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Section “C”  TIMELINE EXPANSION
The timeline below compared to Section “B” is further expanded giving the evidence behind the sequence.  This clarifies the flow and direction of the events prophesied.  Numbers 1, 4, 5, 6, 7-9 from the timeline are enhanced because of there future importance.  
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Faith grows when we understand how intricate and specific the prophecies are and how exactly they are being fulfilled.  We are hugely encouraged when we see prophecies being fulfilled in our lifetime.  
Searching out these matters is like finding hid treasure.  This in turn clarifies our vision while increasing our faith.  
· Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish:  but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.
· Proverbs 25:2  It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.
Timeline expansion:  Sequence #1 -- Jesus returns as a “thief” 
Understanding that Jesus first returns as a thief is especially important for all who are alive at Jesus’ return; in the Olivet prophecy Jesus emphasizes that we need to watch carefully because his return will be unexpected.  Mt. 24:42; Rev. 16:15. 
· Matthew24:42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.
· Revelation16:15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.
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JESUS RETURS AS A THIEF
BEFORE ARMAGEDDON!
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The statement that Jesus returns as a “thief” is repeated seven times in the New Testament, which shows the importance of understanding this aspect of his return.  The use of the description “as a thief” to characterize his return is startling; it seems incongruous to use a term like “thief,” which sounds sinister, sneaky and evil, yet that word perfectly illustrates the unexpected, silent and out-of-sight nature of Jesus’ return.  A thief can be a threat if allowed to enter unnoticed!  This graphic imagery warns us to be watching and ready so that we don’t face the consequences of being surprised, Mk.13:37; Mt.25:13.  
· Mark 13:37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
· Matthew 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
The unexpectedness of Jesus’ return means that those of us alive at the time may not appreciate the importance of watching.  Jesus warns that the revealing of the Son of man will surprise anyone who is not paying attention and is focused solely on the events of daily life:


Matthew 24:43 But know this, that if the goodman of the 
house had known in what watch the thief would come, he 
would have watched, and would not have suffered his 
house to be broken up.
Perhaps he may come at a time of peace, prosperity and enjoyment of the “good life” in our world, a way of life that would appeal to believers as well as nonbelievers.  Too much attention given to the cares of this world and local politics may distract believers from noticing the signs of the nearness of Christ’s return.  On those memorable occasions in the past, such as when the state of Israel was established in 1948 or when Israel captured Jerusalem in 1967, our community was on high alert to the nearness of Jesus’ return.  Since then, years have gone by, and we need to beware of complacency.  The return is very near.  
What will help us to be alert and watching?  An awareness of the sequence of events leading to the return of Jesus can help.  Knowing that Jesus comes first as a “thief” (Rev.16:15) and later to the world reveals himself (Rev.16:16) at “Armageddon” with the resurrected saints is important plus helps with the sequence of events.  Further information regarding the battle of Armageddon is in the following section.  
Timeline expansion:  Sequence #4 -- Armageddon 
“Armageddon” is the battle when a Russian-led confederacy (called Gog in Eze. 38) attacks and defeats Israel and then is defeated by an immortal army.  The destruction of Israel by Gog causes God’s fury to come up in His face (Eze. 38:18), which leads to the intervention of Christ with his saints; this coming of Christ will be seen to the world as “lightning” (Mt. 24:27). 
Matthew 24:27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
Leading the immortal, resurrected saints, Jesus will confront and destroy the Russian-led confederacy, which at this point will have established its headquarters in Jerusalem.  In this battle, referred to as Armageddon in Rev. 16:14,16 the Russian confederacy will become a “heap of sheaves” in the valley of slaughter. 
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“Armageddon” is made up of three Hebrew words, “aremah,” “gay” and “duwn,” which, when combined together, depict the finale of the 6th Vial.  This climax occurs after the Russian confederacy and the nations surrounding Israel have destroyed the Israeli nation.  The aggressors who have conquered Israel are confronted and destroyed by Christ and his saints.  The three Hebrew words which compose the word “Armageddon” in Rev. 16 can be found separately in other Bible passages, which helps us to understand their meaning. 
· 6194 ”aremah”  AV - heap 8, heap of corn 1, sheaves 1. “Aremah” Ruth 3:7  And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn (6194): and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down.
· 1516 gay' {gah'-ee} AV - valley 60, a steep valley, gorge -- Joshua 15:8 And the border went up by the valley (1516) of the son of Hinnom unto the south side of the Jebusite; the same is Jerusalem:
· 1777 “duwn”; AV - judge 18, misc. 6; 24 -- Psalm 72:2 He shall judge (1777) thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judgment. 
The prophets Zechariah (chapters 12-14), Ezekiel (chapters 38-39) and Joel (2:1-10, 22) give details about this great battle.
· Zech. 12:2 Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling (poison) unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. 
Zech.14:2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations …

· Joel 2:1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; 2 A day of darkness and of gloominess --- a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like … 
Ezekiel 38:1-2 requires explanation because its meaning becomes more obvious when the word “Rosh” in verse 2 is left as a proper noun; the word is commonly understood to be an ancient name for Russia.  The use of the word “Rosh” shows that Gog is the leader of a Russian confederacy from the land of Magog.    
Why is the word “Rosh” not translated as “Rosh” in Eze. 38:2 in some versions?  Some of the names such as Meshech, Tubal, Gomer and Togarmah in Ezekiel 38 are mentioned elsewhere in the Bible, such as in Genesis 10:2-3, and Libya and Persia are known locations also mentioned elsewhere in the Bible.  The scholar Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin, could not find the proper name “Rosh” among the nation families in Genesis or anywhere else in scripture, and so he disputed the Septuagint rendering and preferred to consider the word “rosh” as a common noun.  For this reason, the KJV translates “rosh” as “chief,” as it is in the Vulgate, Jerome’s translation.
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The word “Rosh” should be translated as a proper noun because it represents a nation.
· Samuel Bochart (1599-1667) in his “Sacred Geography” said:
“Ros is the most ancient form under which history makes mention of the name of Russia.”
· Heinrich Gesenius (1786-1842) wrote:  “Rosh was a designation for the tribes then north of the Taurus mountains, dwelling in the neighborhood of the Volga.”
· William Lowth D.D., an English clergyman (1660 to 1732) wrote:  “Rosh, taken as a proper name, signifies the inhabitants of Scythia from whom the modern Russians derive their name.”
· Gibbon wrote:  “Among the Greeks the national appellation Russians were known by the title Rus.”  
The identification of Rosh” and “Rus” as Russia is further strengthened by the following map, which is Herodotus’ version of the ancient world at 420 BCE, about two centuries after the time of Ezekiel the prophet.  The map shows the Scythians inhabited an area in the north of Asia, part of present-day Russia.  Ezekiel 38:2 says “Gog” is from the land of “Magog.”  The historian Josephus identifies the Magogites as the Scythians, which connects the land of Magog with Russian territory at the time of Ezekiel. 
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The timing of the prophecy is important.  Ezekiel 38:8,16 states it is a “latter days” prophecy.  It tells of an invasion against the people of Israel who have been regathered from the nations and are living safely in their own land, a land that previously was a wasteland.  Modern Israel fits the description of a former wasteland filled with people who have come from other nations.  This description supports the assertion that Ezekiel 38 is a modern-day prophecy.  The meaning of the prophecy is also clear.  “Gog” will be a leader of Russia who will lead a confederacy of nations against Israel, destroying it and sending many of its people into captivity.  The battle of Armageddon will follow.  
“Meshech” is identified with Moscovy, a form of the name Moscow.  Herodotus identifies two races of people, the Moschoi and the Tibsrenoi, who are located in the mountains south-east of the Black Sea.  (Herodotus III, p.94; Vii p.78).
Gensenius wrote that “Meshech” was the founder of the Moschi, a barbarous people who dwelt in the Moschian mountains.  Moschi is connected to the Hebrew name Meshech and is considered to be the source of the name for the city of Moscow.”
“Tubal” seems to point to Tobolsk, a metropolis in Siberia situated on the river Tobol which flows northward.  The region lies immediately eastward of Moscow.  Genenius comments:  “Tubal the son of Repheth founder of the Tibereri a people dwelling on the Black sea to the west of the Moschi.” 
Ezekiel 38 and 39 had a partial fulfillment at the time of Ezekiel when the ancient Scythians invaded and overran several kingdoms including Palestine.  All aspects of the prophecy were not fulfilled in Ezekiel’s day however, and it is the “latter days” full-fulfillment which interests us.
· Ezekiel 38:8 After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains (West Bank) of Israel, which have been always waste (therefore future “latter days”): but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely  (future even in our day) all of them.
· Ezekiel 38:16  And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.
This full fulfillment of Ezekiel 38 is yet future.  It will occur after Jesus returns as a “thief” and after the resurrection and judgment of the responsible, events which will be followed by a period of joy for those who are found faithful and made immortal.  Those judged unfaithful, such as Caiaphas (Mt.26:64) the high priest, will see the blessings but will be excluded from them.  The earthly nations will face a time of trouble (Lk.21:26) with “men’s hearts failing due to fear” from seeing what is coming on the earth. 

·  Mt 24:64 Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.  ((Jesus speaking to Caiaphas at his trial)
· Luke 21:26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.
Jesus’ statement to the high priest, “Hereafter ye shall see the Son of Man,” helps us to understand when and what will happen to those who are found unfaithful at the judgment seat of Christ.  The Judgment (judgment seat of Christ) necessarily must proceed, perhaps by several years, the time when Caiaphas will see Jesus “coming in the clouds of heaven” (Mt.26:64), an event which is connected to when Jesus with his 
saints confronts “Gog” (Russia, Ezekiel chapter 38) at the battle of Armageddon.
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Ezekiel 38:11-12 describes the conditions in Israel when the Russian confederacy will invade Israel.

Ezekiel 38:11 And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, 12 To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land (West Bank).
This invasion by the Russian confederacy is still future, for Israel today does not dwell in the West Bank in safety “without walls,” “bars and gates.”   The picture below, taken in my travels, shows a West Bank settlement surrounded by bars, gates and barbed wire for safety.
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Many today confuse Jesus’ coming as a “thief” with his “coming in the clouds of heaven” at Armageddon.  His return as a thief happens first. Armageddon is later when Jesus with his saints confronts the Russian confederacy.  Jesus’ coming in the clouds will be seen as “lightning” by the whole world; there will be a huge earthquake which splits the Mount of Olives and which will be felt all over the world, (Eze.38:20).
· Eze.38:20 … and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.
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It is important to understand clearly the order of events.  Before the dramatic “coming of the Son of man” is seen by the world, Israel must be invaded by a Russia-led confederacy.  This confederacy will destroy Israel and sell the inhabitants as captives to other nations.  It will establish its headquarters (Dan.11:45) in Jerusalem bringing on Armageddon!
Daniel11:45 And he (Verse 40 “king of the north” the Russian confederacy) shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas (Mediterranean & Dead Sea) the glorious holy mountain (Mt. Zion) yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.
Further details of the devastation when the nation of Israel is overrun by the “Northern Army” are found in the prophecy of Zechariah.  Two thirds of the people of Israel are sold, scattered and die, while a third part are left.
Zechariah13:8 And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein.
The women are ravished, and the city (Jerusalem) is taken (Zech.14:2; Joel 3:3; Dan.11:45; Mt.24:27-30). 
· Zechariah14:2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.
· Joel 3:3 And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink.
It is at this time that Jesus with his resurrected saints intervenes, revealing themselves to the world.  There will be a great earthquake which splits the Mount of Olives, opening a route of escape for survivors to flee east into Arab lands through the split in the mountain.  
Zechariah 14:3 Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.  4And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east, and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.  5And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal:
God reacts (Eze.38:18-22; Joel 2:1-11), causing the Russian-led confederacy (Joel 2:20) to turn and destroy itself Eze.38:21.   The great earthquake which splits the Mount of Olives will impact not only Israel but the whole world Eze.38:20.  Further, the earthquake has both a literal and figurative application.   
· Ezekiel38:18 And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, that my fury shall come up in my face. 19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel; 20 So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground. 21 And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord GOD: every man's sword shall be against his brother. 22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 
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Joel 2:7-8 confirms that an immortal army is involved.  Joel 2:2 says “there hath not been ever the like,” with the reason given in verse 8, “and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded.”
Joel 2:1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD (Armageddon) cometh, for it is nigh at hand; 2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong (immortal army); there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations.
V.7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks: 8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded (immortal army of saints?). 9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 10 The earth (people) shall quake before them (saints); the heavens (political power of the nations) shall tremble: the sun (Leadership) and the moon (church) shall be dark, and the stars (statesmen’s) shall withdraw their shining:
Ezekiel 39 outlines the magnitude of the destruction on the Russian confederacy and the enormous task it will be to bury the bodies of this huge army in Israel.
Ezekiel 39:11-12 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley of Hamongog. 12 And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the land.
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There are additional details relating to Armageddon found in Luke 17:24-37 where eleven verses describe conditions when Jesus reveals himself to the world as the “lightning” Mt.24:27 as he descends in the clouds of heaven, at the time when the nations are plucking clean the Israeli dead “carcase” as described in the next verse, Mt.24:28.  Just prior to the point when the Russian Confederacy (Gog) makes its move into Israel, Israel has been living confidently, as Eze. 38:11 describes, dwelling “safely.”  The Israeli people’s concerns before the disaster will be limited to the ordinary activities of life, similar to the thoughtless focus of those living in the days of Noah before the flood came or those in the days of Lot before Sodom was destroyed. 
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It is important to notice that the description given of the days of Noah is not as portrayed in Genesis 6:11-13 as “corrupt” and “filled with violence” but “eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage.”
· Genesis6:11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. 13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
Those living in the time of Noah were corrupt in God’s eyes, but from their own perspective, they were merely going about doing the duties of everyday life.  The warning is to Israel who similarly may think they are living well, having no other concerns beyond the routines of daily life, when in fact they are about to become a carcass to be plucked clean by the Russian confederacy and the surrounding nations.  
A major clue to the timing of these events is found in Luke 17:30:  “Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed (apokalupto).”  The word “apokalupto” (revealing) refers to when Jesus reveals himself with his saints upon the Mount of Olives to the whole world and confronts the Russian confederacy at the point when it has made its headquarters in Jerusalem, Dan.11:45.
· Daniel11:45 45 And he (Gog, Ezekiel chapter 38) shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas (Mediterranean and the Dead Sea) in the glorious holy mountain (Mt. Zion); yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.  
Luke 17:31 continues the narrative of what it will be like then, showing urgent action is required by those complacently living their everyday lives when suddenly Russia invades modern Israel. 
· Lk.17:31 In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. 32 Remember Lot's wife. 33 Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it. 34 I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken <3880>, and the other shall be left. 35 Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken <3880>, and the other left. 36 Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken <3880>, and the other left. 37 And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body (dead Israeli carcass) is, thither will the eagles be gathered together.
· “taken” 3880 paralambano  AV - take 30, receive 15, take unto 2, take up 2, take away 1; 50.  Some suggest that those taken will escape from Jerusalem by fleeing through the valley between the divided mount of Olives to Arab lands. 
The context of Lk.17:24-37 is when Israel is attacked by the Russian confederacy and becomes a plucked clean “carcass” (Mt.24:28).  Israel is destroyed (Zech.13:8), and its people are scattered among the nations (Zec.14:2; Joel 3:5-8).  At this point, God reacts, and Jesus is revealed to the world (Lk.17:30); he is seen as “lightning” (Lk.17:24) upon the Mount of Olives, which splits in two parts (Zech. 14:4), accompanied by a huge earthquake.  The massive earthquake will cause Mt. Zion to become elevated; it will become a high mountain visible from all sides, including the North (Psa.48:2 plus see sequence #5 Page 91).  Later, Mt. Zion will be surrounded by the mile-square temple described in Ezekiel 40-44.  See next section beginning on page 109. 
Zechariah13:8 And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off (from Israel and scattered into the nations) and die; but the third shall be left therein.  (Happens while Gog takes over Israel and sets up his headquarters in Jerusalem, Dan.12:45)
· Luke17:30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.  (Jesus with his resurrected saints is dramatically seen worldwide <Mt.24:27; Lk.17:24>, described as lightning upon Mt. Olivet.)
· Zechariah14:2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city (Jerusalem) shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city (Jerusalem) shall go forth into captivity (scattered into the nations), and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.
The arrival of Jesus and the resurrected saints on the Mount of Olives will split the mountain, creating a valley which allows the “residue” to escape east through the divided Mount of Olives toward Arab lands.  The battle of Armageddon begins, when Christ and the saints destroy the army of the Goggian confederacy, causing it to become like the residue of a heap of sheaves, judged and needing burial.

· Ezekiel 39:11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley of Hamongog.
The battle of Armageddon finishes with the complete destruction of the Goggian power in Israel, and “seven months” are required to clean up afterwards Eze.39:12. And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the land. 
Timeline expansion: Sequence #5 – Future TEMPLE, Eze.40-44

Jesus begins to reign after Armageddon as king, first in Israel, and increasingly over the nations of the world who recognize him as the Messiah.  It is thought that the temple described in Ezekiel 40-44 begins to be built at this time.  It is uncertain how much time will be required to erect it, but Solomon’s temple took seven years to build.  Psalm 48 describes world leaders who come to Jerusalem, see the temple and marvel.

· Psalm48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, (therefore after the earthquake in Zec.14:4) the city of the great King (Jesus). 4 For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 5 They saw it (temple in Eze. 42:16), and so they marveled; they were troubled (strong delusion 2Thes.2:11?), and hasted away.
The temple described in Ezekiel 40-44 will be impressive, surrounding Mt Zion, covering an area over a mile square, and with a river of water flowing from it.
The following picture is an illustration from a book entitled The Temple of Ezekiel’s Prophecy by Henry Sulley, an English architect and writer who lived from 1845 – 1940.  The book contains a detailed analysis of the temple described in Ezekiel, including several drawings, such as the map shown in the picture on the following page of the ancient city of Jerusalem with the outline of the temple superimposed on top. 
One of the measuring instruments used in the prophecy is the reed.
· Ezekiel42:16 He measured the east side with the measuring reed <7070 “qaneh”>, five hundred reeds, with the measuring reed round about.
· Ezekiel 40:5 And behold a wall on the outside of the house round about, and in the man's hand a measuring reed <7070 qaneh> of six cubits <520 “’ammah”> long by the cubit and an hand breadth: …
A reed is six cubits (Eze.40:5), each cubit of which is actually one cubit and a hand breadth.  A cubit and a hand breadth is about 22 inches, so each reed is about 6 times 22 inches, that is, 132 inches long.  500 reeds is over one mile, so the temple is over one mile square.  (500 times 132/12=5,500 feet c/p 5280 feet/mile)  There is no building that covers anywhere near that much ground today!  This temple is huge in area, as well as surrounding an elevated Mt. Zion.
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Mt. Zion today is covered by much of the old city of Jerusalem, however the earthquake in Zech. 14:4 bringing Armageddon will greatly change that configuration.
· Zechariah14:4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.”
· Zechariah14:10 All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses.  
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This picture is a view from the east showing the side of the temple described in Ezekiel 40 - 44.  It is an artist’s rendition taken from Henry Sulley’s book The Temple of Ezekiel’s Prophecy.   
A question that often arises is how do we know there is a circular building inside the temple, and what scripture is used in support?  The detailed explanation can be found in Henry Sulley’s book pp. 44-45, but his reasoning is based on Eze. 41:2, 3 where it says that the posts of the outer door are seven cubits apart while the posts of the opposite door on the other side of the room are six cubits apart.  
The next illustration shows a diagram used to demonstrate that the inner building is circular.  Extending the diagram confirms that the radius fits within a temple of over a mile square. 
· Ezekiel41:2 And the breadth of the door was ten cubits; and the sides of the door were five cubits on the one side, and five cubits on the other side: and he measured the length thereof, forty cubits: and the breadth, twenty cubits.  V.3 
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Ezekiel 41:3 Then went he inward, and measured the post of
the door, two cubits; and the door, six cubits; and the
breadth of the door, seven cubits.

The inner door is one cubit less therefore circular building.



  
Although this temple has a spiritual application, the description given in Ezekiel 40 – 44 is literal like the preceding chapters 38 – 39.  Other references to this literal temple are found in Hag. 2:7-9; Isa. 60:3-6,9; Mic. 4:2-3; and Psa. 48:2-5,12.
· Haggai 2:7-9 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts. 9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former …
· Micah 4:2  And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD (Mt. Zion), and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 3 And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

Many however have difficulty with Ezekiel chapters 40-44 and the description of a future huge mile square temple (Eze.42:16; 40:5) to be built for the Millennial Age and where animal sacrifices would be made (Eze.43:19-27).   Therefore some see these last chapters of Ezekiel apply to the time of Ezra and Nehemiah and the building of the temple under the decree of Cyrus.  Others conclude this is a partial fulfillment at the time of Ezra and Nehemiah while still others see Ezekiel chapters 40-44 as future and describe a full fulfillment upon Jesus’ return following Armageddon in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39.  (See also pages 12-18, Prophecies having Partial and Full Fulfilment.) 
 
Another interpretation since many Bible prophecies are conditional is – 
if you will obey me, then I will bless you, (Deu.30:1-3; Psa.81:13-14; Jer.3:12-19).  Therefore in Ezra’s time, because of their lack of faith, the temple they built as described in Ezekiel didn’t happen or was at best only a partial fulfillment and the full fulfillment is as described in Ezekiel chapters 40-44 yet to come.   
 
As to this future temple described in Ezekiel, several more questions arise including who is the “prince” and if the “sons of Zadok” will be immortal.   
 
As an answer, the context leading to Ezekiel chapters 40-44 reads very literal including Israel a nation again as seen in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39.  Following this Israel is destroyed by Gog (Russian confederacy) in Eze.38:9; Zec.13:8; 14:1,2; Dan.11:44-45.  Ezekiel chapter 39 ends with the “supper of the Great God”, also in Revelation 19:17-21.  This all supports the context as future and factual, beginning just before the Millennial Age.  Also after Armageddon is the background of Psalm 48 of the “kings” of the earth coming to Jerusalem and seeing a real temple and being “troubled and hasted away”.   What they see is described in Ezekiel chapters 40-44 but they are “troubled”, not having taken the time to understand the context leading to Ezekiel chapters 40-44 or read Ezekiel chapters 36-39 showing this is a “latter years” prophecy.        
· Ezekiel 38:8 After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them.
· Ezekiel 38:16 And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes. 
 
That being said:  context, context, context is key!  Ezekiel chapters 40-44 describe a latter day, huge mile square (Eze.42:16; 40:5) temple which in the Millennial Age is where the nations come to worship.
The following Bible passages support why this Millennial Age temple needs to be so huge for “all nations shall be gather unto it” (Jer.3:17).   That this will be “in the last days’ … and many nations shall come (Mic.4:1-2).  That “all nations will flow” unto and be taught (Isa.2:2-4).  That this temple would be called “an house of prayer for all people” (Isa.56:7) and “of all the “families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship … even upon them (those who don’t come) shall be no rain” (Zec.14:17).
This all reads very literal and supports the need for a huge temple for the coming Millennial Age but as to the “prince” and the “sons of Zadok,” the description brings questions to who is the “prince” and are the “sons of Zadok immortal?  Further since a prince is not a king and Jesus is the “great king” in the Millennial Kingdom Age to come (Psa.48:2), who then is the “prince” in Eze.45 :22; 46;16-18? 
· Psalm 48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, (therefore after the earthquake in Zec.14:4) the city of the great King (Jesus). 
· Ezekiel 46:16 Thus saith the Lord GOD; If the prince give a gift unto any of his sons, the inheritance thereof shall be his sons; it shall be their possession by inheritance. 17 But if he give a gift of his inheritance to one of his servants, then it shall be his to the year of liberty (therefore timing Millennial Age); after it shall return to the prince: but his inheritance shall be his sons' for them.  
We are not told who the “prince” is but God in Scripture makes excellent use of types and shadows,  for example: Abraham told to offer Isaac, also Joseph an amazing type of Jesus and Solomon in building the temple to type Jesus building the temple in Ezekiel chapters 40-44.  With this in mind, an example might be the “prince” begotten from Jesus would shadow Jesus “begotten” from God.  This would give Jesus also and begotten son and since Jesus in the Millennial Age will be the “great King”, the “prince” would be Jesus’ begotten son.  The prince following the type would be born mortal as would be his sons.   This has support in Eze.45:22 and Eze.46:18.  
· Ezekiel 45:22 And upon that day shall the prince prepare for himself (therefore mortal) and for all the people of the land a bullock for a sin offering. 
· Ezekiel 46:18 Moreover the prince shall not take of the people's inheritance by oppression, to thrust them out of their possession; but he shall give his sons inheritance out of his own possession: that my people be not scattered every man from his possession. 
As to the “sons of Zadok” (Eze.44:15) it is thought are immortal as compared to the raised Levites that went astray (Eze.44:10-14) for “they shall bear their iniquity” and made “keepers of the charge of the house” in the Millennial Age.  

· Ezekiel 44:15  But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat and the blood, saith the Lord GOD: 
· Ezekiel 44:10 And the Levites that are gone away far from me, when Israel went astray, which went astray away from me after their idols; they shall even bear their iniquity.  11 Yet they shall be ministers in my sanctuary, having charge at the gates of the house, and ministering to the house: they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister unto them.  
12 Because they ministered unto them before their idols, and caused the house of Israel to fall into iniquity; therefore have I lifted up mine hand against them, saith the Lord GOD, and they shall bear their iniquity.  
13 And they shall not come near unto me, to do the office of a priest unto me, nor to come near to any of my holy things, in the most holy place: but they shall bear their shame, and their abominations which they have committed. 14 But I will make them keepers of the charge of the house, for all the service thereof, and for all that shall be done therein. 
It is suggested to “bear their iniquity” they would be raised but not made immortal through the Millennial Age to come. 
The importance of the Temple Mount:

The history goes back at least as far to the time of Abraham when God 
tested him to bring Isaac to the same mount to be sacrificed, about 1900 
BC.  About 1000 BC Solomon built a magnificent temple on this site but it was destroyed about 600 BC.  About the time of Ezra around 500 BC the Second Temple was built which was renovated and expanded by King Herod about when Jesus was born and destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 70.  Today Orthodox Jews believe the Third Temple will be built on this same site when the Messiah comes.

For Muslims, the Temple Mount includes the Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque.  The Temple Mount is considered as their third holiest site and where their prophet Muhammad ascended to heaven and returned in one night in 621 AD.
In 1967 Israel captured the Temple Mount but turned over the administration of the site to the Jerusalem Islamic Waqf, a religious trust.  As part of the arrangement, non-Muslims are permitted limited access, but prayer by non-Muslims at the site is forbidden.  A Jewish group called the Temple Institute desires to build the Third Temple on the Temple Mount for the Messiah to come.  Scripture however shows this will be after Jesus returns.  (See section “C” timeline expansion, sequence 5 pages 109-116)

The importance of the Temple:   

The Temple was first a Tabernacle (tent) that was moved from place to place when Israel was in the wilderness and mentioned over 300 times in the KJV.  What is of special interest today is the role the temple plays in the future including the daily sacrifice being reinstituted.  This further gives insight to Jesus’ return.  (See Dan.4:16, pp 26-33; Dan.8:14, page 278-286; Dan.12:11-12, pp 286-292).  In addition Ezekiel chapters 40-44 describes not only a future huge temple to be built for all nations but the need and requirement their people to come yearly to worship and be instructed, Zech. 14:17-18.  Instruction of the earth’s people is major in fulfilling God’s purpose with our creation which is revealed in Num.14:21; Psa.72:19 and Hab..2;14.
· Numbers 14:21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD.

· Psalm 72:19 And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen.

· Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

So what is the glory of the LORD?  Fortunately Moses asked this in Exo.33:18-19 and Exo.34:6-7.
· Exodus 33:18-19 And he said, I beseech thee, show me thy glory.  And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.
· Exodus 34:6-7  And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 
God when compared to the heathen gods shows an enormous difference.  This is especially seen in their character.  The one displays heavenly characteristics and the other earthy animal like behavior.  The one exist for eternity while the other only exists in peoples’ minds.  The one is a living God while the other has no life of its self being made of wood and stone.  In the future the worship of God will be worldwide and the temple will be centre to it.  This all will be seen and appreciated when the nations go up to worship and be instructed (Isa.2:2-4; Jer.3:17) for in the Millennial Kingdom Age there will be both immortal (Dan.12:2) and mortal inhabitance, (Zech.14:16).
· Daniel 12:2  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
· Zechariah 14:16  And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.
Timeline expansion:  Sequence 5 through 7 (see page 91) -- Gospel preached, a joyful time, “sweet as honey.” 
After Armageddon, Jesus will reign as the “great king” from Jerusalem, and the “gospel” (good news) will go out to the whole world led by the resurrected apostle John (Rev.10:11) and with the help of the holy spirit gifts.  This will parallel but in a far greater way the preaching of the apostles in the 1st century.  After this preaching effort, comes the “hour of His judgment” upon Babylon the Great.
· Revelation 10:11 And he said unto me (apostle John), Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.
· Revelation 14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting  (166 “aionios” = Millennial Age)  gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour (30 years using the day for year principle) of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 
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This “gospel” (good news) message will begin in Israel and spread out to the whole world, supported by power and authority.  The outpouring of the gospel is compared to the “former” and “latter rain” in Joel 2:23, showing abundance.  In scripture rain can be a symbol of God’s word (Deut.32:2).  Here rain represents the gospel being preached throughout the whole world by the resurrected apostle John (Rev.10:11) and the saints.
· Joel 2:23  Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month.
As “rain” symbolizes doctrine (Deut. 32:2) and is spread upon the earth   so in Psalm 72:6 rain falls upon the “mown grass” (cultivated mortal people being exposed to the gospel in the kingdom age to come.)  The will be characterized by the saints instructing the “mown grass” world wide.
· Deuteronomy 32:2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew …
· Psalm 72:6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth.
The period of rejoicing in Joel 2:23 follows Armageddon after Jesus has set up his throne in Jerusalem.  At that time the gospel will begin being disseminated from Jerusalem with the use of the power of the Holy Spirit, paralleling but to a much greater extent, the spread of the gospel in the first century.

The Israeli “remnant” is gathered worldwide:
At the time the gospel is preached to the world, natural Israel (the Jewish remnant of the ten tribes) will be gathered (Eze. 20:34-38; Mic.2:12) from all over the world (Isa.60:9) to an area east of the river Jordan (Mic.7:14).  Here they will learn God’s ways before being led by Jesus (Mic.2:12-13) into the Promised Land echoing Joshua, (Joshua 1:10-11).

· Ezekiel 20:34 And I will bring you (Israeli ten tribe remnant) out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. 35 And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people (a type from Israel’s history--forty years in the wilderness), and there will I plead with you face to face. 36 Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD. 37 And I will cause you to pass under the rod (accept Jesus), and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant: (new covenant Jer.31:31; Heb.8:8,13; 12:24)
· Isaiah 60:9 Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish (British commonwealth) first, to bring thy sons (Jewish ten tribe remnant) from far (worldwide) … 
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· Micah 2:12 I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel (left of the ten tribes); I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men. 
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Micah7:14 Feed thy people with thy
rod, the flock of thine heritage,
which dwell solitarily in the wood,
in the midst of Carmel: let them
feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in
the days of old.

o This is Mic.2:13,14 which described the ten tribes
who are brought back to Israel during the gospel
proclamation (Eze.20:33-38) which will be after
Armageddon but before Babylon the Great falls.
The “rod (Eze.20:37) is the Great Shepherd’s
staff which will be used to lead and bring them
under the new covenant, Jer.31:31.

* “CammeF’ — Rotherham translates as “fruitful
field”. “Bashan and Gilead” are regions E.
of the Jordan and N. of Arnon. Itis here the
ten tribes will be brought (Eze.20:33) to feed on
the spirit word until they come into the bond of
the covenant & Jesus paralleling Joshua leads
over Jordan, (Mic.2:14) into the promised land.

Ezekiel 20:35 And 1
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cause you to pass
under the rod, and I
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God will work with his people Israel while the gospel is promulgated to the rest of the world and the building of the temple is ongoing.  Further, at this time the daily sacrifice will be reinstituted (Ezek 46:15).  There is a difference, however, because there will be no evening sacrifice as was required under the law because the lamb (Jesus) has been slain in the evening once for all.
· Ezekiel 46:15 Thus shall they prepare the lamb, and the meat offering, and the oil, every morning for a continual burnt offering.
The sequence of events is delineated in Joel 2 and 3.  These chapters not only cover the key events beginning with Armageddon, but the events are considered largely in chronological order, beginning from when Jesus and his saints confront the Goggian confederacy with its headquarters in Jerusalem, Dan.11:45.  This battle (Armageddon) is described in Joel 2:1-10 in vivid detail, showing an immortal army confronting a mortal army, leading to the mortal’s defeat in Joel 2:20, after which follows the events of the gospel going forth but leading to Joel 2:31 the “great and terrible day of the LORD.”   For more details refer to my book:  joelteethinthewind.com 
In addition to the sequence in Joel 2:21-29, the nations will be judged by Jesus as sheep or goats depending on their treatment of God’s people (Mt.25:31-46 also section E pages 248-254).  Israel then will return upon the surrounding nations what these nations did to them, Joel 3:4-8.  After Jesus extends his authority worldwide, all nations will be commanded to go to the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:12) and be judged for scattering God’s chosen people and parting His land.  This requirement will cause many nations to prepare for war (Joel 3:9) and bring on “the great and terrible day of the LORD.”   Those nations that support Babylon the Great will be “eaten up,” as it were, for it says that the nations that support Jesus and his saints will be "filled with their flesh," meaning that the territory of the nations opposing Christ will be taken from them, Rev.19:21; Eze.39:17 and given to the nations that support Jesus. 
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Notice that #6 in the sequence where the “daily sacrifice” (see Section E, page 278-286) is reinstituted in 2026 AD.  However if the “abomination” is the Al Aqsa mosque, 2026 AD becomes 2040 AD. 

Although #5 in the sequence indicates that some nations will become subject to Jesus, the “great King” reigning in Jerusalem, (Psa.48:2-6) many nations will be greatly troubled (Psa.2:1-3; 83:3) and will be unwilling to submit to the “great King,” leading to their downfall.  Joel 2:31 says that their “sun” (ruling power) will be turned to darkness and their “moon” (religious system) turned to “blood” (destroyed) by the army of the “Great King.”
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The “great and terrible day of the LORD,” Joel 2:31 and number 9

in the sequence, is mentioned in Act 2:17-21, but the application to the first century applies only so far.  In Joel 2:32, the last part speaks of “deliverance” in Jerusalem, which did not happen for Acts 2:17-21 is but a partial fulfillment, therefore Joel 2:32 was not quoted for in AD 70 Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans.      

The word “afterward” in Joel 2:28 refers to after the “northern army” (Russian confederacy) of verse 20 is destroyed at Armageddon.  After this destruction, Jesus is made king in Jerusalem, and the gospel is preached to the world.  When Jesus is rejected by much of the world, the “great and terrible day of the LORD” comes (Joel 2:31).  This “terrible day” is described in more detail in Joel 3:13-16, as well as in a number of Bible prophecies such as those in Revelations including the 7th Seal, the 7th Trumpet, the 7th Vial and all seven Thunders.  (See section “D”)  However, in the full fulfillment in Joel 2:32, there will be deliverance in Jerusalem, for Jesus will be in Jerusalem reigning as the “Great King” (Psa.48:2; John 18:36; Lk.1:31) and priest in the temple built as described by the prophet Ezekiel, surrounding Mt. Zion.  (See slide on page 122 items 5-9.)
· Psalm48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, (Future, no north side today.  Elevated, Zec.14:4 at Armageddon) the city of the great King (Jesus in the Millennial Age). 
· John18:36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.
· Luke1:31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:
In Malachi 4 there are two days described, “the day that shall burn as an oven” in verse 1 and the “great and dreadful day of the LORD” in verse 5.  Armageddon is the day that will burn as an oven, as seen by the meaning of Armageddon, because, as already noted, the name consists of three Hebrew words: “arma” meaning “heap of sheaves”, “gay” meaning “valley” and “don” meaning “judgment.”  The outcome, the day burning like an oven, will be the destruction of the Goggian confederacy as detailed in Eze.39:9-11.
· Eze 39:11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley (1516) of the passengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley (1516) of Hamongog.
· 1516 “gay” (1) “a steep valley, narrow gorge.”
· Not 6010 “emeq” low land, open country as in Joel 3:12. 
Later, in Mal. 4:5, comes a further judgment day, the “great and dreadful day of the LORD,” which also is in Joel 2:31 and here in the sequence in Malachi chapter 4 beginning with Armageddon in verse 1.   while this “dreadful day” follows in verse 5.
Mal. 4:1 For, behold, the day (Armageddon) cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness (Jesus) arise with healing in his wings; and ye (dead saints raised) shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. 3 And ye (saints, Psa.149:9) shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts. 4 Remember ye (ten tribes, Eze.20:33-38; Mic.2:12;7:14 see pages 109-111) the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.  (“remember and be not like their fathers who wandered 40 years and died in the wilderness) 5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day (on Great Babylon, Rev. 16:17-19) of the LORD: 6 And he (Elijah) shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.
The “great and dreadful day” in Mal.4:5 will come after Armageddon when Jesus is set up as king in Jerusalem and after the nations are judged in the valley of Jehoshaphat.  This “great and dreadful day” happens as described in the 7th vial (Rev.16:17-19) when the “great King” roars out of Jerusalem (Joel 3:12-16).
· Revelation16:17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air (worldwide); and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon (“Image” Daniel chapter 2, here all together) came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.
· Joel 3:12  Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley (6010 “emq” “low land, open country) of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit (Jesus sitting) to judge (Mt.25:31-46) all the heathen round about.
· Joel 3:16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem (timing is future when Jesus is king there); and the heavens and the earth (“heavens” = leaders and the earth = the people) shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. 
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A new world is coming, but, as seen in Joel 2, there are major events that happen first, from Armageddon through to the “great and terrible day of the LORD” in Joel 2:31.  Joel 3 begins after Armageddon but before Joel 2:31.  During this time, the “fortunes” of Judah and Jerusalem will have greatly changed, for Jesus is reigning as king in Jerusalem.
· Joel 2:31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.
· (NRSV) Joel 3:1 For then, in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 
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The “fortunes” (7622 sh@buwth) of Israel will greatly change with Jesus reigning as king in Jerusalem; however, many nations will not wish to respond to the command to report to the valley (6010 “emeq” not 1516 “gay”) of Jehoshaphat and be judged by Jesus (Joel 3:2; Mt. 25:31-46).  These nations will resist, which will bring the “hour” (30 years) of Judgment upon “Babylon the Great.”   During this 30-year period, Rome is destroyed, which will be a sign to the nations (Rev.18:17).
· Revelation18:17 For in one hour (30 years using day for year principle) so great riches is come to naught.  And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 
Many have wondered, what is the location of the valley of Jehoshaphat?  The authority for its identification comes from the Empress Helena, the mother of Constantine, who identified it as the Kidron valley in 325 AD.  Her basis for this identification has been questioned for a number of reasons, including the problem that the Hebrew word for valley here is “emeq” <6010> “a vale, that is, broad depression.”  The Kidron valley is a narrow gorge, and the Hebrew word for a gorge with high, steep sides is “gay” <1516>.  Because of this discrepancy and the context of Joel 3, the Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible assumes the valley is “in the sense of a judicial decision” as seen in the quotation below:  
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Many nations will not be pleased with the judgment pronounced upon them and will take “counsel” against Jesus (Psalm 2:2-3; 83:3).
· Psa.2:2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, 3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
· Psa.83:3 They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones (LXX = Saints).
The nations will be summoned to the valley of Jehoshaphat to be judged by Jesus.  Some of these “goat” nations in Jesus’ parable of the “Sheep and Goats” (Mt.25:31-46 plus see Section E pages 248-254) will take “counsel” against Jesus.  They also will be deceived by a “strong delusion” and believe the lie that Jesus, the “great King” reigning in Jerusalem, is the “incarnation of Satan,” whom they call the Antichrist!
Timeline expansion:  Slide sequence 8-9 page 122 - Babylon the Great arises seeing Jesus as the Antichrist, bringing on the “great and terrible day of the LORD.”
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At the time of the end, the “image” of Dan.2:32-35 will begin to stand up all “together,” (further identified, Revelation chapters 17- 19) and characterized as a beast having ten horns and seven heads with a woman mounted as a rider on its back.   In Bible symbolism a woman as a symbol stands for a religious system and here riding this seven head ten horn beasts (called Babylon the Great).  This woman will deceive and control the ten horn, seven head “beast” (Kingdom of men), causing it to claim that the “great King” reigning in Jerusalem is THE ANTICHRIST.  This misunderstanding will bring on the “great and dreadful day of the LORD,” which is associated in Scripture with grapes and wine as opposed to grain with Armageddon.  The grape harvest comes upon “Babylon the Great,” in Joel 2:31 and Mal. 4:5 as the great dreadful/terrible day of the LORD.  Details of this the grape harvest is in Revelation 14:18-20; 16:17-21 and 19:15-21.  This harvest will involve God judging “Babylon the Great” and all nations, including those people who oppose His son.    
Revelation16:17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air (judgment worldwide); and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake (political up heave), such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.
The three parts of the city are thought to be three divisions of “great Babylon” which at that point in the future will have a controlling influence over the seven continents of the earth.  This broad control over continents is the reason that “Babylon the Great” is described as sitting upon seven mountains instead of seven hills upon which Rome famously was founded.
· Revelation17:9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains (3735 oros = mountains not hills), on which the woman sitteth.
· Revelation19:2 For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore (Babylon the Great, Rev.17:3-5), which did corrupt the earth with her fornication (unfaithful to God), and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.
· Revelation19:19-21 19 And I saw the beast (kingdom of men), and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him (Christ & saints) that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet (pope) that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark (666), of the beast (Kingdoms of men) and them that worshipped his image.  These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him (Jesus Christ) that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls (nations with Jesus Christ) were filled with their flesh (nations against Jesus, Rev.19:17-18). 
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Rev.13:1-10 describes a beast with features similar to the one described in Daniel 7:7 which represented the ancient Roman Empire; the similarity helps us to understand the type of beast that will arise after Armageddon.
Daniel 7:7  After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns (Plus in the future, Rev.17:3,9 it also has seven heads which in the future are no longer hills but mountains which type the seven continents, see page 130 section 2).  
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This beast will have power not only throughout the Roman world, but throughout the entire world, including the seven continents.  The judgment against this future “beast” (Kingdom of Men) and its rider (Papal “Great Babylon”) will be given by the “great King” in Jerusalem, who has given the beast opportunity to repent, which it has refused.  The Beast rejects Jesus, causing Jesus the king to “roar out of Zion” (Joel 3:16, Jesus having already made Zion his capital after Armageddon), bringing on the grape harvest.  This final judgment comes after the gospel has gone out to the world (Rev.14:6), who have been called upon to submit to the authority of Jesus, the “great King.”
Rev.14:6  And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
The need for the judgments of Joel 3:16 and Jer.25:30 come from the refusal of the nations to accept Jesus because they are convinced he is an imposter.  They are misled by a “strong delusion,” a part truth with deep roots connected to the serpent’s lie in Gen.3:4, the assertion the serpent made to Eve that “ye shall not surely die.”    Current trends in the thinking of popular religion regarding the prophecies that now we can see are being fulfilled in our time make it clear how the deception from the deep roots of this lie has led to a false narrative and why the nations will take “counsel” (Psa. 2:2; 83:3) against Jesus, thinking he is the Antichrist!  In the time of the Reformation with the invention of the printing press, the Bible began to be read by the common people, and people began to understand and connect the prophecies with the institutions that fit the symbols, which led to them to identify the Catholic Church as the “mother of harlots” in Rev.17:5.
To counter this unfavorable interpretation to the mother of harlots, Francisco Ribera (1537-1591), a Spanish Jesuit theologian, wrote a 500-page commentary on the Revelation that interpreted most of its chapters as applying to a yet future period of 3.5 literal years immediately prior to the second coming of Jesus.  This interpretation became known as the Futurist Eschatological View (Futurism).  It predicted that the Antichrist would rise up as a single individual who would rebuild the temple in Jerusalem, deny Jesus Christ, be received by the Jews and control the seven continents of the world.   
A Jesuit priest Emanuel (Manuel De Lacunza) Lacunza (1731-1801) was the most successful promoter of this future Antichrist theory.  He used the pseudonym Juan Josafat Ben-Ezra (pen name Ben-Ezra) to help convince Protestant preachers to read his book, “The Coming of the Messiah in Glory and Majesty.”  This book gave Protestant theologians a rationale to accept the interpretations of Futurism, and this Futurist movement has largely countered the previously held historical interpretation of the Revelation which identified the Catholic Church as the “mother harlot.”    
Many nations will be deceived by “Futurism” with its roots all the way back to serpent’s lie in Genesis “Ye shall not surely die.”  2Thes. 2:11 says God will send a “strong delusion” to believe a lie.  This false interpretation will cause the religious world to mistake Jesus as the Antichrist and to take “counsel” together (Psa.83:3; Psa.2:2) to oppose him.   Those opposed to Christ, whom they see as the Antichrist, will unite to confront him, which will lead to the grand finale when Jesus commands the nations to come to the “supper of the Great God,” bringing on the grape harvest judgment.  A part-truth is far more difficult to unravel than a total falsehood.  The commentary on Revelation by Francisco Ribera which is used to support Futurism has deceived not only the Catholic community but the Protestant churches as well.  Certainly there will be a “great King” reigning in Jerusalem, but that king will not be the Antichrist.  This false belief also will influence the Moslem community against Christ, causing Moslems to join forces with those in opposition to Christ to form part of the great image of Daniel 2, when the image stands altogether, united against the “great King” (Jesus, Psa.48:2) in Jerusalem.
· Psa.48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north (therefore after the earthquake in Zech.14:4-50), the city of the great King.
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It is startling to notice the similarities as well as the differences between Bible Truth and the belief in an Antichrist.  The delusion of Futurism is a part truth which initially does not seem so different from what is true.  
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Consider the comparison chart on the right side:  The items in the sequences which have major differences are numbers 4 and 5.  Number 8 is the same but isn’t!  The remaining numbers may not appear so different but are what most Christians believe today that the righteous will be transported to heaven.  This belief is called the “Rapture,” a doctrine that supposes that in the future, when the dead are resurrected, that then all the righteous will be transported to heaven.  The doctrine of Futurism then predicts that when all the righteous have been removed from the earth, that The Antichrist will then arise who will deceive the Jews and by allowing them to build their temple.
The word “antichrist” is only found in the epistles of John, namely: 1John 2:18,22; 4:3; and 2John 7.  1John2:18 defines the time frame as the “last time” and "even now,” which was at the end of the First Century when John was writing.  It however is 2John 7 that identifies those who are antichrist as those who “confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh”. 
· 1John2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that
antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.
· 2 John7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.
The statement from 2 John 7 that deceivers confess not “that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh” gives Trinitarian Christians great difficulty.  For example, they state: “the mystery of the Incarnation is the union of the Divine Nature and the Human Nature in one Person of the Word Made Flesh, Christ Jesus.  The mystery lies in the fact that the two Natures constitute one single Person, although they are not fused into one single Nature.”  This statement shows that Trinitarians believe Jesus had Divine Nature that somehow was fused to human fleshly nature.  Divine nature cannot die, and fleshly nature dies.  This is confusion and 

God is not the author of confusion (1Cor.14:33) nor does Scripture contradict Scripture.   Jesus is referred to as a man who is a mediator in 1 Tim. 2:5.  A mediator can’t be God here.  Jesus as a man was tempted as all men are Heb. 4:15, whereas James 1:13 shows God cannot be tempted.  How can Jesus be both natures?  They are incompatible.  Trinitarians claim this fusion of natures is a mystery.  In light of the teaching of John17:3 that it is “life eternal” to know the relation between God and Jesus, how can it be a mystery?  The mysterious amalgamation of two incompatible natures into one person contradicts the spirit of 1Cor.14:33 that God is not the author of confusion.  Further in John 17:3 is the question, if knowing the relationship between God and Jesus is life eternal how come the Trinity wasn’t defined or taught by Jesus or anyone in the first century?     
The Rapture is also a false interpretation of scripture that is a common belief in most of the Christian churches today, and this belief will cause modern Christianity to tragically reject the true Messiah Jesus Christ when he returns.  They will believe in a “strong delusion” and unwittingly fulfill 2Thess.2:11, which will cause them to oppose Christ, and hence, sadly, be rejected by him.

Watch for subtle differences in interpretations.  Points #1&8 on both sides of the previous comparison chart (page 134) look the same but are not.  The “Rapture” interpretation of 1Thess.4:16-17 assumes Christ returns only to the atmosphere and then takes those resurrected to heaven, which is beyond what the Bible says.  The Bible actually says those alive righteous “shall be caught up … to meet” the returned “Lord” (Jesus) in the air” upon his return from heaven.  It does not say they then go to heaven.  There is no text that says believers, dead or alive, go to heaven when Jesus returns, or at any other time.

· 1Thes.4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God:  and the dead in Christ shall arise first:  17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in clouds, to meet Lord in the air:  and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
John 3:13  And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven (At the time John was inspired to write this gospel). 
Also, the epistles of John say nothing about a future Antichrist or whether a future Antichrist may arise or anything like that described in the following Chick Publication.   The word Antichrist is only found in 1John 2:18,22; 1John 4:3; 2John 7. 
To compare what is Bible Truth with what popular Christianity believes we will use some illustrations from a Chick Publication.  These sketches come in the form of little booklets which have been distributed widely, available in over 100 languages.  These publications have been very popular among the Protestant community, with over 900 million copies sold.  The following illustrations come from a booklet dealing with the topic of the Rapture and the future Antichrist.  They however have been modified usually with Bible verses showing where differences are. 
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1Thes.4:16 speaks of what happens when Jesus descends from heaven at his return as a “thief”, when those alive meet him in the air.  They then will remain with Jesus, who is in the process of returning to the earth in the same way as he went to heaven, as the angels explained to his disciples at his ascension (Acts 1:11).  All will accompany Jesus to the earth.  There is no indication that anyone goes to heaven.  
Notice in the comparison chart on page 134 point #3 on the left refers to the battle of Armageddon, as does #7 on the right.  The timing of Armageddon is critical, which is the reason for the different positions on the chart.  Certainly “Gog” (leader of the Russian confederacy) will invade Israel, and the battle of Armageddon will follow, causing the army of Russia to be defeated, its army destroyed upon the mountains of Israel, and the bodies of the soldiers becoming prey to the vultures.
The key difference between the two sides of the chart (page 134) is that the next event after Armageddon is NOT the rise of the Antichrist, as the popular theory of Futurism supposes.  After the burying of “Gog” (Eze.39:12-16,17) the gospel is preached to the world, (Rev.14:6; Rev.10:11) 
and only after (ten years +30yrs. Rev.17:12 “hour”) there is the call to the nations to the “supper of the great God” (Eze.39:17-20; Rev.19:17).  
The following Chick illustration shows the outcome of God’s intervention against the Goggian confederacy led by Russia.
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After Armageddon many nations will refuse to accept the rule of Jesus Christ thinking that the Antichrist is reigning in Jerusalem rather than the real Christ.  They will refuse to comply with his directives.  Their defiance will lead to the “great and terrible day of the Lord” (Joel 2:31; Mal.4:5; Rev.16:17-21).  The judgments of that “dreadful day” are made necessary because of the resistance of those nations to the rule of Christ, arising mainly from that “strong delusion” (2Thes.2:11) which causes their “kings” to be deceived, mistakenly assuming Jesus is the Antichrist (Psa.48:4-5).
· For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 5 They saw it (the temple in Ezekiel chapters 40-44), and so they marveled; they were troubled, and hasted away. 
Armageddon is the outcome of Ezekiel 38, when, as seen in v.22, God destroys “Gog” in a battle also detailed in Joel 2:1-10, 20 and Zech.14:1-8.  “Great Babylon” arises after Armageddon and after the gospel is preached to the nations, as described in Rev. 14:6.  The “kings of the earth” (Psa.2:2) will be deceived by the “mother harlot” (Rev.17:5) and oppose Jesus who is the “great King” (Psa.48:2) in Jerusalem.
· Revelation14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach … 
· Psalm2:2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, …
· Psalm48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. 
The confusion continues because the belief that Satan is a fallen angel, a false doctrine many Christians accept, is incorporated into the false narrative.  The one responsible for Russia’s defeat is not the “incarnation of Satan,” for Eze. 38:22 clearly shows it will be God, who uses the natural elements of rain, hailstones and a volcanic eruption to defeat Russia.

Eze.38:21 And I will call for a sword against him through out all my mountains, saith the Lord GOD: every man's sword shall be against his brother. 22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 23 Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD.
The following Chick Publication illustration shows an incorrect understanding of Ezekiel chapter 38 because it says in their next drawing the Antichrist destroys “Gog” and the Russian confederacy whereas Scripture shows clearly that it is God that defeats Gog (Eze.38:21-22). 
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Ezekiel 38:22 was added for the “I” is clearly God using “hailstones”.  Also notice the quote on the bottom of the above Chick illustration comes from Rev. 13:4, which is not a prophecy about any battle against Russia. The ten horn beast in Daniel and the Revelation demands worship and makes war with the saints, but does not destroy Russia.  
The Chick publication illustration builds on the false doctrine that there is a fallen angel called Satan who will deceive Israel, posing as their savior.  This misconception forms part of the “strong delusion” (2Thes.2:11) by which many nations will be deceived, believing a lie, namely that the king reigning in Jerusalem is the future Antichrist who will arise.  A misunderstanding of Genesis, where the serpent in the Garden of Eden is seen as the embodiment of Satan, led to the assumption that Satan in the future will be The Antichrist.  This belief supposes that Satan is a fallen angel who opposes God, a belief that diminishes the authority of God by assuming that God is not omniscient and omnipotent.  The word “satan” in the Bible has a meaning in Hebrew, that of an adversary (good or bad depending on the context).  The adversary can be a person, or, in one case is God Himself acting as an adversary to King David, as can be seen by comparing 2Sam. 24:1 with 1Chr. 21:1
· 2 Samuel24:1 And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah.
· 1 Chronicles21:1  And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel.
The name “Satan” was applied to the apostle Peter by Jesus when Peter became an adversary to Jesus in Mt. 16:23.
Matthew16:23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.
Part of the difficulty sorting out that the meaning of the term “satan” comes from Rev. 12:9; 20:1-2 where Satan is personified as a symbol of those that oppose God, particularly political powers which promote the worship of false gods.  Revelation is a book of sign and symbol (see Rev.1:1 “signified”).  The “dragon” in Rev. 12:9 represents a political power (empire), just as the “beasts” in Daniel 7 and 8 represent empires.  The symbols of the beasts in Daniel’s prophecies, which represent empires, are used in the book of Revelation to describe these empires at a later date.  Once this connection is made, the interpretation that there is a fallen angel, a single being called Satan, has no support.
· Revelation12:9 And the great dragon (Eastern pagan Roman empire under emperor Licinius) was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil (false accuser), and Satan (adversary), which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  (Licinius and the eastern pagan empire was replaced by Constantine)
· Revelation 20:1-2 (context millennium) And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on the dragon (political governmental power), that old serpent (deceptive power), which is the Devil (false accuser), and Satan (adversary), and bound him a thousand years,
The dragon, serpent, Devil, and Satan are personifications of the political and human desire to resist God.  When these are bound for a thousand years, it means there will be no open resistance to the righteous rule of Christ for a thousand years after he is established as king.  At the end of the Millennium (Rev.20:7,8), the human desire to resist authority will be unbound and allowed to rise and oppose Jesus.  An organized attack against the government of Christ will be led by Gog and Magog.  When those opposing Christ are destroyed, the spirit of resistance will not rise again.
Important now to see, the “strong delusion” in 2Thes.2:11 also will easily be sold to non-Christian Moslem leaders, (in symbol the fingers of the image in Daniel 2) for they also believe in a future Antichrist.  The general view of Muslims is … “the Mahdi will arise and lead an army against Israel and capture Jerusalem.  At this point the Antichrist will arise and lead an army against the Mahdi and when the Mahdi is on the point of defeat, Jesus will return to bring the day of judgment …”   “In Muslim eschatology the Mahdi is a Messianic figure who, it is believed, will appear on Earth before the Day of Judgment, and will rid the world of wrongdoing, injustice and tyranny.” (Wikipedia, Sept. 2020)
“There is no explicit reference to the Mahdi in the Qu'ran, but references to him are found in hadith (the reports and traditions of Muhammad's teachings collected after his death) According to Islamic tradition, the Mahdi's tenure will coincide with the Second Coming of Jesus Christ the Isa {‘Isa’ is Jesus}, who is to assist the Mahdi against the Masih ad-Dajjal (literally, the false Messiah or Antichrist).  Differences exist in the concept of the Mahdi between Sunni Muslims and adherents of the Shia tradition. For Sunnis, the Mahdi is Muhammad's successor who is yet to come. For most Shia Muslims, the Mahdi was born but disappeared and will remain hidden from humanity until he reappears to bring justice to the world, a doctrine known as the Occultation.  For Twelve Shia, this ‘hidden Imam’ is Muhammad al-Mahdi, the Twelfth Imam.” (Signs of Imam Mahdi Arrival)
From the Bible (the “image” in Daniel 2) it is interpreted there will be two sets of ten “kings” (the Christian ten toes and Moslem ten fingers) who will together come to Jerusalem and “marvel” at the mile-square size of the temple surrounding an elevated Mt. Zion, but because of their belief in an Antichrist, they will see this temple as the work of a fallen angel they call Satan.  The prosperity of Israel also will be attributed to the work of the future Antichrist, a prosperity they will believe has been foretold. 
Psalm 48 is future when Mt. Zion is elevated and has a north side and when Jesus is “King” over Israel and the temple described in Ezekiel chapters 40-44 is built.


· Psalm 2:2 The kings (ten Christian kings – toes of the image and ten Moslem kings – fingers of the image,  Daniel chapter 2) of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed (Jesus), saying …
·  Psalm 83:3 They (ten Moslem kings – fingers of the image, Daniel chapter 2) have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones (“saints” in LXX translation).

The above illustration from the Chick publication suggests Daniel 8:25 describe the Antichrist ruling in Jerusalem, planning to reconstruct Solomon’s temple on the site of the Mosque of Omar.  However, the context from the previous verse, Daniel 8:24, shows the power being discussed shall destroy the “holy people” when, according to the Rapture theory, the “Holy People” have been raptured to heaven.
· Daniel 8:24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practice, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people.
· Daniel 8:25 And through his (Papal) policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes (Jesus and saints); but he shall be broken without hand.
Imposed on this Chick Publication illustration is Daniel 8:24 because Daniel 8:25 was partially referenced at the top of this illustration, but according to the Rapture theory, the “holy people” have been raptured away and are in heaven.  Further the Chick slide says: “They can reconstruct Solomon’s temple on that site!”  The temple to be built is not Solomon’s temple but the temple described in Ezekiel 40 - 44 when Mount Zion is elevated and the Temple surrounds it, Psalm 48:12-13.

· Psalm48:12  Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. 13 Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.
The Rapture Antichrist theory has the temple being built and the Antichrist ruling in Jerusalem.  They feel that Israel is deceived and that Solomon’s temple is reconstructed on the site of the Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqua Mosque then “sudden destruction” on Israel.
· 1Thes.5:3 “For when they shall say, peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them as travail on a women with child ...”
The context of 1 Thes.5:2-4 however shows this peace and safety cry is made leading up to Jesus’ return as a “thief.”  This is a sign that precedes Jesus’ return as a thief and likened to birth pangs and NOT as the Chick publication depicts having power and authority.    

· 1 Thessalonians5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.  
The seventy-week prophecy (pages 19-26) is also used to support the false narrative that the Jews wake up and say, “we’ve been betrayed!”  They think that the Jews will face an image of Satan upon the temple mount.


Notice also the quote on the bottom of the illustration.  The context of Daniel 12:11 does not support the interpretation of this Chick drawing, for the next verse Daniel 12:12 speaks of an additional time period, and the length of the period is not 1290 days but 1335 days.  (See section “E” #5 under “7 prophecies of Jesus’ coming” pp. 284-290 for the interpretation of Daniel 12:11,12.  Refer to section “A” pages 19-26 for the 70 weeks prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27)
· Daniel 12:11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 12 Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.
The following Chick publication illustration quotes Rev. 9:3,10 & 16:9.
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Futurism interprets the “Seals”, “Trumpets” and “Vials” as God’s future judgments which involve the Antichrist.  Futurism however goes beyond what the Scripture says, for the word “antichrist” is only found in the epistles of John where there is no support for a future Antichrist being the incarnation of a fallen angel called Satan.  For example, 1John 2:18 says “that even now” (time of John’s day) “there are many antichrists”.  
One further Chick Publication sketch:  
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What the Bible shows is a woman (“super apostate church”) who rides and (Rev.17:3) controls the beast (Kingdom of men) using a “strong delusion” (2Thes.2:11).  Further, Rev.18:10,21 shows the city of this “super church” is destroyed, but the “beast” and “false prophet” (Pope, Rev.19:19) continue and are destroyed together in Rev.19:19-21.
· 2 Thessalonians2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:
· Revelation17:3-5 3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT (includes the city Rome, the kingdom of men, as the ten horn seven head beast and the false prophet, the Pope). THE MOTHER (church) OF HARLOTS (daughter churches) AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
· Rev.18:10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city (Rome destroyed) Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour (30 years, day for year principle) is thy judgment come.
· Rev.18:21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon (Rome) be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.
After “the great city” (Rome) is destroyed in Revelation 18, later in chapter 19 the “beast” (kingdom of men) and “false prophet” (Pope) are destroyed.  Using the day for a year principle, the time period works out to 30 years.  At the end of the thirty years, the beast and false prophet will also be destroyed, (Rev.19:19-21).
Revelation19:19 And I saw the beast (kingdom of men), and the kings of the earth (fingers & toes of the image in Daniel 2), and their armies, gathered together to make war against him (Jesus Christ) that sat on the horse (symbol of power), and against his army (made up of both mortals and saints). 20 And the beast (kingdoms of men) was taken, and with him the false prophet (pope) that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast (666 -- kingdom of men), and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him (Jesus) that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls (nations with Christ) were filled with their flesh.          
Babylon the Great identified
Babylon the Great is not just the city of Babylon or even the Babylonian empire, but greater, for it will control the entire image in Daniel 2 when it stands “together” and extends its power throughout the seven continents of the world.   This image must stand altogether at some point in the future because it will fall altogether.
· Daniel2:35 Then was the broken to pieces iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold together (requires standing all together), and became like the chaff (Mt.21:44) of the summer threshingfloors; … and the stone (Jesus Christ Lk.20:17-18) that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 
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This image is a multifaceted symbol, spanning centuries of time, a picture of a thousand words that not only foretells events that now are history in our time but events future to the present.  Seen are four great empires, all related to Israel and in historical sequence, beginning with Babylon.  These empires followed in order, to the present-day mixture of strong and weak nations symbolized by the hands and feet.  In the future this image will stand all “together.” 
The books of Daniel and Revelation both help to identify the meaning of the image, but it is Revelation 17 that solidifies the identification of “Babylon the Great” so clearly that there can be no mistake.   The identification is by symbol, geography, position and history, leaving little doubt who will control “Babylon the Great,” namely that it is the Roman Catholic Church which rides this ten-horn seven-headed beast.
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The history in Rev.17:16 is fulfilled history, which helps to verify her identity.  In addition, a woman in Bible symbolism represents a religious system (church, Eph.5:32).  If the woman is faithful (Eph.5:31,32; 2Cor.11:1,2), she is described as a “virgin,” and if she is not, she is described as an “harlot”, as in Rev.17:5.
Paul explained to the Ephesians that marriage is a type of the union of Christ with those who believe in him, called the church (ecclesia).  Faithfulness to belief in Christ is compared to a bride faithful to her husband.
· Ephesians 5:31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 
· 2 Cor.11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.
· Revelation 17:5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
Rev.17:5 shows in symbol the woman riding the beast is also the “mother of harlots.”  The harlots (daughters) are like the mother church, having been corrupted by the mother’s false doctrine.
Another feature of this image that comes together is the man of sin in 2Thessalonians chapter 2.  This man is the leader of the church the woman represents.  The woman (the Catholic [universal] Church) is able to ride the beast (image Dan.2 when it stands altogether) and deceive it (beast = militant part) with a “strong delusion” that Jesus who is reigning in Jerusalem is the Antichrist.
· 2 Thessalonians2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin (Pope) be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.
As seen on the left side of the comparison timeline (Page 134), the true side, this judgment on Babylon the Great follows the judgment at Armageddon upon the Goggian confederacy.   After Armageddon, the gospel goes out to the world using the power of the Holy Spirit for a period thought to be about ten years before the “hour” (30 years) of judgment begins upon Babylon the Great.  This gospel proclamation will give an opportunity for the world to either accept the “great king” (Psa.48:2) reigning from Jerusalem or reject him, which will bring on the “great and terrible day of the LORD” in Joel 2:31; Mal.4:5.
· Joel2:31 The sun (political militant power) shall be turned into darkness, and the moon (Church) into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.
On the natural level, the grain harvest is several months before the grape harvest, so Armageddon will be several years before the “hour” (30 years) of judgment which begins on its “great city” as a sign to all.
· Revelation 18:19 And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city (Rome), wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour (30 years) is she made desolate.
The grape harvest is the “great and dreadful day of the LORD.”   
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The grape harvest judgment will be even more extensive than Armageddon and will involve all seven continents of the world.  The use of the term seven mountains in Rev.17:18 as compared to hills indicate a larger geographical meaning.  (See Isaiah 26:20- 27:2 and Jer.25:30-33)
· Isaiah 26:20-27:2 Come, my people (saints), enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. 21 For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 27:1 In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea. 2 In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine (grape harvest).
· Jeremiah 25:30-33 … The LORD shall roar (Joel 3:16) from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation; he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes (grape harvest 7th vial), against all the inhabitants of the earth.
· Joel 3:16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion (when Jesus is king there), and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens (ruling powers) and the earth (people) shall shake: …
By the use of humanism (the thinking of flesh) and the “strong delusion” (2Thes.2:11), “Babylon the Great” will cause many nations to believe that Jesus, who is the “great king” reigning in Jerusalem, is actually the Antichrist.  This misidentification will cause the 7th vial to be poured out on Great Babylon, with the result, as seen in Revelation 18, the city is destroyed first as a sign, and later in Revelation 19;20 the “beast” (kingdom of men) and “false prophet” (pope) are destroyed.    

Timeline Expansion:  Sequence 10 The Millennial Kingdom of God 
Following the destruction of Babylon the Great, the Millennial Kingdom of God will come upon the earth.  We pray for this kingdom to come in the Lord’s Prayer.  At the end of 1000 years this Millennial Kingdom also will face rebellion, for human nature, which still exists in the mortal population, will be allowed to resist the authority of Jesus and the saints.   The authority of Jesus and the saints will be relaxed, allowing outright rebellion against the millennial world government of Jesus and his saints (Rev.20:7-10). 
Revelation 20:7 And when the thousand years are expired (at the end of the Millennial Kingdom), Satan (human nature personified) shall be loosed out of his prison (held in check by the saints), 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog (parallel event to Armageddon 1000 years previous) , to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea …  
The dragon (“Gog and Magog”) at the end of the thousand-year reign of Jesus will no longer be held in check (Rev.20:7) but be released and millennium when the mortal population will be judged, and either oppose Jesus the “great King.”  This revolt is at the end of the destroyed, or made immortal and no longer subject to human nature.   Opposition will never again arise (Rev. 20:9-10) because after the millennium all surviving people will have been made immortal and not subject to human nature, (Rev.21:4) the source of opposition.
1Cor.15:24-28;54-57 and Rev.21:1-8 speak of a time beyond the Millennium.  
· 1 Corinthians 15:24-28 24 Then cometh the end (of Millennial Age), when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 
25 For he (Jesus the “great King”) must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 

26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 
27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted (Jesus already immortal), which did put all things under him. 
28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him (God) that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.
· 1 Corinthians 15:54-57 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption (no longer corrupting), and this mortal shall have put on immortality (no longer can die), then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 


55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
· Revelation 21:1-8 1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth (New Age beyond the Millennial Age): for the first (former millennial) heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea (mortals, Isa.57:20). 

2 And I John saw the holy city (inhabited from above Rev.21:1), new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 
5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 
6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 
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Armageddon is the Grain Harvest


The Judgments of Armageddon are not to be combined or confused with the grape harvest of the 7th vial to be poured out later on Babylon the Great in Rev.16:17.   There are two separate judgment harvests found in Revelation 14:14-20 which correspond to the 6th and 7th vials.  





Revelation 14:14-16 is the harvest of sheaves (Armageddon, meaning “heap of sheaves in the valley of Judgment”) and Revelation 14:17-20 is the “grape” harvest judgment upon “Great Babylon.”





In the natural world these two harvests are in different months.  The two judgments are to be understood as happening at different times, the grape harvest following the grain harvest with a time gap between them.  Using the “day for a year principle” to estimate the time period between these two harvests, there will be several years during which the everlasting gospel (Rev.14:6) will be preached to the world using the power of the spirit gifts, and Jesus will reign in Jerusalem and extend his authority worldwide.  This preaching effort will occur between the two judgments, after Armageddon but before the “grape” harvest judgment of Rev.14:18;16:17 on Babylon the Great. 





Rev. 14:6 “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,”


Rev. 16:17-19 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; … and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.”





Eze,38:22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 








1 Thessalonians5:2  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.





The context of Revelation 9:3 and 16:9 are not future but have already happened.  (See section “D” pages 156  for the “Trumpet” and “Vial” judgments, pages 184-200.           








Revelation17:3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 


Revelation18:10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come.  














