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Section D Bible Prophecy:   BUILDING FAITH and TRAINING FOR THE FUTURE 
Matthew 13 contains a series of parables that are not in a random order.  The eight parables of Jesus as found in Matthew 13, such as the Parable of the Sower, the Tares, the Pearl of Great Price and others, are familiar to us for their intrinsic meanings, but also, their order in the chapter forms a historical progression.  The sequence is prophetic, a timeline that is so impressive in its historical accuracy of events subsequent to the time of Christ’s ministry that it reinforces BUILDING FAITH  and trust in the miracle of the inspired scriptures and TRAINING FOR THE FUTURE.  
Matthew 13 begins with the Parable of the Sower, which can be seen as representing the promulgation of the gospel in the first century.  The preaching efforts of the first century produced a rapid growth of Christianity within which false doctrines arose, as seen in the Parable of the Tares.  The parables following continue the historical pattern, representing the Dark Ages (leaven), the Reformation (hid treasure), the Judgment (drag net) and the Millennial Kingdom (householder). 
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Uncovering a deeper understanding of the progression revealed in Matthew 13 requires looking first at why Jesus spoke in parables, second proving that the phrase “Kingdom of Heaven” can refer to aspects of the kingdom and is not limited to its full establishment in a future age, and third, investigating the “mystery” in verse 11 and what was kept secret in verse 35 “from the foundation of the world.”
Matthew and Isaiah tell WHY Jesus spoke in parables.

Matthew 13:10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.
Why obscure the meaning of a message from God?  The prophet Isaiah explains.  There are some who will not open their minds to accept the Truth, so the Truth is withheld from them.  The application of these words is not limited to the time of Isaiah, or the first century when Jesus quotes Isaiah’s words, but has significance to all ages.  In our age, while some do not want to accept any religion or investigate what the Bible actually says, there are many who refuse to consider that mainstream Christianity has been corrupted by false doctrines causing Scripture to not compute.  Added to all this many more are caught up in the things of this world.  The prophet Isaiah puts it this way.

Isaiah 6:9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.  10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed
Notice in Matthew 13:11 that Jesus says the message involves “mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.”  Both the word “mysteries” and “kingdom of heaven” are significant.

The word “mystery” in the Bible conveys the notion of something hidden which requires investigation.  Mysteries are secrets to be 
discovered.  Hearing ears, seeing eyes and an open mind are required to 
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unlock mysteries, that is, a mind that has not been closed due to 
preconceptions.  One mystery hidden to the children of Israel living under the Law of Moses is the call to the Gentiles.  The Gentiles were despised by the Jews, who referred to them as “dogs.”  The “Parable of the Sower” indicates that, beginning in the first century, the call of the gospel extends to all men (all types of soil).  
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Further developments arising from this initial spread of the gospel message are tracked by means of the other parables, with the “Parable of the Householder,” the last of the eight parables in Matthew 13, representing the Millennial Age.
Two questions arise:  What is the difference between the phrases “Kingdom of Heaven” and “Kingdom of God,” and what does each represent?
The phrases “Kingdom of Heaven” and “Kingdom of God” are synonymous.  Matthew predominantly uses “Kingdom of Heaven” while Mark and Luke in parallel passages use “Kingdom of God.”  Both phrases are interchangeable; for example, compare Matt.13:31 with Mark 4:30-31: 
· Matthew 13:31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field:
· Mark 4:30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth:
Matthew often prefers to use the phrase “Kingdom of Heaven, perhaps because of his emphasis on the kingly attributes of “the lion of the tribe of Judah.”  Compare the genealogies of Jesus, one in Matthew, and the other in Luke.  In Matthew, the connection to King David is emphasized, while in Luke, David is included without further comment.
· Matthew 1:1,6  The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  6And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias;
· Luke 3:23, 31  And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli, ….31Which was the son of Melea, which was the son of Menan, which was the son of Matatha, which was the son of Nathan, which was the son of David, 32Which was the son of Jesse, …
In answer to the second question, the “Kingdom of Heaven” can refer to components of the coming Kingdom as well as the future Millennial Kingdom when it is established in its entirety.  For example, Matthew says that in the days of John the Baptist, the kingdom of heaven “suffereth violence and the violent take it by force” (Mt.11:12).  What is this violence against the Kingdom of Heaven?  The governmental and religious authorities at that time were hostile towards those proclaiming the gospel message of the kingdom and persecuted them.  For instance, John the Baptist, whom Jesus characterized as “least in the kingdom of heaven,” was put in prison and then executed, his head delivered on a platter at the request of Herod’s wife, Mt.14:11.  Jesus, the future king, was crucified by Roman authorities at the instigation of Jewish religious leaders, and many of his followers suffered violent ends to their lives.  
Another example is in Luke 17:21 when Jesus says, “The Kingdom of God is within you;” which is better translated “among you.”  Jesus is referring to the message of the gospel of the kingdom that the people were hearing and also the fact that the future king, Jesus himself, is present in their midst.  These elements of the kingdom were present at that time.  
The “mystery” (that hidden, Mt.13:10-11) behind these eight parables is that their sequence forms a historical timeline, and the specific details of each parable fit the particular historical age they represent, in correct order from the first century through into the Millennium.   
· (Mat 13:10)  And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables?
· (Mat 13:11)  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.
It is faith building for us when we understand how the prophetic sequence in these parables fits the events future to that time so closely.
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The first parable of the eight is the “Parable of the Sower,” which is thought to be the most well-known of Jesus’ parables.   Jesus interprets this parable, helping his disciples (and us) learn how to interpret his parables.  Jesus also brings out lessons for everyone in his interpretation of the parable.  Exhortation is a very important part of Jesus’ parables
THE SOWER – Gospel message in the 1st century Matt. 13:4-8 
The Parable of the Sower describes a scene that would be very familiar to those listening.  The strange part is that the sower scatters his seed not only on the prepared soil, but on the pathways and patches of stones and weeds where it is unlikely that the seed will be productive.  Farmers would conclude that the sower was foolishly wasting some of his seed, which suggests there is a hidden meaning to the story.
Jesus preached to all types of people, just as the sower scattered his seed on all types of soil.  The different soils received the seed in varying degrees, just as human hearts may or may not be open to the gospel message.  In our age, when the Bible is available to all to read without restriction, we do well to take the lesson to heart and consider how we are treating the precious seed of the gospel we have been privileged to receive.  We need to ask ourselves, “What type of soil are we?”
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This parable takes its place at the start of the historical timeline when Jesus began his ministry and preached the gospel to all who would listen.  Crowds followed him, but not all of those listening were open to his message.
[image: image31.png]s

PARABLE OF LEAVEN AND MEAL = CHURCH BECOMES
COMPLETELY CORRUPTED WITH FALSE DOCTRINE.

PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED = FAST PARABLE OF HiD TREASURE = GOD’S WORD

| GROWTH OF THE CHURCH WHICH BENDS | REDISCOVERED WITH THE PRINTING PRESS

TO INCLUDE BIRDS LIKE CONSTANTINE..

PARABLE OF WHEAT AND
TARES = wicked, v.38.

5 o, e JUDGEMENT

PARABLE OF THE . 1 PARABLE OF HOUSEHOLDER =
SOWER - Jesus 5
is the sower, v.37




WHEAT AND TARES – The end of the 1st Century when there are false teachers sowing false doctrine.  Matt. 13:24-30  
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Among the true believers are some who have been corrupted and believe a lie.  These won’t be sorted out until the kingdom comes.  
MUSTARD SEED – The rapid grow of the Christian church (The 2nd through the 4th century) Matthew 13:31-31.
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Under the influence of Constantine, most believers were willing to accommodate the preferences of Constantine regarding doctrine because now he protected them from persecution.  As a result, Christianity bends to accommodate false doctrines, and the determination of what constitutes essential beliefs, such as the nature of Christ and God, is mandated.  (c/p Jn.17:3 with Athanasian, Nicene Creeds)  The outcome was the next parable.
LEAVEN AND MEAL – The time of the Dark Ages when Truth was hidden and Christianity was corrupted, Matt.13:33. 
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The official Christian Church, symbolized by a woman, was completely corrupted with false doctrine during what is called the Dark Ages.
[image: image33.png]e drd mystery

Mat.13:31 Another parable put he
forth unto them, saying, The
kingdom of heavenisliketoa
grain of mustard/seed) which a
man took, and sowed in his field:

et g ¢ 5
Mat.13:32Which indeed
is the least of all seeds:
but wheniit is grown, it
isithe greatest among
herbs, and/becometh a
tree, so that the birds of

Exhortation is that the ecclesia the airicome and lodge
isn‘t to be political. in the branches thereof.




HID TREASURE – The time of the Reformation, Matt. 13.44.  
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The Truth of the gospel was rediscovered because of the efforts of men like William Tyndale who translated the scriptures so that ordinary people could read the Bible for themselves in their own language.  The printing press made copies of the scriptures more freely available.
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – How the gospel Truth was valued, and the sacrifices men were required to make to understand and believe the Truth, Matt.13.44.
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Where is the pearl found?  In the dark depths of the sea; the sea in Scripture is a symbol of humanity, (Isa.57:20).
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7th PARABLE the DRAGNET – The judgment when Jesus returns and separates the good from the evil, Matt. 13:47-50.  
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Just as a fisherman’s net drags a catch of various fish that then are separated, so at the judgment upon Jesus’ returns, he will immediately raise the responsible dead and gather those that are alive and remain all together to be judged.  The good fish represent the righteous who will be invited into the Kingdom, while the bad fish represent the wicked.
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Matthew 7:13-14 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is 
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat:  14 Because strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it.
The lesson for us is to choose the way of righteousness.  There are two gates and two roads.   The narrow pathway leads to life and the broad way to death.  Unfortunately, many take the wrong road leading to death.  To take the narrow road requires finding it and understanding where it leads and choosing it and following it.   
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THE HOUSEHOLDER – The joys of the millennial age when Christ has established his righteous rule, Matt.13:52. 
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The last parable, the parable of the “householder” (Mt.13:52) represents the Millennial Age when Jesus is king over the whole earth and all mankind is living in peace, each person enjoying life under his own vine and fig tree,  The having treasures new and old applies to the householders the saints.   The “things new (being immortal) and old” (understanding gained from mortal existence)” will be used by the saints in teaching the mortals and serving their Lord in the Kingdom during 
the Millennium.  
OTHER HISTORICAL TIMELINES
There are many prophetical timelines of future events found in the Bible in addition to the sequence of parables of Matthew 13.  The most complete and well-known are found in the book of Daniel and in the last book of the Bible, the book of Revelation.
The events prophesied in Revelation are given in far more detail than we see in Matt. 13.  In the book of Revelation, history is foretold using a succession of signs, starting with the seven Seals (includes Horsemen), then seven Trumpets, followed by seven Vials and seven Thunders.   The first Seal begins in AD 96 and the progression ends with the 7th Thunder just before the Millennial Kingdom in the Lord’s Prayer in Mt.6:10.   
The details provided in the book of Revelation overwhelmingly confirm the authority of the Bible as God-inspired because the signs show such a clear connection with historical events.  A major difficulty to making the connections is that nowadays most people are generally ignorant of the relevant history.  There are various reasons, including perhaps a lack of interest in the study of history in our schools.  Most people do not recognize the historical events that the prophecies foretell because they don’t know about them.
Those who had some access to the Bible and were living at the time of the events were able to make connections between the prophecies of Revelation and what they were experiencing.  In our age, to be able to see the many connections between each Seal, Trumpet, Vial and Thunder and actual historical events, we need a good knowledge of Christian history beginning from AD 96, and also Islamic history.  Connecting events to these prophecies is the work of this next section. 
Why Christian history?  God in our age has put a vale over the nation of Israel and opened the gospel path of salvation to the Church.    
A useful model that helps to understand the structure of the Revelation is a comparison to a telescope.  The progression of the signs, that is, the Seals, Trumpets, Vials and Thunders is like an expanding telescope, each section in historical order, where the sections follow each other in time.  The 7th portion however of each section, such as the 7th Seal, 7th Trumpet, 7th Vial and 7th Thunder portrays vision at the end just before the Millennial Kingdom when all will be fulfilled. (Rev. 8:1 “silence in heaven”, Rev. 11:15 “kingdoms of our Lord”, Rev. 16:17 “It is done”, Rev.19:20-21 “beast & false prophet” destroyed).  Seven is the number of completeness, so it is fitting that the last Seal, Trumpet, Vial or Thunder completes our dark Gentile Age, after which the Kingdom Age will be established on earth.  This vision of the final outcome gives promise for people who find themselves living in a particularly troublesome section of the telescope, inspiring them to look ahead when all their trials will be replaced by the kingdom of God, an outcome for which we pray.  “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 

Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
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Seven Seals – 96 AD through to the Millennial Kingdom  
THE FIRST SEAL – Revelation 6:1-2 (96 AD – 180 AD)
The first six seals cover the time period of the Roman Empire from 96 AD through 324 AD, which is when the Emperor Constantine changed the state religion from Paganism to Christendom.   
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The first Seal began in 96 AD when the Roman Empire was relatively peaceful, as symbolized by the colour of the “white horse” in Rev.6:2.
· White is associated with righteousness, Rev. 19:8 “linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”  The time period is a time of peace and prosperity, in contrast to the next Seal when peace is taken from the earth.  (Rev.6:4 “take  peace”)  
· The horse (unclean animal) signifies strength and can represent a nation (Zechariah 10:3) “the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle.”  Here in the Seals the horse represents the Roman Empire.  After the assassination of Domitian, when the rule of the “Five Good Emperors” (as commonly described, also called the Antonines) begins, starting with the milder rule of Nerva and ending with Marcus Aurelius in the year 180 AD.  
· As a horse’s rider controls the horse, so the one sitting on the Roman horse is the emperor who during this period manages the empire, causing the empire to expand peacefully.   The rider holds a bow but no arrows, indicating little bloodshed.
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Revelation 6:1 And I saw when the Lamb (Jesus) opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, (Domitian assassinated) one of the four beasts (living creatures, Rev.4:6) saying, Come and see. 2 And I saw, and behold a white (peace) horse (Roman Empire): and he (Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian & two other Antonines) that sat on him had a bow; (no arrows, implying conquering without bloodshed) and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.
THE SECOND SEAL – Revelation 6:3-4 (180 AD – 211 AD)
After the first seal, the second seal began in AD 180 with the close of the reign of the Antonines and the accession of Commodus.  When the Senate tried to murder the Emperor Commodus, he somehow escaped and attempted to destroy the Senate.  Assassination, bloodshed and civil strife were rampant, taking peace from the Roman earth.  After Commodus was killed, the next two emperors were swiftly killed.  Then came the emperor Septimus Severus who was a slight improvement, but the entire time period was characterized by violence, symbolized by the short assassin’s sword used by the Praetorian Guard.
Revelation 6:4 And there went out another horse (Roman Empire) that was red (bloodshed): and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword (“machaira” dagger specifically worn by Praetorian Guard).   
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THE THIRD SEAL – Revelation 6:5-6 (211 AD – 235 AD) 

The third seal is a time of great economic distress as well as bloodshed, with a violent turnover of Emperors.  The emperors are Geta (211-212 murdered), Caracalla (212-217 assassinated), Macrinus (217 murdered), Egalabalus (217-222 assassinated), and Alexander Severus (222-235 murdered).  Caracalla imposed extreme taxation, causing farmers to stop growing crops because it was unprofitable.  Many were killed who opposed the emperor, and food was scarce and expensive.  Fortunately, Alexander Severus did bring back some balance by relieving the taxes.  (“hurt not the oil and the wine”)
Revelation 6:5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black (famine) horse (Roman Empire); and he (the emperor) that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand (scarcity). 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.
When bread is eaten by weight, it is a sign of scarcity and famine.  The blackness of the horse shows distress, and blackness often refers to the effect of famine, (Lam. 4:8).  The scarcity came from the heavy taxation needed to support the reckless extravagance of Caracalla (212-217 AD) and Elagabalus (217-222 AD).  
[image: image11.png]A Black Horse

* Black: Lam 5:10

* Balances: Pro 16:11

* A measure: about a quart
* A penny: aday’s wage

HISTORY:

This period of intense taxation
began with Caracalla in 212
AD. The Roman people
suffered at their emperors’
indifference. The robbers were
those who overtaxed the

AD 211-235 people, paid the senate and
kept the rest for themselves.





THE FOURTH SEAL – Revelation 6:6-8 (235 AD – 305 AD)
The 4th Seal is a time of violence, intrigue, famine, sickness, and death. The emperors lived recklessly and violently from the time of Maximin AD 235 to the 18th year of Diocletian in AD 303.  Maximin, a six foot eight-inch-tall Thracian, was the first Emperor in this era of appalling slaughter, when 39 emperors were successively massacred.  Famine, brought on by violence and oppression, caused pestilence and death in all the provinces and cities of Rome.  At one point 5,000 died every day in Rome.  The emperors were suspicious of any distinguished personage and had them murdered, on occasion 800 at a time.  The barbarian tribes began invading and killing with wild savagery.
Revelation 6:7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast (living creature) say, Come and see. 8 And I looked, and behold a pale (sickly) horse (Roman Empire): and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part (Italian part) of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts (invasions of the Allemanni, Franks, Goths) of the earth. 
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The horrors of this time were not confined to Italy but raged throughout the four parts of the Roman Empire.  (The Emperor Diocletian divided the empire into four parts.)  The “fourth part” refers to the Italian portion.  The Seal ends with the brutal persecution of the Christians under Diocletian.
The illustration on the next page shows the Roman emperors who ruled during this terrifying period.  Sixteen emperors lost their lives over a period of about fifty years, which shows the Roman Empire was becoming impossible to rule.  Life became desperate, which the pale color (Gr. “chloros,” a green indicating approaching death.) of the Roman horse.  The empire was full of death, sickness, violence, and desperation, with one Roman Emperor after another coming and going.  Diocletian, the last emperor for this period, did what he did trying to restore and rule the empire.     
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Diocletian partitioned the Roman Empire into four parts, each called a Tetrarchy, as seen in the next illustration.  The Empire had been divided between rulers 
before, but this new 
arrangement 
possessed a more
 systematic and 
far-reaching 
character which
has implications 
for the next two 
seals.  
THE FIFTH SEAL – Revelation 6:9-11 (305 AD – 311 AD)
The Fifth Seal is characterized by brutal persecution of the Christians, a determined policy which began under Diocletian and continued through the Fifth Seal.  The emperor Galerius was the most dedicated of the Christian persecutors until he had a sudden change of heart on his deathbed.
Revelation6:9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under (those “in Christ”) the altar (= Christ Heb.13:10 ) the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they (those “in Christ”) cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them (the Roman persecutors) that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season (relief under 6th seal), until their fellowservants (nominal Christians) also and their brethren (true Christians), that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 
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THE SIXTH SEAL – Revelation 6:12-17 (312 AD – 324 AD)
Revelation6:12  And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and lo, there was a great earthquake (political/ecclesiastical turnover); and the sun (Roman political power) became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon (Paganism) became as blood; 13 And the stars (statesmen in Roman heaven) of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14 And the heaven (Roman leaders) departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain (land power) and island (naval power) were moved out of their places. 15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; (power of Constantine in the defeat of Licinius.)16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne (Constantine), and from the wrath of the Lamb (Jesus): 17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?   
The sixth seal began with a great earthquake.  An earthquake symbolizes an upheaval in the rule of mankind, generally a turnover of the government.  (Earth symbolizes the state of mankind, Gen. 6:11-12 and earthquake a change of governance, Isa. 13:13)  This “great earthquake” included the overthrow of both the political and pagan religious systems of the Roman Empire, involving all four parts of the empire, ending when Constantine defeated Licinius, the ruler of the eastern part of the empire. 
After the battle of Milvian Bridge, Constantine became the Western Roman emperor.  Having adopted the Christian standard because of his vision, he issued the Edict of Milan in 313 AD which legalized Christianity and allowed freedom of worship in the Western empire.
In AD 316 Licinius, who had been sharing power with Maximinus, became the only Eastern emperor, and in 324, Constantine defeated Licinius in the battle of Chalcedon and became emperor over the whole Roman Empire.  Constantine founded the city of Constantinople on the site of Byzantium, now called Istanbul.  
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Constantine continued to proclaim favor to Christians, including establishing his influence over religious conflicts within the church.  For example, not wanting questions about the nature of Christ to sow discord, Constantine summoned church officials to the Council of Nicaea in AD 325.  Out of this council came the Nicene Creed which established the doctrine that Jesus was a divine being, the doctrinal choice Constantine preferred.  Any opposition was deemed heretical.
Constantine was in Helenopolis, planning a campaign against Persia, when he became sick.  He had delayed being baptized so that his baptism would wash away the maximum number of sins that he might have committed in his lifetime, and he planned to be baptized just before his death.  Since baptism washes away all sins, delaying baptism so that every sin a person might commit is before baptism may have been a common practice at the time, but evidence to support its frequency is lacking.  There is always a risk that death may come before the baptism has taken place.  In any case, Constantine was baptized a few days before he died on May 22, 337 at the approximate age of 57.  He was buried in Constantinople at the church of the Apostles.
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THE SEVENTH SEAL – Revelation 8:1 (324 AD to the Kinbgdom)
Revelation 8:1 And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence (peace) in heaven (political Roman empire) about the space of half an hour (about 15 years from 324 to 337, the death of Constantine).
The 7th Seal, as the 7th Trumpet, the 7th Vial and the 7th Thunder, give a snapshot of the future.  It gives details of the final hour (30 year period) ending the long, dark Gentile Age when, as Rev. 8:1 says, there will be silence for the first 15 years of this future thirty year period  (See 4th Thunder, page 200).   During the 30-year period, the “mighty city” (Rome, Rev.18:10) is destroyed, which will be a sign to the nations that they must repent.  The 30 years gives time for the nations who do not choose to submit to the rule of Christ to form the “image” in Daniel chapter 2 which will arise in opposition all together from head to toes.  At the end of the thirty years, “Babylon the Great” (“beast” & “false prophet”) are destroyed, Rev.19:20.            
· Revelation19:20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles  … These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
The Seals describe events following the time of the apostle John so that the followers of Christ living through those times can be encouraged.   
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The next section 
of the Revelation 
telescope contains 
the events of the 
Seven Trumpets 
which continue 
the historical 
sequence.  
Trumpets were 
used to sound 
alarms and the
call to war in 
ancient times. 

THE FIRST TRUMPET – Revelation 8:7 (395 – 410 AD)
Revelation 8:7 The first angel sounded (summoned Alaric and the Goths), and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part (Western, Italian part) of trees (leaders Jud.9:8) was burnt up, and all green grass (people Isa.40:6) was burnt up. 
The First Trumpet represents the invasions of Alaric, king of the Goths, who redirects his forces in order to invade the Western part of the empire, and in 410 A.D. he attacks Rome.  Gibbon in his book The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire wrote, “Alaric … marched to the gates of Rome, … at the hour of midnight the Salarian gate was silently opened, and the inhabitants were awakened by the tremendous sound of the Gothic trumpet.”
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The “third part” comes from when Constantine divided the Roman world among his three sons, who all were trained in politics and religion; the “third of the earth” relates to the Western third, which includes Italy, Gaul, and Spain.  In the Eastern third are Turkey and Eastern Europe, and the Central third includes maritime Africa, Israel and Egypt.   
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The above map shows the three divisions of the Roman Empire and the locations of the barbarian tribes surrounding the Roman Empire: the Goths, Vandals, Huns, Visigoths and Saracens.  
THE SECOND TRUMPET –- Revelation 8:8-9 (429 – 477 AD)
The second trumpet begins in 429 AD when, after about twenty years of relative peace, the Vandals from Spain under Genseric attack North Africa from the sea, take over the coast of Africa, make Carthage their headquarters, and then, after defeating the Roman navy, sail up the Tiber and take Rome in 455 AD.   
Revelation 8:8  And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain (Genseric and the Vandals) burning with fire was cast into the sea (indicates a naval power): and the third part of the sea (coasts of Spain, Italy, Gaul, Roman Africa) became blood; 9 And the third part of the creatures (mariners) which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.

Gibbon (The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire) wrote, “the wind became favorable to the designs of Genseric.  He manned his largest ships of war (and) towed many large barges with combustible materials … these destructive vessels were impelled against the fleet of the unguarded and unsuspecting Romans.” 
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Genseric, the King of the Vandals, leaves Spain, and a general of Rome appeals to him for help to defeat a rival general.  Genseric becomes a pirate, but more than a pirate, for he sinks 600 Roman ships, captures Carthage and Rome, and destroys much of the Central third of the Roman Empire.  He dies fourteen days after he has sacked Rome.
THE THIRD TRUMPET. – Revelation 8:10-11 (433 – 453 AD)
The third Trumpet begins with the Huns attacking the Western Illyrian third of the Roman Empire, which encompasses the lower regions of the Danube River and extends into the watery regions of the Belgic lowlands and the Balkan Mountains.
· Revelation 8:10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star (Attila the Hun) from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;
· Revelation 8:11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood (bitter, Prov.5:4): and the third part of the waters became wormwood (undrinkable); and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.
· Proverbs 5:4  But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a twoedged sword.
The depiction of Attila as a meteor fits his brief appearance on the Roman stage, a barbarian invader who descends into northern Italy with intense brightness, attacks swiftly and brutally, but, as a meteor disappears abruptly, his influence is suddenly extinguished when he dies unexpectedly.       
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THE FOURTH TRUMPET – Revelation 8:12-13 (476 – 559 AD)
Revelation 8:12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun (imperial ruling power of Western third) was smitten, and the third part of the moon (its ecclesiastical system smitten), and the third part of the stars (its statesmen); so as the third part of them was darkened (removed from power by Odoacer), and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise (Western Empire eclipsed in 476 AD). 13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, (5th Trumpet, 6th Trumpet, 7th Trumpet) to the inhibiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound! 
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The first four of the seven trumpets are called wind trumpets, a fitting description because they were like alarm blasts signaling the destroying forces which attacked the Italian Western third of the Roman Empire.  Previously the earth, sea and trees were smitten, and now, finally, Rome itself was darkened by Odoacer, a barbarian officer who invaded Italy and conquered Rome.  The emperor Romulus was deposed by Odoacer, making Odoacer the first barbarian emperor of the Western Roman Empire.
The fourth trumpet events bring about the end of the Roman Empire.  Gibbon writes:  “I have now accomplished the laborious narrative of the decline and fall of the Roman Empire … and the victorious nations of Germany established a new system of manners and government in the western countries of Europe.”
The last three trumpets are called the “Woe” trumpets because they describe events which are called “woes.” 

Revelation 9:12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.
The events signaled by these trumpets brought woe upon the Eastern, or Greek, third of the empire, ending in its political extinction and followed with the 2nd “woe” upon the “Holy Roman Empire. 
THE FIFTH TRUMPET – “1st WOE” Rev.9:1–2 (609 – 933 AD)
Revelation9:1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star (Mohammed) fall from heaven (forced to flee from Mecca to Medina) unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit (Arabian Peninsula). 2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke (Arabs, Saracens) out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun (Eastern Roman Empire) and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 3 And there came out of the smoke locusts (Saracen army) upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 And it was commanded them (Saracen army under Abu Bakr) that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. 5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them (Eastern Roman Empire), but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.  6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. 
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7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold (yellow turbans), and their faces were as the faces of men.  8 And they had hair as the hair of women (contrasting with the shaven Romans), and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails (Arab artillery): and their power was to hurt men five months (plus, v.5, another 5 months, a total of 10 months from 632 – 932 AD). 11 And they had a king (Abu Bakr) over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon (destroyer), but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon (destroyer).
The timing of the fifth Trumpet sign is divided into two sets of five month periods, with the first five month period mentioned in Rev. 9:5 and the second five month period in Rev. 9:10.  The five-month periods are significant because they fit with the use of the symbol of locusts; the invaders are characterized as locusts, and locusts are only seen in Arabia for five months each year, from May to September.  The locusts represent Muslim fighters who originate in the Arabian Peninsula and expand their control and influence rapidly by swift military conquest.  
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The locusts described in this Trumpet have a shape like horses (Rev. 9:7) with stings in their tails (Rev. 9:10).  The symbol aptly fits the Muslim fighters who rode horses into battle pulling cannons behind them, and then they turned the horses around so that their “tails,” the cannons, pointed toward the enemy in battle.  
Applying the day for a year principle for two 5-month periods, or 10 months of 30 days per month, the total number of days is 10x30 = 300 days, representing 300 years.  Three hundred years fits the period of the spread of Islam, from when the Saracens attacked the Eastern portion of the Byzantine Empire in 632 AD to the point when the Arab power declined in 932 AD.

Revelation 9:12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come 
two woes more hereafter. 
THE SIXTH TRUMPET – Revelation 9:13 – 11:14 (1062 – 1795 AD)
The 6th Trumpet has two parts:  The first part affects the Eastern Roman Empire, and the second, the Western Holy Roman Empire.  
· Part 1:  Second WOE - Revelation 9:13-21- God’s judgment on the Eastern part of the Roman Empire, (1062 – 1453 AD).
· Part 2:  Second WOE - Revelation 11:13-21 - God’s judgment on the Western part of the Roman Empire (1789 – 1819 AD). 
Revelation 9:13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice (prayers of true Christians arising as incense calling for help against the Byzantine authority in Constantinople) from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels (Turkish powers namely:  Seljukians, Moguls, Tartars, and Ottomans) which are bound in the great river Euphrates.15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour (30 days), and a day (1 year), and a month, (30 years) and a year, (360 years, and when added all together, a period of 391 years and 30 days, from April 27, 1062 when Seljuk Turks crossed the Euphrates to May 28, 1453 AD, 391 years and 30 days later) for to slay the third part of men. (Constantinople fell May 28,1453)16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand (200 million considered collectively through 391 years ): and I heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone (gunpower). 18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. 19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails (cannons were dragged into battle and turned around when fired) were like unto serpents, and had heads (cannons), and with them they do hurt. 20 And the rest of the men (Western Holy Roman Empire) which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils  (demons), and idols (statues of deceased saints), of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.
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The sixth Trumpet 2nd part upon the Western Holy Roman Empire:
Revelation11:13 And the same hour (30 years from 1789 to 1819) was there a great earthquake (French revolution), and the tenth part (France, a toe of the Image, Dan.2) of the city (France) fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men (aristocracy of France) seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 
The sixth Trumpet (2nd Woe) switched to the West after 1453 AD and affected the Holy Roman Empire.  The events are recorded in Rev. 11:13, which includes a “great earthquake.”   An earthquake affects the lives of common people when their leadership is overthrown, and the cataclysmic earthquake that upset the governance of the Western part of the empire is the French revolution.   The “remnant were affrighted” by the reign of terror which followed.  Forty thousand people were executed, and the guillotine could not work fast enough.  The “remnant” represented a majority of those witnessing these events in 1794 AD who attributed the success of their revolution to God, and through speeches celebrated and praised God throughout France and beyond.      
[image: image51.png]THE SECOND VIAL ON THE SEA

'I'he work

'Ejlgllsl“
1798)in er to ke_e '

Napoleon focused ©
the judgmentof
Catholic Europe.
* Napoleon’s thrust
into Egypt and Russia
both came to nothing y
as he went beyond the {
work for which he was u ’




THE SEVENTH TRUMPET – Revelations 11:15-19 (20?? – 30?? AD) 
The 7th Trumpet includes the seven vials, as seen in the telescopic model (Page 172) of the signs in Revelation.  The number seven also signifies completion, pointing to the future when the kingdoms of men will be replaced by the kingdom of God, the long dark Gentile Age will end and “he shall reign for ever and ever.”
In Rev. 11:15 the seventh angel sounds his trumpet, and voices in heaven describe Christ as king reigning from Jerusalem.  Rev. 11:16-19 includes details of some of the events to come, including the resurrection and judgment of the dead and the future temple of God.  The anger of many nations, who perhaps are not willing to relinquish their power and autonomy, bringing wrath upon themselves, resulting in the political earthquake when the “kingdoms of this world become the kingdom of our Lord.”
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Revelation 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; (7th Trumpet) and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever (165 aion - age) and ever (165 aion – age). 16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, 17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 18 (Now the details are provided giving hope for the coming end of the kingdoms of men) And the nations were angry (which brings on Jesus’ return, the resurrection, and Armageddon, followed by Rev.18:10 the hour of judgment on Babylon the Great), and thy wrath is come, and the time (time of the resurrection) of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them (corrupt and violent people and nations) which destroy the earth. 19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven (Jerusalem now the ruling capital), and there was seen in his temple the ark (Christ) of his testament (New Covenant): and there were lightnings (edicts), and voices (commands) and thunderings (demands--Joel 3:16), and an earthquake (overthrow of the great image bbof Daniel chapter 2 as beasts in Daniel chapter 7), and great hail (destructive judgments on Babylon the Great).
THE VIALS

THE FIRST VIAL – Revelation 16:1-2 (1789 – 1793 AD) 
Following the events of the Sixth Trumpet, the following judgments of God are brought by angels who pour out Vials over the earth; the first five Vials are poured out over the Western portion, the Holy Roman Empire.  These first five describe what happened as a result of the French Revolution, including the work of Napoleon Bonaparte, who destroyed the feudal system within the Holy Roman Empire.  
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Revelation16:1 And I heard a great voice (authority of Christ) out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon (those who worship the beast – Rev.13:11 ) the earth (people, i.e. Isa.1:2,10) 2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast (sign of the cross), and upon them which worshipped his (Papal) image (false prophet, Rev.19:20).
The French Revolution laid the foundation for the world order in the nineteenth, twentieth and twenty first centuries.   The rallying cry, liberty, equality and fraternity, echoed around the world.  Nations surrounding France were ready to attack due to the treatment of the ruling elite and nobles in France by the revolutionaries.  Napoleon became the general of the armies of Revolutionary France and attacked the Roman Catholic countries nearby, gaining control of Austria and Italy.  The Holy Roman Empire was coming to an end.
THE SECOND VIAL, Revelation chapter 16:3 (1793 – 1798 AD) 
The second vial was poured upon the sea, signifying that the warfare now involved naval battles.  The British navy helped defeat Napoleon in the Middle East, and when he retreated to Europe, the continent was blockaded by the British fleet.
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Revelation16:3 And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea (navel power of the beast); and it became as the blood of a dead man (trade became stagnate): and every living soul died in the sea (British victories of Hood, Howe, Bridport and Nelson establish sea supremacy by destroying all opposition).    
THE THIRD VIAL. – Revelation 16:4 (1796 – 1805 AD) 
Napoleon conquered areas of Switzerland, the highlands and northern Italy, a land of lakes and the source of many rivers that drain into Europe and Italy.

Revelation16:4 And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters (Alpine region) ; and they became blood (this event virtually ended the Holy Roman Empire).  
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THE FOURTH VIAL – Revelation 16: 8-9 (1804 – 1809 AD) 
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Revelation16:8 And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him (Napoleon) to scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they (Papal system) repented not to give him glory.
As the sun is the natural ruler of the heavens, so in the political heavens the “sun” represents the ruling power, in this case, the Emperor of Austria who ruled over the Holy Roman Empire.  Napoleon defeated all opposition, including the Austrians, Russians and Prussians, making him become indisputably the ruler of Europe.  
THE FIFTH VIAL – Revelation 16:10-11 (1798 – 1809 AD) 
Revelation16:10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat (the papal throne in the Vatican Palace) of the beast (Austrian power); and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they (Papal system) gnawed their tongues for pain, 11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains (caused by Napoleon) and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. 
This Vial was directed against the Papal throne, since the beast of the earth is a symbol for the political power aspect of the Holy Roman Empire.  Napoleon also invaded the Papal States of Italy and annexed them to the French Empire.  When the Pope objected, Napoleon took him captive first to Savona and later to Fontainebleau in France.
THE SIXTH VIAL – Revelations 16:12-16 (1807 – 20?? AD) 

The sixth vial was poured on the river Euphrates, which flowed through the Ottoman Empire at that time.  The drying up of the waters of the river symbolizes the decline of the Ottoman Empire.  The Arabian control over this area began with the sixth trumpet when Moslem invaders flooded out of the Middle East (Rev. 9:13-14).  This sixth vial period is when nations, such as Greece, Egypt, Algeria, Bulgaria and others rebelled against the Turkish power to gain their independence.  After World War 1, the empire was terminated and what was left of the Turkish power became the republic of Turkey in 1923.
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Revelation16:12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates (Ottoman Empire); and the water thereof was dried up (1923AD), that the way of the kings of the east (395 ‘‘anatole”  rising of light, 2246 “helios” sun”) might be prepared. 13 And I saw three unclean spirits (liberty, equality, fraternity) like frogs (France) come out of the mouth of the dragon, (Eastern leg of Roman Empire) and out of the mouth of the beast (Western leg of Roman Empire), and out of the mouth of the false prophet (Papal Vatican system). 14 For they are the spirits of devils (“daemons” madness, Jn.7:20), working miracles (political wonders), which go forth unto the kings of the earth (Europe) and of the whole world (“okoumenee” lands under Roman rule), to gather them to the battle (Eze.38; Zech.14; Joel 2:1-10,20) of that great day of God Almighty. 15 Behold, I (Jesus) come as a thief (silently, unexpected, without warning).  Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked (no covering), and they see his shame. 16 And he gathered them (nations, Zec.14:2) together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon (“arma” from Hebrew 6194 “aremah” = heap of sheaves, “gay” 1516 from “gai” a valley, gorge “duwn (doon)” 1777 for “don” judgment, and all together the meaning of the word shows that the Goggian confederacy will become a heap of sheaves in the valley of judgment, Eze.39:11).
· Ezekiel39:11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea (Dead Sea): and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley (1516 gay, “gai”) of Hamongog.
· Ezekiel39:12  And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the land. 
· Ezekiel39:13 Yea, all the people of the land shall bury them; and it shall be to them a renown the day that I 
shall be glorified, saith the Lord GOD. 
THE SEVENTH VIAL – Revelation 16:17-21 (Grape Harvest) 20?? AD, Rev.14:19; Isa,26:20-27;2; Jer.25:26; Joel 3:13-16 as compared to the Grain Harvest [Armageddon] ending the 6th vial.) 
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The seventh vial is poured out into the air.  Since the air surrounds the entire globe and extends to high elevations, the impact of this vial will be felt by political powers all over the world.  There will be a “great earthquake” which will overturn the existing order.  “Great Babylon” (Rev.16:19), its political and apostate religious system, will be judged.

Revelation16:17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air (universal worldwide judgment); and there came a great voice (resurrected immortal saints) out of the temple of heaven (elevated saints), from the throne (Lk. 1:32 Jesus sitting on it), saying, It is done (begins “hour” Rev.18:10 of final judgment, Jer.25:26-33). 18 And there were voices (decrees), and thunders (warnings), and lightnings (displays of spirit power); and there was a great earthquake (both literal Rev.18:21 and political, destroying religious, political, militant and social powers), such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. (worldwide, Rev.16:17; Isa.30:25) 19 And the great city (Rome, Rev.18:10) was divided into three parts (religious, economic, political), and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon (future, worldwide over all 7 continents) came in remembrance (for its corrupt history and warfare against God’s saints) before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine (grape harvest, Rev.14;19; Isa.26:20-Isa.27:2; Joel 3:13-16) of the fierceness of his wrath. 20 And every island (independent nation) fled away, and the mountains (armies) were not found. 21 And there fell upon men a great hail (artillery of the saints, wind, water, hail) out of heaven, every stone (saint’s crushing power) about the weight of a talent (about 100 lbs.): and men blasphemed God (making their conversion not possible because they blame God instead of submitting) because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great. 
This judgment on “Babylon the Great” is further outlined in detail in Revelation chapters 18 and 19.  The judgment on Babylon begins with its “great city” being destroyed and covered by the sea (Rev. 18:2,10,21) as a sign to the world to not be part of her (Rev.18:4).  This destruction of the city of Babylon, however, doesn’t destroy the power of Babylon, for she here is “Babylon the Great” and is described as controlling the image of men in Daniel 2 which will stand all together united and in opposition to Jesus the “Great King” (Psa.48:2) reigning in Jerusalem.  Revelation 19:20 describes “Babylon the Great” and her “false prophet” (pope) being destroyed eternally.
· Rev.18:2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen …
· Rev.18:10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour (30 yrs.) is thy judgment come.
· Rev.18:21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.
· Rev.18:4 … Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.
· Rev.19:20 And the beast (Dan.7:7; Rev.17:7) was taken, and with him the false prophet (pope) … these both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone, Rev.19:20.
THE SEVEN THUNDERS Rev.10:4 (20??AD + 30 years v.10 = 2??? AD)
Rev.10:4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.
QUESTIONS:  Were not the seven Thunders in Rev.10:4 sealed?  Do they not represent future events that will happen after Christ's return as a thief, after the resurrection and judgment, and even after Armageddon?  

Although the Thunders were not to be written down by the apostle John, the Thunders did utter their voices in a vision to John, which indicates that they represent future events, likely judgments.  It is intriguing to consider what they might entail, considering that it is honorable to search out matters, as Solomon advises:
Proverb 25:2 It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter".
There are three important clues to help us envision the seven Thunders, namely:  TIME, ORDER and PLACE.
The TIME is given in Rev.10:1 occurring after the cry of the Rainbow Angel; as a rainbow signals events after a storm, in v.7 when the seventh angel begins to sound therefore the storm is thought to be Armageddon. After Armageddon the apostle John will “prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues and kings”.  

Rev.10:11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again 
before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings. 
The ORDER comes from noticing there is a common pattern in the order of the first four Trumpets and Vials: upon earth, sea, waters, and sun, as seen in Rev. 8:1-12 for the Trumpets and in Rev. 16:1-9 for the Vials.  Since the Thunders are mentioned in Revelation 10, which comes between the Trumpets and the Vials in the chapters of Revelation, it is reasonable to suggest the Thunders would follow the same order namely: earth, sea, waters and sun.
The PLACE is suggested by the location indicated by the sequence of the judgments, that is on “earth”, “sea”, “water”, and “sun.”
1st THUNDER:  God judgment upon the EARTH
ISA 26:21 For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.
2nd THUNDER:  God's judgment upon the SEA
PSA 48:7 Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind.
3rd THUNDER:  God's judgment upon the RIVERS:
HAB 3:8 Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? was thine anger against the rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation.
4th THUNDER:  God's judgment upon the SUN:
JOEL 2:31 The sun (“great city”, Rev.18:10) shall be turned into darkness, and the moon (church, Rev.18:7) into blood, before the great and terrible day of the LORD come, Mal.4:5.
5th THUNDER:  Judgment begins on the ten Moslem KINGS being the fingers of the image in Daniel chapter 2.   
PSA 83:3 They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones (saints, LXX).

6th THUNDER:  Judgment on the Christian “kings of the earth” being the toes of the image and the ten horns of the beast, Daniel chapter 2; Psalm 2:2; Rev.17:12.
REV 19:19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.
7th THUNDER:  Judgment on the BEAST and FALSE PROPHET The beast (Daniel 7:7) is the same as the image in Daniel 2 but as God sees it.    
REV 19:20 And the (ten-horned) beast was taken, and with him the false prophet (pope) that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image.  These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.
The parallels between the Trumpets and Vials are limited to the first four, namely:  earth, sea, rivers, sun.  The judgments of the later Trumpets and Vials have differing contexts which makes the later Thunders more difficult to predict as regarding location.  The timing is easier to pinpoint since the Thunders appear to take place following the cry of the Rainbow Angel in Rev. 10:1 and continue through to the judgments connected with Babylon the Great.  It is still possible to try and work out Thunders Five through Seven, but with less certainty.  
It is important not to be dogmatic about interpreting prophecy, which sometimes is compared to seeing through a darkened “glass,” (1Cor.13:12), because we don’t know the Mind of God, and some features are concealed for a reason.  Also, some events are not fixed because God is a merciful God who hears prayer and has shown mercy to those who seek him in prayer.  James 5:16 tells us, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”  We also know in Dan.2:21 that God changes the “times and seasons.”
· 1 Corinthians13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then (in the kingdom age) face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.
· Daniel 2:21  And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: …
· Matthew24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.
Unlike fitting the prophecies to events that were future to John but are history to us, there is much less certainty fitting the Thunder prophecies to events future to our time.  We can look at the evidence available and try to predict what the future might bring, but we need to appreciate our limitations.  There however can be value in attempting to see what might be coming because of Jesus’ warning to WATCH.  Looking forward and trying to connect the signs with current events helps to keep watching.

· Mark 13:35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 36Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 
THE FIRST THUNDER – Revelation 10:4 (20?? AD)  Judgment throughout the earth, Isa. 26:21
The context of Isaiah 26:21 fits the clues.  The place is Earth, and the time is after Armageddon, after the mid-heaven gospel has gone out to the world.  Sadly, the earth (people) rejects the good news (of the millennial age lasting gospel, Rev.14:6) because of a “strong delusion” (2Thes.2:11), probably because Jesus is seen as the Antichrist.  As a result, the judgments of the First Thunder are poured out upon the earth.

· 2 Thessalonians2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:
· Revelation14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting (166 “aionios” Millennial Age) gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 
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THE SECOND THUNDER – Revelation 10:4 (20??AD)  Judgment upon the sea, Psalm 48:7
The context of Psalm 48:7 must be future, for Mt. Zion is visible from the sides of the North in verse 2, a geographical feature which is not present today.  Mt. Zion will increase in elevation to be visible from the north after the earthquake in Zech.14:4 which will elevate Mt. Zion at the time when Jesus and the saints destroy Gog, the king of the North whose headquarters will be in Jerusalem, Dan.11:45.
· Daniel 11:45 And he (Gog, Russia) shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas (Mediterranean and Dead Seas) in the glorious holy mountain (Mt. Zion); yet he shall come to his end (Eze.38:22), and none shall help him Gog).
· Ezekiel 38:22  And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone.
After the northern confederacy led by Russia is destroyed at Armageddon, Jesus will set up his capital in Jerusalem and begin to build the Temple described in Ezekiel 40-44.  It is at this time the ships of Tarshish (Britain and Western powers) are destroyed with an east wind. 
Perhaps the ships of Tarshish need to be destroyed because the Western powers still take pride in their warships, putting their trust in them. 

Isaiah2:12  For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low: 
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THE THIRD THUNDER – Revelation 10:4 (A.D. 20??)  
“Rivers” in Bible symbolism represent armies made up of peoples (waters, Rev.17:15; 16:12).  These peoples will resist Jesus due to a “strong delusion” (2Thes.2:11) which causes them to believe a lie.  What lie?  That Jesus reigning in Jerusalem is the Antichrist. 

· Revelation17:15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
· Rev.16:12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.
· 2 Thessalonians2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 
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THE FOURTH THUNDER – Rev.10:4 (Upon the SUN – 20?? AD)  
This Thunder acts upon the “sun,” a symbol of position and power.  The power in this instance is represented by a woman (religious system) with great ecclesiastical and economic power, which enables it to control the ten-horned (having gained seven-heads) beast described in Rev. 17:3.  The 4th Thunder is God’s judgment on the seat of this woman, who is described as a drunken harlot sitting on seven mountains, Rev.17:5, 9 directing the seven-headed, ten-horned beast.  The seat of the woman (the Roman Catholic Church) is its headquarters (Rome).   It will be destroyed by fire as a sign to the nations and then covered by the sea Rev.18:18,21.  Details of the timing are found (page 17?) in the discussion of the 7th Seal; it is thought to occur about fifteen years into the 30-year period, Rev.8:1;18:10.
· Rev.8:1 And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.
· Rev.17:3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: (dry no spiritual food) and I saw a woman (false mother church) sit upon a scarlet coloured beast (Kingdom of Men,  Daniel chapter 7 and the image Daniel chapter 2), full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads (Rev.17:9) and ten horns (Rev.17:12). 4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication (unfaithful to Christ): 5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS (daughter churches) AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
· Rev.18:8 Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be 
utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who  
judgeth her. 9 And the kings of the earth, (toes of image Dan.2) 
who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with 
her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall 
see the smoke of her burning, 10 Standing afar off for the 
fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city 
Babylon, that mighty city (Rome)! for in one hour (over 30 years)   
thy judgment come.   12 And the ten horns which thou 
sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as 
yet; (future European nations corresponding to the five toes of the iron legs of 
the image in Daniel chapter 2), but receive power as kings one 
hour (30 yrs.) with the beast. (See Rev.19:20,21) 13 These have one 
mind, and 
shall give their power and strength unto the 
beast.
These kings along with their followers will be under a “strong delusion” for they will see  the “great King” reigning in Jerusalem as the Antichrist.  This brings the 4th Thunder judgment on Babylon the Great.
· 2 Thessalonians 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 
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Zech. 5:5-11 earlier shows how the location of this “great city” moved from Babylon to Rome, which is the reason Bishop Alexander Hislop named his book “The Two Babylons”.    
As a sign to the world, the city (Rome) is destroyed by fire, Rev. 18:8, and then the sea covers it, Rev.18:21,24 because “in her (the Roman Catholic Church) was found the blood of prophets, and of saints (such as The Inquisition-1232-1820 AD, as well as many other religious persecution throughout its history), and of all that were slain upon the earth.
THE FIFTH THUNDER – Rev.10:4; Psalm 83 (20?? AD)  
Following the pattern of the 5th Trumpet the 5th Thunder would deal with the Moslem kings.  The timing is after Armageddon and after the 4th Thunder.  The Moslem kings will take “counsel” together to oppose Jesus and the saints reigning in Jerusalem.  These ten Moslem kings in Psalm 83 represented by “fingers” of the image in Daniel 2 will join the ten Christian Kings (Psalm 2 represented by the 10 toes – “Kings of the earth”) in the future formation of the image from Daniel 2 and together will stand united in opposition to the new order under the “great King” in Psalm 48:2.    These two sets of kings will witness the building of the temple surrounding Mt. Zion, but, in spite of being impressed, they will be deluded by a “strong delusion” and will take “counsel” and oppose Jesus the “great King” reigning in Jerusalem.
· Psalm 48:4 For, lo, the kings (10 fingers, Psa.83 and 10 toes, Psa.2 of the image in Daniel 2) were assembled, they passed by together (both sets). 5  They saw it (the temple in Eze.40-44), and so they marvelled; they were troubled (because of their Antichrist belief) seeing , and hasted away. 6 Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.
· Psalm 83:1 Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace, and be not still, O God. 2 For, lo, thine enemies (the ten Moslem fingers of image, Dan.2:44) make a tumult: and they that hate thee have lifted up the head. 3 They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones. (“saints” -  LXX  Septuagint translation ) 4 They have said, Come, and let us cut them (Israel, Jesus the great King and the saints) off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance. 5 For they have consulted together with one consent: they are confederate against thee: 6 The tabernacles of (named are 10 Moslem nations) Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes; 7 Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre; 8 Assur also is joined with them: (makes 10 and corresponds to the fingers of the image in Daniel 2) they have holpen (NIV “to lend strength) the children of Lot. Selah. Do unto them as unto the Midianites; as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the brook of Kison: 10 Which perished at Endor: they became as dung for the earth. … 18 That men may know that thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high over all the earth.
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The Moslem Kings are not the only ones who take “counsel” against Christ and the saints reigning in Jerusalem, but, as the Sixth Thunder shows, the Christian Kings also oppose taking “counsel” against Christ and the saints, Psalm 2:2.
THE SIXTH THUNDER – Rev.10:4; Psalm 2 (20?? AD)
Psalm2:1 Why do the heathen (nations) rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 2 The kings of the earth (toes of image, Dan.2) set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed (Jesus the “great king”  reigning in Jerusalem), saying, 3 Let us break their (Jesus & Saints) bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. 5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. 6 Yet have I set my king (Jesus) upon my holy hill of Zion (elevated Psa.48:2). 7 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. 8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen (nations) for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 
It is predicted that organized opposition will begin to assemble ten years after Armageddon when symbolically the image of Daniel 2 stands up, with all the parts represented by the different metals re-established and united.  This united force opposes Christ and the saints.  Christ and his saints will be reigning from Jerusalem, having put “bands” on the mortal nations of the earth, who will not appreciate being forced to comply under the rule of Christ (Psa.2:3).  The 5th and 6th Thunders involve the rise of the newly conjoined image of Daniel 2, meaning the nations represented by the image will be united against Christ, including the two sets of ten kings, represented by its fingers and toes.  It may surprise many that Christian and Moslem nations would cooperate, but they will share a common cause, together with many nations (Kingdoms of Men), all of whom do not wish to submit to the rule of a power they see as the incarnation of Satan, the Antichrist! 
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The Sixth THUNDER




Revelation 17 describes a woman that will ride a multiheaded beast, controlling the beast by deceiving it with a “strong delusion” (2Thes. 2:11).  The delusion is that the “great King” (Psa.48:2) reigning in Jerusalem is the Antichrist, a false belief which will cause many nations to oppose the rule of Christ, bringing the 7th Thunder. 
THE SEVENTH THUNDER – Rev. 10:4 (2???AD)  
The 7th Thunder involves the events detailed in Daniel 2:44-45.  A stone (Jesus) is cut out of the (Roman) mountain without hands (Jesus taken to heaven and returns) to smites this image here altogether and replacing it with a “kingdom which shall never be destroyed”. 
Dan.2:44  And in the days of these kings (fingers and toes of the image) shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.  45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold:

The Truth, which is hidden, is that the “stone” (Jesus) which was cut out of the Roman “mountain without hands” (Jesus without human hands taken to heaven) will return soon to crush the image of Daniel 2, grinding it to power.
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The final stage of the 7th Thunder (Rev.19:20) involves this “image,” however, the symbols change as now the kingdoms of men are represented as beasts, (Dan.7:3-7) which is how God views the kingdoms of men as compared to Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 2.  The beasts are consolidated into one ferocious beast with 7 heads, (Rev.13:1,2) to be ridden by a “woman” (Church Rev.17:3) with her “false prophet” (Rev.19:20), all destined to be eternally destroyed in a lake of fire.
Revelation19:20  And the beast (whole image Daniel 2) was taken, and with him the false prophet (Pope) that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast (Papal commercial approval), and them that worshipped his image (Papal ecclesiastical authority). These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.  (completely destroyed to never rise again) 
Revelation19:21 And the remnant (of Image Dan.2) were slain with the sword of him (Jesus) that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls (nations with Jesus) were filled with their flesh (the territory of nations supporting the beast is taken over by nations with Christ).
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Riding this beast is a woman which is no ordinary woman, for in 
Revelation 17:1-2 she is called “the great whore.”  This unfaithful religious system includes the “false prophet” which is identified in Daniel 7 as a “little horn” with a big mouth.  This “little horn” represents its power with its spokesman the Pope, a system which will deceive the seven-head, ten-horn “beast” (kingdoms of men) with a “strong delusion.”  An understanding of history connects the prophetic symbolism with the Papal System, even though many regard the Papal System nowadays as benign and not a wolf in sheep’s clothing.  The bloody history of persecuting those regarded as heretics betrays the Papacy, especially through the Dark Ages and the Inquisition.
The Inquisition was a group of Catholic institutions established to combat heresy.  An ecclesiastical tribunal, established by Pope Gregory IX in 1232 AD, was active chiefly in northern Italy and southern France, becoming notorious for the use of torture.  Estimates of the number killed by the Spanish Inquisition, which Sixtus IV authorized in a papal bull in 1478, have ranged from 30,000 to 300,000.  Some historians are convinced that millions died.  In 1542 the papal Inquisition was re-established to combat Protestantism, eventually becoming an organ of papal government.
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Daniel 7:8 | considered the horns, and,
behold, there came up among them
another little horn, before whom there
were three of the first horns plucked
up by the roots: and, behold, in this
horn were eyes like the eyes of man,
and a mouth speaking great things.

o “Little” in military power of its leader.

e = 3 kingdoms: (1)Exarchate of Ravenna,
(2)Kingdom of the Lombards, (3)State of Rome —
all plucked up by Pepin (758 AD) and given to the





2Thessalonians 2 describes the Papal System with many specific indicators, and includes a serious warning not to be deceived.  The context to 2Thess.2 is that the people of the Thessalonian ecclesia thought that the return of Jesus was about to happen in their time, and the apostle Paul needed to show that the time was not yet, and that the “man of sin”, v.3, must first come.     
2 Thes.2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away (from God) first, and that man of sin (Papal system) be revealed, the son of perdition (Judas is a type, Jn.17:12); 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God (Papal titles and actions), or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God ( forgives sins).
A helpful clue for the Thessalonian ecclesia and for us today, is the apostle Paul’s identification of the “little horn” in 2Thess.2:5.

2Thes.2:5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, 
I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what 
withholdeth (pagan Roman Empire) that he (Pope) might be 
revealed in his time (when Paganism removed). 7 For the mystery 
(doctrine & services clouded in mystery) of iniquity doth already work: 
only he who now letteth will let, until he (Pagan system) be 
taken out of the way. 8 And then (after the state religion changes from 
Paganism to Christianity) shall that Wicked be revealed, whom 
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his (Jesus’) coming: 9 
Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with 
all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 
because they received not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved. 
The key point is that the false religious system was already developing in Paul’s day, and this religious system would not be defeated until the return of Christ to the earth.  The mystery of iniquity, false Christianity, was working then, but was prevented from flowering until Paganism was defeated (“be taken out of the way”).  2 Thessalonians 2 shows that this deceptive religious system will continue to the time of Jesus’ return because that is when it will be destroyed.  Other prophecies show that this system will oppose Jesus, being deceived by its own false doctrine that the “Great King” reigning in Jerusalem is the Antichrist.
· 2 Thes.2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion (future Antichrist theory), that they should believe a lie:
· Daniel 7:8 … and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.
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® Council of Trent “He hath power
on earth ... all temporal power
is his: the dominion,
Jjurisdiction and government of
the whole earth is his by divine
right. All rulers of the earth are
his subjects and must submit to
him.”

o ‘It he in my power to change
time and times, to alter and
abrogate laws, to dispense with

all things ...” Pope Nicholas

® Priest’s words in giving absolution:
“I absolve thee from thy sins in
the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit”.





The destruction of this apostate religious system with the “beast” and “false prophet” ends the 7th Thunder after which the Millennial Kingdom of God will come on earth, Mt. 6:10.
· Matthew 6:10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
· Rev.11:15  And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 






