepsy).  This miracle is a symbol of the healing power that will be available in the coming Millennial Kingdom Age.
· Mark 9:1-2 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.  And after six days (in type 6000 yrs.) Jesus taketh [with him] Peter, and James, and John, (7th millennial year) and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. (A type of the 7th Millennial Kingdom Age with the holy spirit gifts in evidence, Joel 2:28) 
· The miracle seen in Mk. 9:17-27 when Jesus descended the mountain and healed the man’s epileptic son shows that the spirit gifts, as evidenced by this miracle of healing, will be a feature of the 7th day millennial righteous rule of Christ.
· Exodus 20:9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 10 But the seventh day is the sabbath … a 7-day pattern still followed today.  The seventh day was provided to give “rest” from labour, a symbol of the coming “rest” of the Millennial Kingdom Age to come.
2. Hebrews 4:2-4 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard [it]. For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. For he spake in a certain place of the seventh [day] on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works.”  The “seventh day” is a type of the Millennial Kingdom Age to come for which we pray in the Lord’s Prayer.  The creation-day pattern predicts the Kingdom is to come 6000 years after Adam.  This timing is supported in 2Pet 3:8.


2Peter 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, 


that one day [is] with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a 


thousand years as one day.
The Millennial Kingdom age, as the number 7 signifies, will complete God’s 7000 year plan with mankind.
6. Revelation chapters 2 and 3 contain messages to 7 literal ecclesias located in Asia Minor in the first century AD.  Since Revelation is a book of sign and symbol, the order that the writer arranged the letters written to these specific ecclesias is significant.  The sequence of these letters to the seven ecclesias provides a historical timeline for the history of the Christian church from the time of the 1st century to just before Jesus’ return.
· Ephesus is listed first because they had left their first (“agape”) love.  Having become lax, they had lost their enthusiasm and had given up their fight against the Gnostics and Nicolaitans (“nicho” meaning to conquer and “laity” meaning people.)  who promoted false doctrines.  The members of the Ephesus ecclesia by the end of the first century had allowed the clergy to take over the leadership of the ecclesia with little accountability.
· Smyrna represents the Christians in the 2nd century being under severe pressure of persecution from the Roman government, their Jewish brethren included in the oppression.  They become poor, divided and weak, for many were cast into Roman prisons.
· Pergamos represents the Christian church during the 3rd century at a time when the adversary, the pagan religious system promoted by the Romans, was particularly powerful.  Their distress was compounded by the presence of Balaam (a type for attempting to serve two masters, mammon and God) and also the Nicolaitans in their midst.  Jesus warned them to repent or he would fight against them.
· Thyatira represents the Christian church in the 4th century which allowed Jezebel, who worshipped Baal, in their midst.  This introduction of false worship of a foreign triune god led to idolatry, great tribulation and the death of her children as seen in the message to the next church.
· Sardis, the 5th church, was called the “dead” church, a description of the believers through the Dark Ages ( 5th century till Reformation) when not one first principle doctrine was intact, and even though this church had a name, they were dead, Rev.3:2.
· Philadelphia, the 6th church, represents the Reformation when there was given an “opened door” (the printing press) which no man has been able to shut down.  This door opened the way for men to be able to read the Bible for themselves and to rediscover the Truth of the Bible. 
· Laodicea, the 7th church, completes the progression.  This church is described as “increased in goods” and claiming they have “need of nothing.”  The message is that they have deceived themselves and that they actually are ‘lukewarm” to be spewed out of Jesus’ mouth.  The advice given to them is to seek the gold of tried faith, to cover their shame with white clothes, and to use “eyesalve” to see spiritually so that they repent.
7. The 7th Seal, 7th Trumpet, 7th Vial, and 7th Thunder all signal the completion of the kingdoms of men.   The phrase “it is done” (Rev.16:17) is to be followed by a new order, the Millennial Kingdom to come.
· Rev.16:17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.   

In summary, the seventh Seal, Trumpet, Vial and Thunder signal the end of the Gentile Age.  On the grander scale, the number 7 signals the coming Millennial Kingdom Age when Jesus will be the “great king” and there will be peace and righteousness throughout the earth.   After this era, beyond the Millennial Kingdom Age, the “former things are passed away” (Rev.21:4) and God will be “all and in all” (1Cor.15:28) and “all things are new” (Rev.21:5).
· Rev.21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
· 1Co 15:28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.
After the Millennial Kingdom is when there will be “all things new” (Rev.21:5).
· Rev. 21:5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.
· Rev.21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 
· Rev. 21:1-8 describes beyond the Millennial Kingdom when there shall be no more mortality, sorrow, crying or pain, for the “former things are passed away.”  Looking forward to this time of divine perfection coming upon our earth and our hope to be a part of eternity and that glorious age is a fitting ending to this book, Bible Prophecy:  Building Faith and Training for the Future.  
Epilogue
The purpose of this book was threefold:  First, to build faith, second, to help us to be watching for Jesus’ return, and third, to train us to be ready to be kings and priests (Rev.5:10) and take our place alongside the apostle John in the preaching effort to convert the world to Jesus Christ (Rev.10:11).
· Rev.5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
· Rev.10:11 And he said unto me, Thou (John) must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.
The goal is to build a living faith, not a blind faith, but Biblical faith, as defined in Hebrews 11:1.
Hebrews11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
Bible prophecy gives the “substance,” the good reason, to believe the message of the Bible because Biblical prophecy has predicted future events with accuracy and detail that could not be anticipated without divine foreknowledge.  This level of precision in predicting future events builds Biblical faith.  The “seven times” in Daniel 4 and the “seventy weeks” prophecy in Daniel 9 are prophesies that have come to pass, partly in the past for Daniel 4 with some parts yet future, and in the case of Daniel 9:24-27 completely fulfilled, see pages 19--26.  The fulfilled prophecies give us keys to help unlock other prophecies with the “day for year” principle.  The “seventy weeks” prophecy prophesied Messiah’s first coming, generating a general expectation in the first century for this event, which was fulfilled by Jesus.  The “seven times” in Daniel 4 help us in our time to be awake and watching, for we are witnessing the “tree” which was preserved with a band of iron and brass beginning to grow back, not as just Babylon, but “Great Babylon,” and we expect to see it form itself into the entire image of Daniel 2, standing on two legs and having tentacles throughout all seven continents   
Today this prophecy from Daniel is becoming clearer, for the Babylonian empire was cut down in 539 BC, and, since then, seven times (7x360 = 2520 yrs.), or twenty five hundred and twenty years, later in 1980 AD, the tree has begun to stand on both legs with the fall of the USSR.  The progression will continue, for in Dan.2:35 this image must stand all “together” to be destroyed all “together”.
Daniel2:35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 
It is fascinating to analyze the sequence of the many Bible prophecies detailing the events surrounding the Messiah’s coming, both as a “thief” and later as “lightning.”  The future will include Jesus being rejected again, but with a twist, for it will be the Gentiles that reject Jesus and the Jews who will recognize him. Truly, it will be evident that no flesh can glory in God’s sight (1Cor.1:29; Zech. 12:10;13:6).
· ICor.1:28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.” 
· Zechariah12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, (The Jews will believe Jesus is the Christ) and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 
· Zechariah13:6 And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. 
On a different level, faith is built by the eight parables in Matthew 13 because the progression depicts the Christian church from the first century, beginning with the parable of the Sower, through and into the Millennial Age, represented by the eighth parable, that of the Householder.  Noticing the accuracy of the historical setting through the ages, with the Dark Ages, Reformation and Judgment coming in the order found in the sequence of these parables given by Jesus so long ago, is faith building.  (See pages 156-170)        

Another level of faith comes from an understanding of the meaning of the terms in the Genesis Creation account, finding the evidence that we live on an “Old Earth” (Gen.1:1) and the 4th day must be understood from the perspective of an observer on earth.  Understanding what God actually tells us in Genesis builds Biblical faith in our scientific age.  (See pages 39-53)   Passages like Romans 1:20 also warn mankind is responsible to see from the natural creation there is a God and the exhortation “that they are without excuse” who do not see.
Romans1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
Building faith is fundamental to our future participation in God’s marvelous plan of salvation, which is the reason this book is entitled:  Bible Prophecy:  building faith and training for the future.   
· Hebrews11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
· Romans3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified (accounted righteous) by faith without the deeds of the law. 

“Training for the future” is a more difficult goal because it requires a thorough understanding of the sequence of events beginning from Jesus’ return as a “thief,” through preaching the gospel with the apostle John, through identifying the “false prophet” and warning against his influence.  This understanding will be needed to counter the “strong delusion” promoted by the “man of sin” (Papal false prophet) who will attempt to deceive the whole world into believing that Jesus Christ, the “great king” reigning in Jerusalem, is the Antichrist, the incarnation of Satan!

Psa. 48:2  Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.

This “strong delusion” will not be easy to counter because it is a part truth for there will be (Psa.48:2) a “great King” ruling in Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus Christ.  In addition, the “false prophet” will refer to false interpretations of scripture in books by Jesuit priests like Rivera and Lucunza which were written to preach Futurism, including the rise of a future Antichrist as the incarnation of Satan, in a bid to remove the historical interpretation of the Revelation.  This opposition is why the outcome of John’s preaching (Rev.10:11) makes his belly “bitter,” for the “false prophet” will be able to deceive much of the world with this “lie” (2Thes.2:11).  The resulting opposition will cause the 7th vial to be poured out, as detailed in the seven thunders of judgments that come after Armageddon and after the gospel has been sent out to the whole world.   (See pages 74-85)

2Thes.2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:”
Understanding the true sequence of future events from what Bible prophecy reveals is why “training for the future” is so important for us.  This need is a major reason for writing this book.

Revelation10:10 And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, 
and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as 
soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. 11 And he said unto 
me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, 
and tongues, and kings.

2 Thessalonians2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
The deception that will seize the world will be so strong that the Bible in Revelation 17 uses symbol, position, geography and history that there be know mistake in identifying the “mother” and the “false prophet”.    

Rev.17:5  by symbol – “mother of harlots” 


Rev. 17:7  by position – “carried by a ten horn 7 head beast”

Rev.17:9 by geography  -- sitting on 7 mountains


Rev.17:16 by history-  Napoleon and Garibaldi made her desolate.    
The dangerous position of those who are deceived by this wolf in sheep’s clothing is why so much space in this book is given to identifying this religious system and the “strong delusion” it will cause throughout the seven “mountains” (continents, Rev/17:9).

Rev.17:9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven 
heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 
Our prayer is that this book will be helpful, both now, and in the future.  “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”
Revelation 22:20  He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
